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C H A P. I. 

Jfi account of Mr* Gamaliel Pickle. The difpo^ 
fttion of bis fifter described* Hi yields to ber 
foUkitaiim^ and netsres io tta cmmtry^ 

IN a certain county of England, bounded on 
ana fide by the fea, and at the diftance of 
one hundced miles boat tbe metropolis) lived 
Gamaliel Pickle Efq; the father of that hero 
w ho fe adventures wepropofe to record. He was 
the fon of a merchant in IxmdoO) who (like 
Rome) from fmall beginnings, bad ratfed himfelf 
to the higheft honours of tbe city, and acquired 
a plentiful fortune, tbo% to his infinite regret, 
he died before it amounted to a Plum, conjuring 
his fon, as be refpedfid tbe ha injunaion of » 
Vol. L ' B parent. 
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2 AdV£NT^R£S of 

parent^ to imitate his induftry and adhere to his 
maximS) until be (hould have made up the defi- 
ciency, which was a fum confiderably le/s than 
fifteen thoufand pounds. 

This pathetic remonftrance had the defired ef- 
ftGt upon his reprefentative,* who fpared no pains 
to fulfil the requeft of the deceafcd; but exerted 
sdi the capacity with which nature had endowed 
fcioi, in a feries, of efforts^ which, however, did 
not fucceed ; for, by that time he had been fifteen 
years in trade, he found himfelf five thoufand 
pounds worfe than he was when he firft took pof* 
ieffion of his father's effeds : a circumftance that 
afFeSed him fo nearly, as to detach his inclina- 
tions from bufinefs, and induce him to retire from 
the world, to feme place where he might at lei- 
fure deplore his misfortunes, and, by frugality, 
fecure himfdf from want, and the apprehenfioni 
of a jail, with which his imagination was incef- 
fantly haunted. He was often heard to exprefs 
his fears of coming upon the parifli ; and to blefs 
God, that, on account of his having been fo long . 
^ houfekeeper, he was intitled to tiiat provifion* 
In fhprt, iiis talents were not naturally adlive,' 
and there was a fort of inconfiftency in his cha- 
rafter ; for, with all the defire of amaffing wh ich 
any citizen could poifibly entertain, he was en- 
cumbered by a certain indolence and iluggiihnefs 
that prevailed wer every interefted confideration, 
and even hindered him from profiting by that 
finglenefs of apprehenfion, and moderation of ap« 
petite, which have fo frequently conduced to the 
acquifition of immenfe fortunes, and which he 
poflcfled in a very remarkable degree. Nature, 
in all probability, had mixed little or nothing in- 
flammable in compofition 3 ^ or> whatever feeds 

• > • of 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 3 

of exccfs £he might have fown within him^ were 
efiedually ftifled and dcftroyed by the aufterity of 
his education. 

The failles of his youth, far from being inor« 
dinate or criminalt never exceeded the bounds of 
diat decent jollity which an extraordinary pot^ 
on extraordinary occafions, may be fuppofed to 
have produced in a club of fedate book-keepers, 
whofe imaginations were neither very warm nor 
luxuriant. Little Aibjeft to refined fenfations, he 
was fcarce ever difturbed with violent emotions 
of any kind. The paffion of love never inter- 
rupted his tranquillity } and if, as Mr. Creech fays 
after Horace, 

Not to admire is all the art, I know. 

To make men happy, and to keep them fo. 

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly pofieffed of that inva* 

luable fecret ; at leaft, he was never known xo 
betray the fainteft fymptom of tranfport, except 
one evening at the dub, wh€i:e he obferved, wttb 
feme demonftrations of vivacity, that he bad dined 
upon a delicate loin of veal. 

Notwithftanding this appearance of phlegm^ 
he could not help feeling his difappointments in 
trade ; and upon the. failure of a certain under* 
writer, by which he loft five hundred poundf, de- 
clared his defign of relinquiihing bufinefs, and re« 
tiring to the country. In this refolution he was 
comforted and encouraged by his only fitter Mrs. 
Grizzle, who had managed his family, fince the 
death of his father, and was now in the thirtieth 
}'ear of her maidenhood, with a fortune of five 
thoufand pounds, and a large flock of oeconomy 
and devotion. 

Tbe£e qualifications, one would think, might 
have been the means of abridging the term ot 
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her celibacy, as ilie never exprefled any averfiorx 
for wedlock \ but, it feems, ihe was coo delicate, 
in her choice, to find a mate to her indinatiDO in 
the city : for I cannot fijppofe that ihe remained 
fo long unfoUicited ; tho* the charms of her perfon 
were not altogether enchanting, nor her manner 
pver and above agreeable. Excktflve of a very waa 
(not to call it a fallow) complexion, whicJi per- 
haps was the efFcdl of her virginity and mortifica* 
tion, ihe bad a caft in her eyes that vvas aot^tall 
engaging^ and fuch an extent of -mouth, ^ no act 
or affedlation could contract into any proportion^ 
able dimenfion : then her piety was rather ^peeyiih 
than refigned, and did not in the leaft dimimiha 
certain ftatelinef^ jn her demeanour and converfa«^ 
tion, that delighted in communicating the impor* 
tance and honour of her femily, which, by the bye, 
vras 'not 'to be traced two geherations baek» bf 
all the power of heraldry or tradition. 

She fcemed to have renounced all the ideas £he 
b^d acquired before her father ferved the office of 
fberiff i and the aera which regulated the dates dF 
all her obfervations, was the mayoralty of her 
papa* Nay, fo follicitous was this good ladyior 
the fupportand {Propagation of - the iiamily-name, 
diat, fuppreffing every felfiib motive, flie afhiaiily 
prevailed upon her brother to combat his own 
di^>dition, and eveniurmount it fo far, as tO'de*^ 
dare a paffion for the perfon whom- he afterwaids 
m^edded, as we IbaH fee .in the ieqttel. Indeed^ 
fhe was the fpur that inftigated him in all his ex- 
traordinary undertakings; and I. queftion whe^ 
tber or not he would have been able to difengage 
himfelf from duit courfe of life in which he had 
fo long mechanically moved, unlefs he had been 
roufed and actuated by her inceffant exhortations, 
LondoDj ihe obferved, *waa a. jrecrptack of mir 

_ _^ _ quity/ 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5 

quity, where an honeft unfufpe£ting man was 
every day in danger of falling a facrifice to craft ; 
wfaere innocence was expofed to continual tcmpta^ 
fioris« and virtue €ternaMf perfccoted by malice 
and (lander ; where every thing was ruled by ca- 
price and corruption, and merit utterly difcou-^ 
raged and defpifed. This laft imputation (he pro- 
nounced with fach emphaiis and chagrin, as plainly 
denoted how far flie confidered herfelf an example 
of what fhe advanced ^ and really, the charge 
was juftified by the con(lru£lions that were pue 
upon her retreat by her female friends, who, far 
from imputing it to the laudable motives that in- 
duced her, infmuated, in farcaftic commenda- 
tions, that (he had good reafon to be difTatisfied 
with a place where {he had been fo long over- 
looked i and that it was certainly her wifeft courfe 
to make her laft effort in the country, where, iii 
all probability, her talents would be lefs eclipfed, 
and her fortune more attraftive. 
' Be this as it will, her admonitions, tho' they 
were powerful enough to convince, would havtf 
been infufficient to overcome the languor and vis 
inert icv of her brother, had fhe not reinforced her 
arguments, by calling in queftion the credit of 
two or three merchants, with whom he wa$ em- 
barked in trade. ' 

Alarmed at thefe hints of intelligence, he ex- 
erted himfelf effectually; and having withdrawn 
his money, which he had laid out in Bank flock 
and India bonds, removed to a houfe in the coun- 
try, that his father had built near the fea-fide, for 
the convenience of carrying on a certain branch 
' of traffick in which he had been deeply concerned. 

Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for 
life, in the fix-auJ-thinicth year of his age j and 

B 3 tho 
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tho* the pangs he felt at parting with his intimate 
companions, and quitting all his former con- 
nexions, were not quite fo keen as to produce any 
dangerous difofder in his conftitution, be did not 
fail to be extremely difconcerted at his firft en- 
trance into a fcene of life to which he was totally 
a ftranger. Not but that he met with abundance 
of people in the country, who, in confideration 
of his fortune, courted his acquaintance, and 
breathed nothijig but friendihip and hofpitality : 
yet even the trouble of receiving and returning 
thefe civilities, was an intolerable fatigue to a man 
of his habits and difpofuion. He therefore left 
the care of the ceremonial to his fitter, who in- 
dulged herfelf in all the pride of formality, while 
he himfelf, having made a difcovery of a public 
houfc in the neighbourhood, went thither every 
eveixng, and enjoyed his pipe and cann ; being 
very well fatisfied with the. behaviour of the land- 
Jord, whofe* communicative temper was a gre^t 
comfort to his own taciturnity ; for he fhunned all 
fuperfluity of fpeech, as much as he avoided any 
o^er unnece0ary expence. 

C H A P. IL 

Hi is made acpiaintid with tbi cbaraHers 0/ Ccnh 

modore Tiuntiion and bis adherents \ meets with 
them by accidenty and centralis an intimacy with 
tbat commander. « 

THIS loquacious publican foon gave him 
fketches of all the characters in the county ; 
and, among others^ defcribed that of his next 
neighbour Commodore Trunnion, which was al- 
together fingular and odd. The commodore 

and 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 7 

and your worfliip (faid he) will in a fhort time 

be hand and glove ; he has a power of money, 
and fpends like a prince — that is, in his own way — 
for to be fure he is a little humourfome, as the 
faying is, and fwears wotmdily; tho' Til be 
fworn he means no more harm than a fucking 
babe« Lord help us ! it will do your honour's 
heart good to hear him tell afiory, as how he lay 
along-^fide of the French, yard-arm and yard- 
arm, board and board, and of heaving grapplings, 
,and ilink-ppts» and grapes, and round and double • 
headed partridges, crows and carters— Laud have 
, mercy upon us ! he has been a great warrior in 
his time, and loft an eye and a heel in the fer- 
vice— -Then, he does not live like any other 
Cbriftian land-man $ but keeps garrifon in his 
lioufe, as if he were in the midft of his enemies, 
and makes his fervants turn out in the nioht, 
watch and watch (as he calls it) all the year 
found. His habitation is defended by a ditch, 
over which he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted 
his court-yard with patereroes continually load- 
ed with Ihot, under the dire&ion of one Mr, 
• Hatchwayy who bad one of his legs ihot away, 
while he z&td as lieutenant on board of the com- 
modore's fliip ; and now, being on half-pay, lives 
with him as bis companion. The lieutenant is 
a very brave man^ a great joker, and, as the fay*- 
ing is, hath got the length of his commander's 
foot — Tho' he has another favourite in the houfe 
called Tom Pipes, that was bis boatfwain's mate» 
and now keeps the fervants in order. Tom is a 
man of few words, but an excellent hand at a 
fong concerning the boatfwain's whittle, hufsle- 
cap and chuck-iartbing — there is not fuch another 
pipe in the county--*So that the commodore lives 

B 4 very 
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very happy in his oi^n manner ; thof he be fome^ 
times thrown \nt6 perilous pa ffions and' qifah^ 

daries, by the application of his poor kinfintny 
whom he can't abide, becaufe as how fo/ne of 
them were the firft occalion of his going to lea. 
Then he fWcats with agony at the fight of an at- 
torney J juft for all the world, as fomc people 
have an antipathy at a cat j for it feems he wad 
once at law, for ftriking one of his officers, and 
caft in a Twinging fum. He is, moreover^ cx* 
ceedingly afRicfted with goblins that difturb his 
reft, and keep fuch a racket in his houfe, that 
you would think (God blefs us !) all the devils in 
liell had broke loofe upon him. It was no longer 
ago than laft year about this time, that he was 
tormented the live-long night by two'^miTchievous 
fptrits that got into his chamber) and played a 
thoufand pranks about his hammock, (for there 
is not one bed within his walls.) Well, Sir, he 
rung his bell, called up all his fervants, got lights, 
and miie a thorough fearch i b.ut the deWl % 
goblin was to be found. He had ri6 fooncr turned 
in again, and the reft of the family gone to flecp, 
than the foul fiends began their game anew. The 
^ommbdore got up in the dark, dicW his cutlafs, 
and attacked them both fo manfully, that, in fire 
ininutes, every thing in the apartment went to 
pieces. The lieutenant hearing the noife, came* 
to his ailiftance ; land Tom Pipes being toW what 
was the matter, lighted his imatch, and going 
down to the yard, fired all the patereroes, as fig- 
nals of diftr^fs. Well, to be fure, the whole 
pariA was in pucker : ibme thought the French 
had landed ; others imagined the commodore's 
houfe was befct by thieves: for my own part, I 

^called up two dragoons that are quartered upon 



Digitized 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 9 

me ; and they fwore with deadly oaths, it was a 

gang of fmngglers engaged with a party of their 
regimenC that lies in the next village ; and mount- 
ing their horfes like lufty fellows, rode up into 
the country a« faft as their beafts could carry 
them. Ah, Mafter ! thefe are hard times, when 
an indufthous body cannot earn his bread, without 
Ibar of the gallows. Your woribip's father (God 
reft his foul !) was a good gentleman, and as 
well refpe£i:ed in this pari{h, as e'er a he that 
walks upon neat's leather. And if your honour 
Ihould want a imall parcel of fine tea, or a few 
anchors of right Nantz, I'll be bound you (hall 
be furniibed to your heart's content. But, as I 
was iaying, the hubbub continued till mornings 
when the parfon being fent for, conjured the fpi* 
rits into the Red Sea ; and the houfe has been 
pretty quiet ever fince. True it is, Mr, Hatch- 
way makes a mock of the whole affair ; and told 
his commander in this very Wcfled fpot, that the 
two goblins were no other than a couple of jack- 
daws which had fallen down the chunney, and 
made a flapping with their wings up and down 
the apartment. But the conimodore, who is 
very choleric, and does not like to be jeered, fell 
into a main high paffion> and fiormed like a pcr^ 
fe£l hurricane, fwearing that he knew a devil 
from a jack-daw as well as e'er a man in the 
three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that the 
birds were found, but denied that they were the 
occafion of the uproar. For my own part, 
Mafter, I believe much may be faid on both fides 
of the queition; thof to be fure, the devil is al- 
ways going about, as the faying is." 

This circumftantial account, extraordinary as 

it was, never altered one feature in the countc- 

ii J nance 
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nance of Mr. Pickle, who having heard it to aa 
endy took the pipe from his mouth, fayingy with a 
look of infinite fagacUy and dcliberationt I do 
fuppofe be is of the Cornifii Trunnions. What 
fort of a woman is his fpoufe Spoufe ! 

cried the other , odd's heart ! I don't think he 
Would marry the queen of Sheba« Lock a day I 
Sir, he won't fuffer his own maids to lie in the 
garrifun, but turns them into an out-houfe, every 
night, before the watch is fet. Blefs your ho- 
nour's ibul ! he isy as it were^ a very oddiih kind 
of a gentleman. Your worfhip would have feen 
him before now ; for, when he is well, he and 
my good mafter Hatchway come hither every 
evening, and drink a couple of canns of rumbo 
apiece i but he has been confined to his houfe 
this fortnight, by a plaguy ht of the gouty which, 
I'll aflure your worfliip^ is a good penny out of 
my pocket/' 

At that inftant, Mr. Pickle's ears were faluted 
with fuch a flrange noifef as even difcompofed 
the mufcles of his face, which gave immediate 
inJications of alarm. This compofition of notes 
at firft refembled the crying of quails, and croak- 
ing of bull^frogs ; but^ as it approached nearer^ 
he could difiingu 101 articulate founds pronounced 
with great violence, in fuch a cadence as one 
would expe£l from a human creature fcolding 
thro' the organs of an afs. Jt was neither fpeak- 
ing nor braying, but a furprifing mixture of bothy 
employed in the utterance of terms abfolutely un- 
intelligible to our wondering merciiant, who had 
juft opened his mouth to exprefk his curiofity^ 
when the landlord, ftarting up at the well knowa 
found, cried, Odd's niggers ! ihere is the com- 
modore with bi§ company, as jure as I live I " 

' and 
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and with his apron began to wipe the duft oiF an 
dbow-chair placed at one fide of the lire, and 
kept (acred for the ea(e and convenience of this 

infirm commander. While he was thus occu- 
pied, a voice ftill more uncouth than the former^ 
bawled aioud» Ho ! the houfe, a boy ! Up-» 
on which the publican, clapping an hand to each 
fide of his head, with his thumbs fixed on his 
earS) rebellowed in the fame tone, which he had 
learned to imitate, Hilloah/' The voice 
again exclaimed, Flave you got any attorneys 
aboard?" and when the landlord replied. 
No, no;'' this man of ftraoge expe£Ution 
came in, fupported by his two dependants, and 
dirplayed a figure every way anfwerable to the 
oddity of his character. He was in ftature at 
leaft fix feet high, tbo' he had contracted an ha- 
bit of ftooping, by living fo long on board j his 
complexion was tawny, and his afpe£t rendered 
hideous by a large fear acrofs his nofe, and a 
patch that covered the place of one eye. Being 
ieated in his chair, with great formality the land* 
lord complimented him upon his being able to 
come abroad again; and having, in a whifpcr^ 
communicated the name of his fellow- gueft^ 
whom the commodore already knew by report, 
went to prepare, with all imaginable difpatcb, the 
firft allowance of his favourite liquor, in three 
feparate canns, (for each was accommodated with 
his own portion apart) while the lieutenant fat 
down on the blind-fide of his commander ; and 
Tom Pipes^ knowing his diftance, with great 
modefty took his (lation in the rear. After a 
paufc of fome minutes, the converfation was be- 
gun by this ferocious chief, who fixing his eye 

upon the lieutenant with a ftcrnnefs of coun c- 

B 6 nin^c 
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nance not to be defcribed, adJrefled him in thefe 
woids: " D— nmy eyes! Hatchway, I^ways 
took you to be a better feaman than to overfet 
our cbaife in fuch fair weather* Blood ! didn't 
I tell you we were running bump afliore, and bid 
you fet in the Iee-brac«, and haul upon a wind I ^* 
YeS) replied the otber with an arch iheer^ I 
do confefe as how you did give fuch orders, after 
you had run us foul of a poft, fo as that the car- 
riage Uy along, and could not right herfelf." I 
run you foul of a poft ! cried the commander i 
d — n my heart! you're a pretty dog, an't you, 
to tell me fo above board to my face ? Did I 
take charge of the chaife ? Did I ftand at the 
faelm ? ^* No, anfwered Hatchway ; that I muft 
confefs you did not fteer ; but howfomever, you 
cunned all the wayy and fo, as you could not fee 
how the land lay, being blind of your larboard 
eye, we were faft afliore, before you knew any 
thing of the matter. Pipes, who flood abaft, 
can teftify the truth of what I fay.'* *' D — n 
my limbs ! refumed the commodore, I don^t va- 
lue what you or Pipes fays, a rope yarn. YouVe 

a couple of mutinous I'll fay no more ; but, 

you ihan't run your rig upon me. Damn 
^ ye> I am the man that learnt you. Jack 
Hatchway, to fplice a rope, and raife a perpendi- 
cular." 

The lieutenant, who was perfedly well ac- 
quainted with the trim of his captain, did not 

chuie to carry on the altercation any farther; but, 
taking up his cann, drank to the health of the 
It ranger, who very courteoufly returned the com- 
. pliment, without, however, prefuming to join 
in the converfation, which fuffered a confiderable 
p.aufe. During this- interruption, Mr, Hatch- 
Way** 
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'Way's wit 6ifplay*d itfelf in fevcral pra£Ucal jokes 
upon the Commodore^ wMi n^hom, he knew, it 
was dangerous to tainper in any other way« Being 
without the fphcre of his vifion, he fecurely pU* 
fered his tobactd^ drank tiis ninf^o» made wry facet, 
and (to ufe the vulgar phrafe) cocked his eye at 
Wm, to the no fmall entertainment of the fpeda* 
tors, Mr. Pickle bimfelf not, excepted, who gave 
evident tokehs ggT uncommon . fatis&dion at the 

'dexterity of this marine pantomime, 
' Mean while, the captain's choler gradually fub- 
fided^ and he was pleafed to defire Hatchway by 
the familiar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to 
read a news-paper that lay on the table before 
him. This talk was accordingly undertaken by 
the lame lieutenant^ who, among other para* 
graphs, read that which follows, with an eleva- 
tion of voice that feemcd to prognofticate fome- 
thing extraordinary, " Wc are informed that 
admiral Bower will very foon be created a Britifli 
peer, for bis eminent fervices during the war, 
particularly in his late engagement with the French 
fleet.*' Trunnion was thunder-ftruck at this 
piece of intelligence. The mug dropt from his 
hand, and (hivcrcd into a thoufand pieces ; his 
eye gliftened like that of a rattle- fnake, and fome 
minutes elapfed before he could pronounce, 
Avaft [ overhaul that article again.'' It was 
no fooner read the fecond time, than fmiting 
the table with his fift, he ftarted up, and with 
the moft violent emphafis of rage and indignation, 
exclaimed, D — n my heart and liver ! 'tis a 
land lie, d'ye fee ; and I will maintain it to be a 
lie, from the fprit-fail-yard to the mizzen top-fail 
haulyards I blood and thunder ! Will. Bower a 
peer gf this realm! a fellow of Y^^^^^V'^^^^ 
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fcarce knows a maft from a manger; a fiiotty* 
nofe boy, whom I my felf have ordered to the 

fun^ for ftealing eggs out of the hen-coops ! and 
Hawfer Trunnion, who commanded a fhip be-> 
fore he could keep a reckoning, am laid afide, 
d'ye fee, and forgotten ! If fo be, as this be the 
cafe, there is a rotten plank in our conftitution, 
which ought to be hove down and repaired, dama 
my eyes ! For my own part, d*ye fee, I was 
. none of your Guinea-pigs \ I did not rife in the 
• fervice by parliamenteering intereft, or a hand- 
fome bitch of a wife. I was not hoifted over 
(he bellies of better men, nor ftrutted athwart 
the quarter-deck in a laced doublet and thingum- 
bobs at the wrifts. Damn my limbs ! I have been 
a hard-working man, and ferved all offices on 
board from cook's Oiifiter to the command of a 
vefleL Here, you Tunlcy, there^s the hand of 
a feaman, you dog.** So faying, he laid hold on 
the landlord's iift, and honoured him with fuch a 
fqueeze, as compelled him to roar with great vo* 
ciferation, to the infinite fatisfadlion of the corn- 
modore, whofe features were a little unbended, 
by this acknowledgment of his vigour ; and he 
thus proceeded in a lefs outrageous ftrain : They 
make a damned noife about this engagement with 
the French : but, agad I it was no more than 
a bum-boat battle, in comparifon with fome that 
I have feen. There was old Rook and Jennings, 
and another whom I'll be damned before I name, 
that knew what fighting was. As for my own 
ihare, d'ye fee, I am none of thofe that hollow 
in their own commendation : but if fo be that * 
I were minded to ftand my own trumpeter, fome 
of thofe little fellows that hold their heads fo 

high, would be taken all aback, as the faying is ; 

tbcy 

Digitized 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 15 

tbey would be afliamed ta Ihew their colours, 

d — n my eyes ! I once lay eight glallcs along-fide 
of the Floor de Loufe, a French man of war^ 
tho* her metal was heaviert and her comfdement 
larger by an hundred hands than mine. You, 
Jack Hatchway, damn ye, what d'ye grin at i 
Jb'ye think I tell a ftor/t becaufe you never 
heard it before ? 

Why, look ye. Sir, anfwered the lieute- 
nant, I'm glad to find you can Aand your own 
trumpeter, on occafion ; thof I wi(h you would 
change the tune ; for that is the fame you have 
been piping every watch, for thefe ten months 
paft. Tunley himfelf will tell you, he has heard 
it five hundred times/ ^ God forgive you, Mr. 
Hatchway, faid the landlord^ interrupting him s 
as I'm an houeft man, and a houfekeeper, I ne- 
ver heard a fyllab of the matter." 

This declaration, tho' not ftri^ly true, was 
extremely agreeable to Mr. Trunnion, who, with 
an air of triumph, obferved, Aha ! Jack, I 
thought I ihould bring you up, with your gibes 
and your jokei. But fuppofe you had heard it 
Before, is that any reafon why it fhouldn't be 
told to another [•jerfon ? There's the ftranger, 
belike he has heard it five hundred times too; 
han't ye, brother?'' addreffing himfelf to Mr. 
Pickle J who, replying with a look expreffing 
curiufity, No, never;'* he thus went on : 

WcU) you feem to be an boneft, quiet fort of 
a man ; and th^efoie, you muft know, as I 
faid before, I fell in with a French man of war, 
Cape Finifterre bearing about fix leagues on the 
weather*bow, and the chace three leagues t& 
leeward, going before the wind : whereupon i fet 
ftuddiijg-fails, and cowing up with her» 

hoiftcd 
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hoifted my jack and cnfign, and poured in a 
whole broadfide, before you could count -three 
^attlins in the -mii^zen flirouds ; for I atwavs keep 
41 good look-out) and love to^unre tlie &r& fire/' 
^* That I'll be fworn> faid Hatchway j for the 
day we made theTiiuroph, you ordered the men 
to bcj when flie was hulKto, by the fame to- 
ken we below pointed the guns at ^ flight of gulis s 
i-and I won a cann of punch from the gunner, by 
killing the firft bird." Exafperated at this far- 
caftn, he replied with greftt vehemence^ You 
fie, labbef ! d-^ yoiur * bone6 ! What hufinefe 
have you to come always athwart my hawfe in 
this manner ? You, Pipesj was upon deck, and 
can bear witnefs) whether or aot I fired too foon* 

Speak, you blood of a* »and that upon the 

word of a fcaman: how did the chace bear of 
lis, when I gave orders to fire ? 

Pipes, who hitherto had fat filent, being thus 
called upon to give his evidence, after diverfe 
ill ange gefticulations, opened his mouth like a 
gafping cod, and with a cadence like that of the 
iaft wind fmging through a cranny, pronqqnced, 
^* Half a quarter of a league right upon our lee- 
beam." *^ Nearer, you porpufs-facM fwab ! 
(cried the. commodore) nearer by twelve fa** 
thom: but, howfomever, that^s enough to 
prove the falfehood of Hatchway's jaw — and fo, 
brother, d^ye fee, (turning to Mr. Pickle) I lay 
along-^ftde of the jFioor de Loufe> yard-arm and 
yaid-arm, plying our great guns and fmall arms, 
and heaving in ftink-pots, powder-bottles, and 
hand-grenades, till our Ihot was all expended, 
double-headed, partridge and grape: then we 
loaded with iron crows, marlin fpikes, and old 
nails, but finding the Frenchman took a great 

deal 
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deal of drubbing, and that he had fliot away all 
our rigging, and killed and wounded a great num* 
ber of our men, d'ye fee, I refolved to run bioi 
Oft board upon his quarter, and fo ordered our 
grapplingS to be got ready i but Monfieur per- 
ceiving what we were about, filled his topfails 
and iheered off, leaving us like a log upon the 
ni^ter^ and otir fcuppers running with blood.'* 
' Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid fuch extra- 
ordinary attention to therehearfal of this exploit, 
'that Trunnion was encouraged to entertain them 
with more ftories of the fame nature, after which 
he obfcrved by way of encomium on the govern- 
ment, that all he had gained in the fcrvice was a 
lame foot and the lofs of an eye* The lieutenant, 
who could not find in his heart to lofe any oppoiv* 
tunity of being witty at the expence of his com- 
mander, gave a loofe to his fatirical t^ent once 
more, faying, I have heard as how you came 
by your lame foot, by having your upper-decks 
overftowed with liquor, whereby you became 
crank, and rolled, d'ye fee, in fuch a manner, 
that by a pitch of the fbip, your ftarboard heel 
* was jammed in one of the fcuppers ; and as for 
the matter of your eye, that was knocked out by 
your own crew when the Lightning was paid off" : 
there's poor Pipes, who was beaten i&to all the 
colours of the rainbow for taking your part, and 
giving you time to fhcer ofFj and I don't hnd as 
how you have rewarded him according as he de* 
ftrves/^ As the commodore could not deny the 
truth of thafe anecdotes, however unfeafonabty 
they were introduced, heafFefled to receive them 
•with good humour, as jokes of the jUeutenant's 
own invetitiiig^ andrqplyfd, " Ay, ay. Jack, 

every bod^y knows your tongue isr. no flaodc>^-» 

but. 
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but, howfomever, I'll work you to an oil for 
thiS) you dog." So faying, he lifted up one of his 
crutcnes, intending to lay it gently a-crofs Mr. 
Hatchway's pate ; but. Jack, with great agility, 
tilted up his wooden leg, with which he warded 
off the blow, to the no fmall admiration of Mr. 
Fickle, and utter aftoniihoient of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had exprefled the fame amaze- 
ment, at the fame feat, at the fame hour, every 
night, for three months before. Trunnion thea 
direding his eye to the boatfwain's mate, You, 
Pipes, (faid he) do you go about and tell people 
that I did not reward you for ftanding by me, 
when I was hufsled by tbofe rebellious rapfcallions ; 
damn you, hadn't you been rated on the books 
ever fmce ?*' Tom, who indeed had no words 
to fpare, fat fmoaking his pipe with great indiffe- 
rence, and never dreamed of paying any regard 
to thefe interrogations, which being repeated 
and reinforced with many oaths, that (however) 
produced no effefl:, the commodore pulled out 
his purfe, faying, Here, you bitch's baby, here's 
fomething better than a (mart ticket ; and threw 
it at his nlent deliverer, who received and pock- 
eted his bounty, without the leafl demonftration 
of furprize or fatisfadion; while the donor turn- 
ing to Mr. Pickle, You fee brother, (faid he) 
I make good the old faying, we failors get money 
like hories,' and fpend it like afles ; come, Pipes, 
let's have die boatfwain's whiftle, and be jovial/^ 
This mufician accordingly, applied to his mouth 
the filver inftrument that hung at a button-hole 
of his jacket, by a chain of the (ame metal, and 
though not quite to ravifliing as the pipe of 
Hermes, produced a found fo loud and (hrill, that 
the flnuiger (as it were in&ukOivcly) flopped 

his 
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his ears, to preferve his organs of hearing from 
fuch a dangerous invafion. The prelude being 
thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg 
of an oftrich that depended from the cieling, 
and without once moving them from that objedt, 
performed the whole cantata in a tone of voice 
that feemed to be the joint iflfue of an Irilh bag- 
pipe, and a fow-gelder*s horn ; the commodore, 
the lieutenant and landlord joined in the choru5> 
repeating this elegant fiana^, 

Buftle, buftle, brave boys ! 

Let us fing, let us toil, 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour's the price of our joys* 

The third line was no fooner pronounced, than 
the cann was lifted to every man's mouth with 
admirable uniformity ; and the next word taken 
up at the end of their draught, with a twang 
equally expreflSve and harmonious. In fhort, 
the company began to underftand one another f 
' Mr. Pickle feemed to ttXifh the entertainment) 
and a correfpondence immediately commenced 
between him and Trunnion, who (hook him by 
the hand, drank to further acquaintance, and 
even invited him to a meis of pork and peafe in 
the garrifon. The compliment was returned, 
good fellowftiip prevailed, and the night was 
pretty far advanced, when the merchant's man 
arrived with a lanthorn to light his mafter home ; 
upon which, the new friends parted, after a mu- 
tual promife of meeting next evening in the iame 
place. 

CHAP. 
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Jtfrs. Grizzle Mirts berfelf in finding a proper 

match for her brother ; who is accordingly imrO' 
duced t$ the young lady wh$m he marries in due 
feafon^ 

I Have been the more circumftaiitial in opening 
the chara<^er of Trunnion^ becaufe he beard 
a coniiderable fliare in the courfe of thefe me'- 
fnoirs ; but, now it is high time to refume the 
confideration of Mrs. Grizzle, who, fince her 
arrival In the country, had been engroiTcd by a 
double eare, namely, that of finding a fuitable 
match for her brother, and a comfortable yoke- 
/ellow for herfelf. 

Neither v^as this aim the refuit of any iini- 
Stet or frail fuggeftion, but the pure di&tes of 
that laudable ambition, which prompted her to 
the prcfervation of the family name. Nay, fo 
ilirmterefted was Ihe in this purfuit, that, poft- 
poning her neareft concern^ jor at leaft leaving 
her own fate to the filent operation of her charms, 
•flie laboured with fuch indefatigable zeal in behalf 
of her brother, that before, they bad been three 
months fettled in the country, the general topick 
of convcrfation in the neighbourhood, was an in- 
tended match between the rich Mr. Pickle and 
the tair nii& Appleby, daughter of a gentlemafi 
•who lived in the mxt pacilh, and who, though 
he had but little fortune to beftow upon his chil- 
dren, had to (ufe his own phrafe) replenifhed 

their veins with fome of the beft blood in the 
county» 

This 
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This yottng lady, whofe chara&er and difpo* 
fition Mrs. Grizzle had inveiligated to her owa 
lafitfiMftbii, wiaxiflU for the fpomh aS Mr. 
Picktei and m wertitre aocotdhigly made to her 
father, who being overjoyed at the propofal, gave 
bi$ confent writfaout hefitatioa, and even reconi'* 
memded die immediate CMecndoci of tihe projed 
with {ttch eageroefs, as £semed to indicate ettha? 
a fufpfidon of Mr. Pickle's conftancy, or a diffi-> 
dence -^f his own daughter's conylexion, whi^, 
peiSiaps, theython^iiaoiiuigittne^ Co keep much 
longer cool. The previous point being thus fet- 
tled, our merchant, at the inftigation ^ Mrs; 
Crtkaicy went to vifit his future father-inJaw^ 
Bod sfiirDdiieed to the iiaaghter, widh wbmi 
he had, that fame afternoon, an opportunity of 
being alone. What pafTed in that interview, 
never could leara^ though bom the diara£^er of 
the fuitor, the reader may juftly concliuie that 
fhe was not much teized with the impertinence 
of his addreilfes. He was not, I believe, the lefs 
welcome for thst reafon $ certain it iSf file made 
no objcftion to his taciturnity, and when her fa- 
ther communicated his refolution, acquiefced 
with the moil ^piou^ refignation. But» Mrs. Griz-* 
sle, in order to ^ve the lady a more'fav.ourabte 
idea of his intellects than what his converfation 
could pofTibly infpire, was refolved to di£late a 
letter, which her brother (hould tranfcribe and 
tranfmit to his miftrefs, as the produce of his own 
underftandLng ; and had adually compofed a very 
tender billet for this purpofe; yet her intention 
iKras intirely fruftrated by the mtiapprehenrion of 
the lover iumfelf, who, in conlbquence of his fif*- 
ter's repeated admonitions, anticipated her fcheme, 

by writing for bim£ei/> and 4vipatchin& the letter 
' ^ one 
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one afternoon, while Mrs. Grizzle was vifiting 
at the parfon's. 

Neither was this ftep the tSeSt of his vanity or 
precipitation ; but having been often aflured by 
his fifter, that it was abfolutely neceffary for him 
to make a declaration of his love in writing, he 
took this opportunity of a£ling in conformity to 
her advice, when his imagination was unengaged 
or undifturbed by any other fuggettion, without 
fufpe<£^ing in the leaft, that ihe intended to fave 
him the trouble of exercifiiig his own genius. 
Left, therefore, as he imagined, to his ovfn in* 
. ventionsj he fat down and produced the following 
morceau, which was tranfmitted to mifs Appleby, 
before his fifter and counlellor had the leaft intt* 
mation of the affair. 

,Miis Sally Applbby, . 
Madam^ 

UNderftanding you have a parcel of heart, 
warranted found, to be difpofed of, lhaU 
be willing to treat for faid commodity, on reafon* 
able terms ; doubt not, flsali ^ee for fime ; fliaU 
wait of you for further information, when and 
where you ihall appoint. This the needful from 

Yours, &c. 

Ga^. Fickle* 

This laconic epiille, Hmple and unadorned as 
it was, met with as cordial a reception from the 
perfon to whom it was addreffcd, as if it had 
been couched in the moft elegant terms that deli-j 
cacy of paflion and cultivated genius could fup- 
ply : nay, I believe, was tjie more welcome, on 

account 
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account of ita mercantile plainnefs i becaufe 
when an advantageous match is in view, a fenfi^ 

ble woman often conriders the flowery profeffions 
and rapturous exclamations of love, as enfnaring 
ambiguities, or at beft impertinent preliminaries, 
that retard the treaty they are defigned to pr^ 
mote : whereas Mr. Pickle removed all difagree- 
able uncertainty, by defcending at once to the moft 
interefting particular. 

She had no fooner, as a dutiful child, commu-* 
nicated this billet-doux to her father, than he as a 
careful parent vifited Mr. Pickle, andinprefence of 
Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal explanation of 
his fentiments with regard to his daughter Sally* 
Mr* Gamaliel, without any ceremony, aflured 
him he had a refpe^i; for the young woman, and 
with his good leave, would Cake her for better for 
worfe ^ and Mr. Appleby, after having exprefled 
his fatisfadion that he had fixed his affe£lions in 
his family, and comforted the lover with the af* 
furance of his being agreeable* to the young lady, 
they forthwith proceeded to the articles of the 
marriage- fettlement, which being difcuiTed and 
detenninedji a lawyer vras ordered to engrois 
them ; the wedding cloaths were bought, and in 
fliort, a day was appointed for the celebration of 
their nuptials, to which every body of any fa* 
fliron in the neighbourhood was invited. Among 
thefe commodore Trunnion and Mr. Hatchway 
were not forgotten, being the fole companions 
of the bridegroom, with whom, by this time, 
they had contra^d a fort of intimacy at their 
V nodlurnal rendezvous. 

They had received a previous intimation of 
what was on the anvil, from the landlord, before 
Mr* Sickle though proper to declare himfelf % in 
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cooibquence of wbU:h» tbe topfiki^f th«i om^^eyed 

ral evenings before, had been thelbUy ^nd plague 
of matrimony, on which he held forth >vith 
great vehemence of aiiuiisy levelled at jtb^ im 
wfaoia he reprdented as devils iMamate. fentr 
from hell, to tormjent mankind ; and in particu* 
lar,. inveighed againft old maid^ for whom be 
feemed to entertain a Angular amrfion ; svbila 
his ^icnd Jack :c»nfimaed the Irutb of all 
bis allegations, and gratified hi3 own malig- 
naat vein at the Came time, by clenching every 
fentence with a fly joke upon the marded ihte» 
built upon fame alhA»n to a Chip or -fea^&ring 
life. He compared a woman to a great gun loaded 
jMrith £re, lifiQ^one and Boife, which being yior 
lentljr Jieated, will bounce ^nd ao4piay the 
devil, if you don't take i^eialcare of her breediH^ 
ings. He faid ftie was like a hurricane that ne« 
v^r J}1dws &^om one quaoer^ but veers about to 
all points of the compafi : be likened her to a 
painted galley curioufly rigged, with a leak in her 
hold, which her hufband would never be able to 
. ftop. He obferved that her ifldinatiops wece like 
the Bay of Bifcay s for olhy i becaule you may 
heave your deep fea lead long enough, without 
ever reaching the bottom* Th^ he who xomes. 
to an anchor on a wife, may find himfelf imoored 
in damned, foul ground, and after all, can't for 
his blood flip his cable ; and that for his own part, 
thof he might make Ibort trips for pafiime^ be 
would never embarJcin woman on die voyage of 
life, becaufe he was afraid of foundering in the 
iirft foul weather. 

In all probability, .tfaefe infmuatlons made ibma 
tmpreiixon .on the mind of JVk. Fickle^ who.was 

i not 
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not very much inclined to run great rifks of any 
kind ; but the injundions and importunitiea of 
his fifter^ who was bent upon the matcbt over* 
balanced the opinion of his fea friends, who 
finding him determined to marry, notwithftand- 
ing all the hints of caution they had thrown out) 
refolved to accept his invitation, and honoured 
his nuptials with their prefence accordingly. 

CHAR IV, 

The behaviour of Mrs, Grizzle at the wdding^ 
with an account of the guefis. 

I Hope it Will not thought uncharitable, if I 
advance by way of conjefture, that Mrs* 
rizzle^ on this grand occafion, fummoned her 
whole exertion, to play oiF the artilleiy of her 
charms, upon the fingle gentlemen who were in* 
vited to the entertainment : fure I am, fhe dil^ 
played to the heft advantage all the engaging qua* 
lities ihe poffefled : her affability at dinner was 
altogether uncommon, her attention to the guefts 
was fuperfluouflyhofpitable, her tongue wasfheath- 
ed «with amoft agreeable and infantine lifp, her ad<« 
drefi was perfedly obliging ; and though) confer 
ous of the extraordinary capacity of her mouthy 
file would not venture to hazard a laugh, (he 
modelled her lips into an enchanting fimper» 
which played upon her countenance all day long i 
nay, (he even profited by that defed in her vifion 
we have already obferved, and fecurely contem- 
plated thofe features which were moft to her like- 
ing, while the reft of the company believed her 
regards were difpofed in a quite contrary dire6iion. 
With what humilitY of complaifance did flbe re- 
VoL. !• C ceivc 
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ccive the compliments of thofe who could not 
iielp praidng the elegance of the banquet ! and 
iiow pioufly did fhe feize that opportunity of com* 
Aiemorating the honours of bar fire, by obferving 
that it was no merit in her to underftand fome- 
ihing of entertainments, as (he had occafion to 
iprefide at fo many, during the mayoralQr of her 
papa ! Far from difcovering the leaft fymptom of 
|>ride and exultation, when the opulence of her 
family became the fubje£t of converfation, ihe 
aiTumed a Severity of countenance $ and after - 
liaving moralized on the vanity of riches, declared 
that thofe who looked upon her as a fortune, 
ivcre very much miftaken ; for her father had left 
jher so Haore than poor five thoufand pounds^ 
which, with what little (he had faved of the inte- 
reft fmce his death, was all fhe had to depend 
^pon : indeed, if fhe had placed her chief feUdQr 
in wealth, (he (hould not have been fo forward 
in deftroying her own expeftations, by adviiing 
and promoting the event at which they were now 
fo happily aiTembled i but fhe hoped ihe (hould 
always have virtue enough to pofi^one any tnte-* 
refted confideration, when it fiiould happen to 
daCh with the happinefs of her friends. Fi- 
nally, fuch was her modefty and felf* denial, that 
0ie induftriouily informed thofe whom it might 
concern, that ihe was no leis than three years ' 
older than the bride ; though had fhe added ten 
,to the reckoning, ihe would have committed no 
jniftake in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to 
the fatisfaclioa of all prefent, fhe in the afternoon 
jegaled them with a tune on the harpfichord, as- 
companied-with her voice^ which, though not the 
xnoft i&elodioua in the world, I dare fay, would 

have 
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{Gave been equally at their fervice, could fhe have 
vyed with Philomel in ibng; and as the laft effort 

of her complaifance when dancing was propofed, 
file was prevailed upon, at the requeft of her new 
filler, to open the ball in perfon. 
- In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure 
in thisfeftival, and almoft eclipfed the bride, who 
far from feeming to difpute the prcheminence, 
very wifely allowed her to make the beft of her 
talents ; contenting herfelf with the lot to which 
fortune had already called her, and which fl^Q 
imagined would not be the lefs defirable, if bet 
fifter- in-law were detached from the family* 

I believe I need fcarce adverttfe the reader, 
that during this whole entertainment, the com* 
modore and his lieutenant were quite out of their 
element ; and this indeed, was the cafe with the 
bridegroom himfelf, who being utterly unac- 
quainted with any fort of polite commerce, found 
himfelf under a very difagreeable refiraint during 
the whole fcene. 

Trunnion, who had fcarce ever been on fliore 
till he was paid off", and never once in his whole 
life, in the company of .any females above the 
rank of thofe who herd upon the point at Portf*- 
mouth, was more embarrailed about bis beha« 
viour than if he had been furrounded at fea by 
the whole French navy. He had never pro- 
nounced the word Madam fince he was born, fo 
that far from entering into converfetion with the 
ladies, he would not even return the compliment,' 
or give the leaft nod of civility when they drank 
to bis health ; and I verily believe, v^ould rather 
have fufFered fuffbcation, than allowed the Ample 
phrale, your few ant ^ to proceed from his mouth. 
He 4i[together as inflexible with refpe£t to the 
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attitudes of his body; for, either through ob^- 
nacy or balbfulnefs> he fat upright without mo- 
tion, mfomuch that he provoked the mirth of a 
certain wag, who addreffing bimfelf to the lieu* 
tenant, afked whether that was the commodore 
himfelf, or the wooden lion that ufed to fiand at 
his gate I An image to wbich^ it muft be ownedt 
Mr. Trunnion's perfon bore no faint refemblance* 

Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite fo unpo- 
li(hed as the commodore, and had certain notions 
that feemed to approach the ideas of common life» 
made a lefs uncouth appeamnce; but then he was 
a wit, and though of a very peculiar genius, par- 
took largely of. that difpofition which is common 
to all wits, who never enjoy themfelves, except 
when their talents meet with thofe marks of di- 
flindion and veneration, which (in their own 
opinion) they deferve. 

Thefe circumftances being premifed, it is 
not to be wondered at, if this triumvirate made 
no objeftions to the propofal, when fome of 
the grave perfonages of the company made a 
motion for adjourning into another apartment, 
where they might enjoy their pipes and bottles, 
while the young folks indulged themfelves in the 
continuance of their own favourite diveriion. Thus 
refcued, as it were, from a ftate of annihilation, the 
firft ufe the two lads of the caftle made of their ex- 
igences was to ply the bridegroom fo hard with 
bumpers, that in lefs than an hour he made divers 
efforts to itng, and foon after was carried to bed, de^ 
privcd of all manner of fenfation, to the utter dif- 
appointment of the bridemen and maids, who^ by 
this accident, were prevented from throwing thle 
ftocking; and performing certain other ceremo- 
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nies pra£lifed on fuch occafions. As for the bride, 
(he bore this misfortune with great good humour, 
and indeedi on all occafions, behaved like a dif- 
creet woihan^ perfedly well acquainted with the 
nature of her own fituation* 



C H A R V. 

Mrs* Pickle ajfumes the reins of gevernmifti in her 

mm family ; her fijier -in-law undertakes an 
enterprize of great moment j but is for fame time 
£virtid from her purpofe^ by a very inter ejiing 
conftderation. 

Hatevcr deference^ not to fay fubmifllon, 
Ihe had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before 
flie was fo nearly allied to her family, £he no 
fooner became Mrs. Pickle, than flie thought it 
incumbent upon her to, a^ up to the dignity of 
the chamber ; and the very day after the mar- 
riage, ventured to dlfpute with her fitter in-law 
on the fubje£l of her own pedigree, which (he 
affirmed to be more honourable in all refpeifts than 
that of her hufband; obierving that feveral 
younger brothers of her houfc had arrived at the 
ftation of lord mayor of London, which was the 
higheft pitch of greatnefs that any of Mr. Pickle's 
predecelTors had ever attained* 

This prefumption was like a thunderbolt to 
Mrs. Grizzle, who began to perceive that &e 
had not fucceeded quite fo well as (he imagined^ 
in fele^ng for her brother a gentle and obedient 
yoke-fellow, who would always treat her with 
that profound refpe^i which (he thought due to 
her fuperior genius, and be entirely regulated by 
her advice and direction : however, flie fkill con- 
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tinued to manage the reins of government in tb€ 
houfe, reprehending the fervants as ufual ; an of* 

iice fhe performed with great capacity, and in 
xvhich ihe Teemed to take fmgular delight, until 
^rs. Pickle, on pretence of confuldng her eafe, 
told her one day ihe would take that trouble ugon 
herfelf, and for the future aflume the manage- 
ment of her own family. Nothing could be more 
mortifying to Mrs. Grizzle than fuch a dedara* 
tion, to which, after a confiderable paufe, and 
ftrange diftortion of look, (he replied, I fl^all 
never refufe or repine at any trouble that may 
conduce to my brother's advantage." Dear 
madam/' anfwered the fifter, ^< I am infinitely 
obliged to your kind concern for Mr. Pickle 
intereft, which I confider as my own, but I can- 
not bear to fee you a fufferer by your firiendihip i 
and therefore, iniift upon exempting you from 
the fatigue you have borne fo long.** 

In vain did the other proteft that {he took 
pleafure in the talk $ Mrs« Pickle afcribed the af- 
ibrance to her excefs of complaifance, and ex- 
prefled fuch tendernefs of zeal for her dear fifter's 
health and tranquillity,, tliat the relu&ant maiden 
found herfelf obliged to refign her authority, 
wiihout enjoying the leaft pretext for complain- 
ing of her being depofed. 

This difgrace was attended by a fit of peevifh 
devotion that lafled three or four weeks ; during 
which period, (he had the additional chagreen of 
feeing the young lady gain an abfolute afcendcncy 
over the mind of her brother, who was perfuaded 
to fet up a gay equipage, and improve his houfe* 
keeping, by an augmentation in his expence, to 
the amount of a thoufand a year at leaft : tho* 

this alteration in theoeconomy of bis bouihoM, 

ef- 
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effbded no change in his own difpofition, or man* 
ncr of Kfe ; for, foon as the painful ceremony of 
receiving and returning vifits was performed, he- 
had recourfe again to the companv of bis fea- 
friends, with whom he fpent the beft part of bis^ 
time. But, if he was fatisfied with his condition, 
the cafe was otherwife with Mrs. Grizzle, who- 
finding her importance in the fjmily greatly di— 
minilhed, her attra£^ions negle^d by all the 
male-fex in the neighbourhood, and the withering 
hand of time hang threatning over her head, be- 
gan to feel the horror of eternal virginity, and in 
a fort of defperation, refolved at any rate to 
refcue herfelf from that reproachful and uncom- 
fortable fituation. Thus determined, flbe formed 
a plan, the execution of which, to a fpirit lefa 
eriterprizing and fuflicient than her^s, would have- 
appeared altogether imprafticable ; this was no 
other than to make a conqueft of the commo- 
dore's heart, which the reader will eafily believe 
was not very fufceptible of tender impreffions $ 
but, on the contrary, fortijfied with infenfibilit5r 
and prejudice againft the charms of the whole 
fex, and particularly prepofleiTed to the prejudice 
of that clafs diftingutlhed by the appellation of- 
old maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was, by this " 
time, unhappily ranked. She neverthelefs took^ 
the field, and having invefted this feetningly itnr 
pregnable fortrefs, began to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother's, by 
fringing certain enfnaring commendations on 
die honefty and fincerity of fea-faring people^ 
paying a particular attention to his plate, and af« 
fedting a fimper of approbation at every thing he 
faid which by any means (he could confirue into 
a joke, or wlthmodefty be fuppofcd to beai^ 
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tkzy% even when he left decency on the left hand^ 

(which was often the cafe) (he ventured to repri- ♦ 
mand his freedom of fpeech with a gracious 
grin^ fayingt *^ Sure you gentlemen belong- 
ing to the fea have fuch an odd way with yon/' 
But, all this complacency was fo ineffeftual, that, 
far from (urpe&iag the true caufe of it, the com* 
modore^ that very evening, at the dub, in pre* 
fence of her brother, with whom^ by this time, 
he could take any manner of freedom, did rot 
fcruple to damn het for a fquinting, block-faced, 
chattering piis-kitchen ; and immediately after 
drank defpair to all old maids ; a toaft which 
Mr. Pickle pledged without the leaft hefitation, 
and next day intimated to bis Mer, who bore 
the indignity with furprifing refignation, and did 
not therefore delift from her fcheme, unpromifmg 
a$ it feemed to be, until her attention was called 
off, and engaged ia another care, which, for 
foine time, interrupted the progrefs of this de« 
figri. Her filler had not be&n married many 
moQthif when (he exhibited evident fymptoms 
of pregnancy^ to the general fatisfadion of all 
concerned, and the inexpreffible joy of Mrs. 
Grizzle, who (as we have already hinted) was 
i9ore interefted in the prefervation of the family-^ 
luunc, than in any oth^r confideration what- 
ever. She therefore no fooner difcovered appear* 
ances to juftify and confirm her hopes, than port- 
poning her own purpofe, and laying afide that 
pique and refentment (lie had coneeived from the 
behaviour of Mrs. Pickle, when (he fuperfeded 
her authority 9 or perhaps, confidering her in no 
other light than that of the vehicle which con- 
tained, and was defined to cohvey her brother's 

li^ to light, (he determined ta exert her utter^ 
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tnoft in nurfing, tending, and cherifbing her^ 
during the term of her important charge. With 
this view (he purchafed Culpepper's midwifery, 
which, with that fagacious performance dignified 
with Ariftotle's name^ (he ftudied with indefati-^ 
gable care, and diligently perufed the Com pleat 
Houfe-wife, together with Quincy's difpenfatory> 
culling every jelly, marmalade and conferve 
which thefe authors recommend as either falutary 
©r toothfome, for the benefit and comfort of her 
fifter*in-law, during her geftation.. She reftrifted 
her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruity and alt 
Ibit of vegetables ; and one day when Mrs. Pickle 
had plucked a peach with her own hand, and 
was in the very a6t of putting it between her 
teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived the ra(h attempt^ 
and running up to her, fell upon her knees m 
the garden, intreating her, with tears in her 
eyes, to rehft fuch a pernicious appetite. Her 
requeft was no fooner complied with, than recol** 
leding that if her filler's longing was baulked^ 
the child might be affefled with feme difagreeable 
mark, or deplorable difeafe, (he begged as ear* 
neftly that (he would fwaUow the fruit, and ixk 
the mean time ran for fome cordial water of her 
own compofing, which {he forced upon her fifter^ 
as an antidote to the poifon Ihe had received. 

This excefive zeal and tendernefs did net fail 
to be very troublefome to Mrs. Pickle,, who» 
having revolved divers plans for the recovery of 
hei own eafe, at length determined to engage 
Mra. Grizzle m fuch employment as would inter«^ 
rapt that clofe attendance which ihe found 'fcl> 
teizing and difagreeable- Ntither did flie wafr 
long for an opportunity of puttiRg her refolution^ 
n m^Qke^ The very next da;» a gentle ma» 
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happening to dine with Mr. Pickle, unfortu* 

natcly mentioned a pine-apple, part of which he 
had eaten a week before at the houfe of a noble- 
man who lived in another part of the country^ 
at the dtftance of an hundred miles at leaft. 

The name of this fatal fruit was no fooner 
pronounced, than Mrs. Grizzle, who inceilantly 
watched her fifter's looks, took the alarm, be* 
caufe (he thought they gave certain indications 
of curiofity anddefire j and after having obferved 
that ihe herfelf never could eat pine-applesy 
which were altogether unnatural produ^ons, ex- 
torted by the force of artificial fire, out of filthy 
manure, afked with a faultcring voice, if Mrs. 
Pickle was not of her way of thinking I This 
young lady, who wanted neither llynefs nor pe* 
netration, at once divined her meaning, and re* 
plied with feeming unconcern, that for her own . 
part ihe fhould never repine9 if there was not a 
pine-apple in the yniverfe, provided Ihe could 
indulge herfelf with the fruits of her own coun- 
try. 

This anfwer, which was calculated for the be- 
nefit of the ftranger, who would certainly have 

fufFered for his imprudence by the refentment of 
Mrs. Grizzle, had her fifter exprelTcd the lead 
reli(h for the fruit in queftion : I fay, this an^ 
fwer had the defired efFe£i;, and re-eftablifhed the 
peace of the company, which was not a little 
endangered by the gentleman's want of confidera- 
tion* Next morning, however, after breakfaft^ 
the pregnant lady, in purfuance of her plan, 
yawned (as it were by accident) full in the face 
o\ her maiden fifter, who being infinitely di- 
fturbed by this convulfion, affirmed it was a fymp- 
torn of longing j and infilled upon; Iqipwing the 

^ . obje£l 

Digitized by 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 35 

oh]e6k in defire, when Mrs. Pickle affeding aa 
afie£ted fmile, told her (be had eaten a moft de« 
licious pine-apple in her fleep. This deciara^ 
tion was attended with an immediate fcream ut- 
tered by Mrs. Grizzle 1 who iniiantly perceiving 
her iifter furprized at the exclamation) dafped 
her in her arms, and aflured her, with a fort of 
hyftcrical laugh, importing horror rather than de- 
light, that (he could not help fcreaming with joy, 
becaufe Ihe had it in her power to gratify her 
dear fifter^s wifli ; a lady in the neighbourhood 
having promifed to fend her, in a prefent, a cou- 
ple of fine pine-apples, which ihe would that very 
day go in queft of. 

Mrs, Pickle would by no means confent tO' 
this propofal, on pretence of fparing the other 
unnece&ry fatigue; and afitiredher, that, if (he 
. had any defire to eat a pine-apple, itwaafofaint^ 
that the difappointment could produce no bad 
coniequence* But this aiUixance was- conveyed 
in a manner (which (he knevs' very well how ta 
adopt) that inflead of difliiading^ rather ftimu* 
lated Mrs. Grizzle to fet out immediately, not 
on a vifit to that lady, whofe promife (he herfelf 
bad feigned with a view of confulting her fiiler's- 
tranquillity, but on a random fearch thro* the 
whole county for this unlucky fruit, which was- 
like to produce fo much vexation and prejudice to 
her and her father's houfe.. 

During three whole days and nights, did (he,, 
attended by a valet, ride from place to place 
without fuccefs, unmindful of her health, and« 
carelefs of her reputation, that beg^n - to f uffer • 
from the nature of her inquiry, which was pur^- 
fued with fuch peculiar eagernefs and diftra6^ion, 

that every body w^tb whom ihe converjfed, looked 
^ C 6 upon 
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upon her as an unhappy perfon> whofe inteUciS^ 
were net a little difordered. *^ 

Baffled in all her refearcfaea within the coiinty, 
ihe at length refolvcd to vifit that very nobleman, 
at whofe boufe the officious firanger had been 
(for her) fo unfortunately regakd,^ and. adually 
arrived in a poft-cbaife at the place of his habl* 
tation, where Reintroduced her bufmefs as an af- 
fair on which the happinefs of a whole family 
depended. But^ alas ! ihe had come too late $ 
liis lordihip lamented, in very polite and pathetic 
terms, that he was difabled from exerting his hu* 
joanity, and enjoying the pleafure he fhould feet 
in contributing to the happinefs of his fellow- 
creatures, at Aich an eafy rate ; telling her, that 
he had unluckily, the very day before, Tent the 
two laft pine-apples his garden had produced, ia 
a prefent to a certain lady in.theneighbourhood«. 

Mrs. Grizzle was fo affeded with. this explana- 
tion, that (he fainted away, and was immediately 
carried to the public houfe^. where ihe had left 
l^er borfes, and where ihe remained inconfolable 
for ' the dtfappointmmt, which in all likehhood 
would have proved more fatal to her than to the 
peribn for whom ike was fo pioufly concerned,, 
had not (he in thei evening, by the medium o£ 
her own fervant,^ received a hint from the no- 
bleman's gardener, that for five pieces (he (hould 
be furnifhed with a couple of as line apples aa. 
ever were feen in England. The terms (1 fcarc« 
need fky) wer<e greedily embraced, the fruit fe- 
curcd in her pofTeffion ; and fhe departed that 
very night on her return to her brother's houfe» 
where fie fafely arrived with her acquHition, and 
wa&moft cordtaUy received by her fitter, who 
had bee^i under fome apgrehenliofls hei^ ac- 

^ Goumu. 
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count. Neither was his lordfliip forgotten ir> 
Mrs. Griz^e's benedidioB^ when fhe uod^rflqod 
fronr lbe vaJeF.who fxcompanied her, tbat he 
had, with his own eyes^ feen above an hundred 
pine-apples ripe for cutting in his garden the 
evening of that very on, which he had a£- 
fyxeA hor that there was not one I^. 



■ C H A ?• VI. 

Mrs. Grizak is mdefatigaih in gratifying her 

fifter^s longings. Peregrine is horny and nta^ 
naged contrary to the diretUons and remonjirance^ 
0f his aiuU^ who is difgujled upon that acfounti 
And refumes tbs plan which Jb$ had befire rg* 
jelled. 

TH E.fuccefs of this device would have en« 
couraged Mrs. Pickle to pra£life more of 

the fame fort upon her fifter-in-law, had fhe not 
been deterred by a violent fever which feized her 
zealous ally, in confequence of the fatigue and 
uneafinefi (he had undergone ; whicb^ while it 
lafted, as efFe<£lually conduced to her repofe, as 
any other ftratagem fhe could invent. But Mrs,, 
GriZizle's health was no £)oner reftored, than the 
other being as much incommoded as ever, was^ 
obliged, in her own defence, to have recourfe to 
ibme other contrivance ; and managed her artiii- 
' ces in fuch a manner^ as leaves it at this day » 
doubt whether (he was really fo whimTical and 
capricious in her appetites as flie herfelf pretended 
to be} for her longings were not redri^ted to the 
demands eif the palate and ftomach, but alfo af*-* 
ft^ied all the other organs of feArf> and even In- 

vadedi 
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vaded her imagination, which at this pQiod 

fecmed to be ftrangely difeafed. 

One time ihe longed to pinch her hulband's 
ear $ and it was with infinite difficulty that his 
ter could prevail upon him to undergo the ope* 
ration. Yet this tafk was eafy, in comparifon 
with another ihe undertook for the gratification 
of Mrs. Pickle's unaccountable defire | which was 
no other dian to perfuade the commodore to fub- 
mit his chin to the mercy of the big-bellied lady, 
who ardently wiQied for an opportunity of pluck* 
ing three black hairs from his beard. When this 
propofal was firft communicated to Mr. Trun- 
nion by the huiband, his anfwer was nothing but 
a dreadful effufion of oaths, accompanied with 
fuch a ftarcy and delivered in fuch atone of voice, 
as terrified the poor befeecher into immediate 
filence ; fo that Mrs. Grizzle was fain to take the 
whole enterprize upon herfelf, and next day went 
to the g^rifon accordingly, where having obtained 
entrance by means of the lieutenant, who, while 
his commander was afleep, ordered her to be ad- 
mitted for the joke's fake, ihe waited patiently 
till he turned out, and then accofted him in the 
yard, where he ufed to perform his morning 
walk. ^ He was thunder-ftruck at the appearance 
of a woman in a place which he had hitherto 
kept facred from the whole fex, and imniediately 
began to utter an apoftrophe to Tom Pipes, whofe 
turn it was then to watch ; when Mrs. Grizzle 
falling on her knees before him, conjured him 
with many pathetic fupplications, to hear and 
grant her requeft, which was no fooner fignified, 
than he bellowed in fuch an outragious manner, 
that the whole court re-ecchoed the opprobrious 
term iiuh 3 and the word dammtim which he 

repeated 



Digitized 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 39 

repeated with furprifing volubility, without any 
fort of propriety or connection and retreated 
into his penetralia^ leaving the bai&ed devotee in 
the humble pofture (he had fo ujifuccei^fully 
chofen to melt his obdurate heart. 

Mortifying as this repulfe muft have been to a 
lady of her (lately difpofition, (he did not rellnquUh 
her aim, but endeavoured to intereft the commo- 
dore's counfellors and adherents in hercaufe. With 
this view (he follicited the intereft of Mr. Hatch«> 
way, who being highly pleafed widi a drcum*'» 
ftance in all probability fo produftive of mirth 
and diverfion^ readily entered into her meafures.^ 
and promifed to employ his whole influence for 
her fatisfadion : and as for the boatfwain*s mate^ 
he was rendered propitious by the prefent of a 
guinea which (he flipt into his handl In (hortt 
Mrs. Grizzle was continually engaged in this 
negotiation for the fpace of ten days, during 
which the commodore was fo inceHantly pef- 
tered with her remonftrances, and the admoni* 
tibns of his afibciates, that he fwore his people 
had a defign upon his life, which becoming a 
burthen to him, he at laft complied, and was 
CQndu<^ed to the fcene like a vi&im to the altar, 
by the exulting priefts ; or rather growling like 
a reluSant bear, when he is led to the ftake 
amidft the (houts and cries of butchers and their 
dogs. After all, this vi&ory was not quite fo de« 
ciiive as the conqueron imagined} for the patient 
being fet, and the performer prepared with a pair 
of pincers, a fmall difficulty occurred : (he could 
not for fome time difcern one black hair on the 
whole fuperficies of Mr. Trunnion's face ; when 
Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and difcoh- 
cericd, bad recouxfe to a magnifying glafs that 



Digitized 



40 The Adventures of 

ftood upon her toilette; and after a moft accurate 
exammation^ difcovered a fibre of a duiky hue, 

to which the inftrument being applied, Mrs. 
Pickle pulled it up by the roou, to the no fmall 
difcompofure of the owiier, who feeling the 
fmart much more fevere than he had exptded, 
ftarted up, and fvvore he would not part with 
another hair to fave them all from damnation. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and 
refignation^ Mrs. Grizzle repeated her intreatiea 
with great humility ; but finding him deaf to all 
her prayerS) and abfolutely bent upon leaving the 
houfe, (he dafped his knee9> and be^ed for the 
love of God that he would have compailion upon 
a difireiTed family, and endure a little more for 
the fake of the poor infant* who would others 
wife be born with a grey beard upon ix% chin.. 
Far from being melted, he was rather exafperated 
by this reflcdtion ; to which he replied with great 
indignation^ Damn ye for a yaw-fighted bitch f 
he'U be hanged long enough before he has any 
beard at all fo faying, he difengaged himfelf 
from her embraces, flung out at the door, and 
halted homewards with fuch furpriiing fpeed^ 
that the lieutenant could not overtake him until 
he had arrived at his own gate ; and Mrs. Griz.- 
zle was fo much afFedted with his efcape, that 
lier fifter, in pure compaflion, defired ihe would 
sot affiftft herfelf, protefting that her own wi(b 
was already gratified, for fhe had plucked three 
hairs at once, havmg from the beginning beert 
dubious of the commodore's forbearance. But 
the labours of this affiduous kinfwoman^ did not 
end with the atchlevement of this adventure: hei 
eloquence or ii5duftry v^rere employed without 

€eaAng» in the perforiaaace of otbes taifts im- 
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pofed by the ingenious craft of her fifter-in-laWy 

who at another time conceived an infuppreffible 
afFeAion for a fricaffce of frogs, which fliould be 
the genuine natives of France ; fo that there was 
a neceffity fordifpatching a mefienger on purpofe 
to that kingdom : but as fhe could not depend 
upon the integrity of any common fervant, Mrs. 
Grizzle undertook that province^ and adualiy 
fet fail in a cutter for fiologne, from whence (he 
returned in eight and forty hours with a tub full 
of thofe live animals, which being drefTed accord- j 
ing to art, her fitter would not tafte them, on 
pretence > that her fit of longing was paft : but 
then her inclinations took a different turn, and 
fixed themfelves upon a curious implement be* 
longing to a lady of quality in theneighbourhood^ 
which Vas reported to be a very great curiofity ; 
this Was no other thsn g porcelain chamber-pot of 
admirable workmanihip, contrived by the honour- 
able owner, who kept it for her own private ufe, 
and cheri(hed it as an utenfil of inefiimable value. 

Mrs, Grizzle (huddered at the firft hint fhe re- 
ceived of her fitter's defire to pofiefs this piece of 
fiirniture ; becaufe (he knew it was not to be 
purchafed ; and the lady's cbataitcr, which was 
none of the moft amiable in point of humanity 
and condefcenfion^ forbad all hopes of borrowing 
it for a feafon ; (he therefore attempted to reafon 
down this capricious appetite, as an extravagance 
of imagination which ought to be combated and 
repreiled \ and Mrs. Pickle, to all appearan^ce, 
was convinced and fatisfied by her arguments and 
advice : but nevcrthelefs, could make ufe of no 
other convenience, and was threatened with a 
very dangerous fuppreffion. Roused at the peril 

in which ihe fuppofed her to be^ Mrs. Gri/^le 

flew 
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flew to the lady's houfe, and having obtained a 
private audience^ difclofed the melancholy fitua- 
tion of her lifter, and implored the benevolence 
of her ladyfhip, who, contrary to expe£lation, 
received her very gracioufly, and confented to in- 
dulge Mrs. Pickle's longing : but, as {he had not 
the pleafure of being acquainted with the family, 
flie hoped It would not be taken amifs, if (he in- 
filled upon fecurity for her own indemnification, 
in cafe any accident ihould happen to the machine 
while under their proteAion, Overjoyed at this^; 
condefLenfian, Mrs. Grizzle was loud in her ac- 
knowledgments, embraced the terms of ihc loan^ 
in confequence of which, an hundred guineas 
ivere depofited, and brought home this illuftrious 
Jordan, M'ith as mu:h pleafure and fatisfaftion, as 
the Argonauts enjoyed when they made them- 
felves mafters of the gulden fleece. True it is^. 
her fuccefs was atttnded with a fmall difafter, 
which ftie could not poflibly forefee : next day it 
was, at tbedefire of Mrs. Pickle, committed to- . 
the charge of a trufty fervant, who, in carrying 
it back to the right owner, had the misfiortune to 
be overturned by one of her ladyfliip's valets who 
ran againft him in the court % and this fuperb piece 
of porcelain falling upon the pavement, was 
dalhed into a thouiand pieces. In vain did the 
poor carrier urge his own innocence, by reprefent- 
in^ the true caufe of this mifadventure \ her lady* 
fliip was deaf to all his proofs and proteftations, 
and without any ceremony, detained the pledge 
which had been .left in her hands ; not without 
violent fufpicion of having adted as the auxiliary 
of chance, to which this calamity was imputed. 

Be this as it will, Mr. Pickle began to be out of 
humour at the expence to which lie was expofed 

by 
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by the caprice of his wife, who was herfelf 
alarmed at this laft accident) and for the future 
kept her fancy within bounds, infomuch, that 

without being fubjeft to any more extraordinary 
trouble, Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long wilhed 
fruits of her.deareft expe£Ution in the birth of a 
fine boy 5 whom her fifter ina few months brought 
into the world . 

I fhali omit the defcription of the rejoicingS) 
which werci infinite on this important occafion^ 
and only obferve that Mrs« Pickle's mother and 
aunt flood godmothers, and the commodore af- 
fifted at the ceremony as godfather to the child> 
-who was chrifiened by the name of Peregrine^ 
in compliment to the memory of a deceafed un- 
cle. While the mother was confined to her bed, 
and incapable of maintaining her own authority, 
Mrs. Grizzle took charge of the infant by a dou- 
ble claim y and fuperintended with furprizing vi* 
gilance the niirfe and midwife in all the particu- 
lars of their refpe£livc officer, which were per- 
formed by her exprefs direction. But no fooner 
was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to re-afllime the 
management of her own affairs, than fhe thought 
proper to alter certain regulations concerning the 
child, which had obtained in confcquence of her 
filler's orders, direfling, among other innovati- 
ons, that the bandages with which the infant had 
been fo neatly rolled up, like an ^Egyptian mum- 
my, Ihould be loofened and laid afidef in order to 
rid nature of all reflraint, and give the blood free 
fcope to circulate ; and with her own hands fhe 
plunged him headlong every morning in a tub-full 
of cold water. This operatioa feemed fo barba- 
rous to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that 0ie 
not only oppofed It with all her eloquence, fced- 
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ding abundance of tears over the facrifice when 
it was made ; but took borfe immediately, and 

departed for the habitation of an eminent country 
phyfician, whom fhe conlulted in thefe words. 

Prays do<Slor, is it not both dangerous and 
cruel to be the means of letting a poor tender in- 
fent perifli, by foufing it in water as cold as ice 

Yes, replied the do(3or, downright murder, I 
affirm/' 1 fee you are a perfon of great learn* 
ing and fagacity, faid the other ; and 1 muft beg 
you will be fo goocf as to fignify your opinion 
in your own hand-writing." The doctor imme- 
diately complied with her requeft, and exprefied 
himfelf upon a flip of paper to this purpofe. 

Thefe are to certify whom it may concertij that 

I firmly believe^ and it is my unalterable opt'* 
tiion^ that whofoever lettetb an infant perijh^ by 
foufing it in cold water ^ even though the faid water 
Jhould not be fo cold as ice^ is in effect y guilty of 
the murder of the faid infant^ as witnefs my hand 

Comfit Colocynth, 

Having obtained this certificate, for which the 
phyfician was handfomely acknowledged, (he re- 
turned in triumph) hoping, with fucfa authority^ 
to overthrow all oppofition ; and accordingly next 
morning, when her nephew was about to under- 
go his diurnal baptifni, produced the commiiBon, 
whereby (he conceived herfelf impowered to over* 
rulefuch inhuman proceedings. But (he was dif- 
appointed in her expectation, confident as it was; 
not that Mrs. Pickle pretended to differ in opi- 
nion from Dr. Colocyntb, ** for whofe charader 
and fentiments (faid flie) I have fuch veneratio!], 
that I iliail carefully obferve the caution implied 
in this very certificate, by which, far .from con- 
demning my method of "praaice, he only afferts 

Jhat 
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that killing is murder; an affeveration, the truth 
of which, it is to be hoped, I lhall never difpute/' 
Mrs. Grizzle, who, footh to fay, had rather 
too fuperficially confidered the claufe by which 
flic thought herfelf authorized, pcrufed the paper 
with more accuracy, and was confounded at her 
own want of penetration. Yet, though Ihe was 
confuted, the was by no means convinced that 
her objeilions to the cold bath were unreafon* 
able ; on the contraiy, after having beftowed 
fundry opprobrious epithets on the ph) fician, for 
his want of knowledge and candour, ftie pro- 
tefted in the moft earneft and folemn manner 
againft the pernicious practice of dipping the 
child; a piece of cruelty, which with God's af- 
fiftance, (he ftiould never fufFer to be infli<aed oa 
her own ilTue ; and waihing her hands of the me-* 
lancholy confequence that would certainly enfue, 
0iut herfelf up in her clofet, to indulge her for- 
row and vexation. She was deceived, however, 
in her prognoftic ; the boy, infiead of declining 
in point of health, feemed to acquire frefb vigour 
from every plunge, as if he had been refolved to 
difcredit the wiftlom and forefight of his auntf 
who, \n all probability, could never forgive 
him for this want of reverence and refpeft. This 
conje£lure is founded upon her behaviour to 
him in the fequel of his infancy, during which 
file was known to torture him more than once^ 
when (he bad opportunities of thrufting pins into 
his flefh, without any danger of being dete£led# 
In 4 word, her afFecStions were in a little time 
altogether alienated from this hope of her femily, 
whom flie abandoned to the condu£l of his mo* 
ther, whofe province it undoubtedly was to ma- 

jsmfi the nurture of her owa child i while (he 
^ herfelf 
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faerfelf refumed her operations upon the comm(^ 
dore, whom ihe was refolved at any rate to cap* 
tivate and inflave. And it mull be owned, thaC 
Mrs* Grizzle's knowledge of the human heart 
never ihone fo confpicuous as in the method^ 
file purfued for the accomplifhment of this im« 
portant aim. 

Through the rough unpoliftied hufk that cafed 
the foul of Trunnion, flie could eafiiy diftinguiih 
a large ftiare of that vanity and felf-conceit that 
generally predominate even in the moft favage 
breaft ^ and to this (he conftantly appealed. In 
his prefence (he always exclaimed againft the 
craft and diftoneft diflimulation of the world ; ' 
and never failed of uttering particular invectives 
ag^inft thofe arts of chicanry, in which the law* 
yers are fo converfant to the prejudice and ruin 
of their fellow creatures : obferving that in a fea- 
faring life^ fo far as ihe had opportunities of judg* 
ing or being informed^ there was nothing but 
friendfhip, fmcerity, and a hearty contempt for 
every thing that was mean or felnfli. 

This kind of converfation, with the affiftancc 
of certain particular civilities^ infenfibly made an 
impreffion on the mind of the commodore ; and 
that the more efFeftual, as his former prepoffeffi- 
ons were built upon very flender foundations : 
his antipathy to old maids, which he had con- 
ceived upon hearfay, began gradually todiminifli, 
when he found they were not quite fuch in- 
fernal animals as they had been reprefented ; and 
it was not long before he was heard to obferve at 
the club, that Pickle's fifter had not fo much of 
the core of bitch in her as he had imagined. 
This negative compliment, by the medium of 
Jier brother, foon reached the ears of Mrs. Griz- 
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ele, who thus encoara^ed, redoubled all her arts 
and attention $ fo that in Ie(s than three months 
after, he in the fame place diftinguifhed her with 
the epithet of a damned fenfible jade. 

Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration^ 
which he feared foreboded fomething fatal to his 
intereft, told his commander with a fneer, that 
ihe had fenfe enough to bring him to, under her 
fiem ; and he did not doubt but that fuch an old 
crazy veffel would be the better for being taken 
in tow. But howfomever, added this arch ad- 
vifer, I'd have you take care of your upper works; 
for if once you are made faft to her poop, agad ! 
Ihe'll fpank it away, and make every beam in 
your body crack with ftraining.** Our fhe-pro- 
je^r's whole plan had like to have been ruined 
by the effe£t which thb malicious hint had upon 
Trunnion, whoferage and fufpicion being wak- 
ened at once, his colour changed from tawny to 
a cadaverous pale, and then fhifting to a deep and 
dufky red, fuch as we fometimes obferve in the 
iky when it is replete with thunder, he after his 
ufual preamble of unmeaning oaths, anfwered in 
thefe words. <^ Damn ye, you jury-legg'd dog^ 
" you would give all the ftowage in your hold to be 
as found as I am ; and as for being taken in tow, 
d'ye feC) Tm not fo difabled but that I can lie my 
courfe» and perform my voyage without any aC* 
fiftance ; and, agad ! no man lhall. ever fee 
Hawfer Trunnion lagging a-ftern in the wake of 
e'er a bitch in chriftendom/' 
• Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interrogated 
her brother with regard to the fubje£i: of his 
night's converfation with his friends, foon re- 
ceived the unwelcome news of the commodore's 

averfion to matrimony } and juftly Imputing the 



Digitized 



46 the Advbktures of 

greateft part of his difguft to the fatyrical infi% 

nuations of Mr. Hatchway, refolved to level this 
ob&ru£tion to her fuccefs, and a£liiaUy found 
means to intereft him in her fchetne« She had 
indeed, on fome occafions, a particular knack at 
making converts, being probably not unacquainted 
with that grand fyftem of perfuafion, which is 
adopted by the gHeateft perfonages of the age, as 
fraught with maxims much more eflfeftual than 
all the eloquence of Tully or Demofthenes, even 
when fupported by the demonftrations of truth : 
befidesy Mr. Hatchway's fidelity to bis new ally, 
was confirmed by his forefeeing in his captain's 
marriage an infinite fund of gratification for his 
own cynical difpofition* Thus, therefore, con^ 
verted and properly cautioned, he for the future 
fupprefled all the virulence of his wit againft the 

' matrimonial flate i and as he knew not how to 
open his mouth in the pofitive praife of any per-^ 

^ fon whatever, took all opportunities of excepting 
Mrs. Giizzle by name, from the cenfures he li- . 
berally beftowed upon the refl: of her fex. She 
is not a drunkard, like Nan Caftick of Deptford, 
he would fay ; nor a nincompoop, like Peg Sim<- 
per of Woolw^ich; nor a brimftone, like Kate 
Coddle of Chatham ; nor a (brew, like Nell Grif* 
iin on the Point Portfmouth (ladies Co whom at 
diffident times, they had both paid their addrefles) 
but a tight, good humoured fcnfible wench, who 
knovfrs very well how to box her compafs i well 
trimmed aJoft, and well flieatfaed alow, with a 
good commodity under her hatches.** The com- 
modore at firll imagined this commendation was 
ironicaL but hearing it repeated again and again, 
was filled with aftonifhment at this furprifing 
diange in the lieutenant's behaviours and after a 

long 
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long fit of mufing, concluded that Hatchway 
himrelf harboured a n)ajj:unonial deiign on the 
perfon of Mrs, Grizzle. 

P4eafed with this conjediure, be ralKed Jack in 
his turn, and one night toafted her health as a 
comphment to his pailion 9 acircumftance which 
the lady learning next day by the ufual can2UM>f 
her intelligence, and interpreting as the refult of 
his own tendernefs for her, fhe congratulated 
herfelf upon the viB:oty ibe bad obtained ; and 
thinking it unnecefiary to continue thereferve. 
Ihe had hitherto induftrioufly aft'eded, rcfolved 
from that day to fweeten her behaviour, towards 
him with futb a dafh of affedion, as could not 
fak to perfuade him that he had infpired .her ^ith< 
a reciprocal flame. In confequence of this de- 
termination he was invited to dinner, and while, 
he ftaid, treated with fucb cloying proofs of her 
regard, that not only the reft oF the company, 
but even Trunnion hlmfelf perceived her drift ; 
and taking the alarm accordingly, could not help 
exclaiming, Oho ! I fee how the land lies, and: 
if I don't weather the point. Til be damn'd.'' 
Having thu* exprefled himfelf to his affli£led ina- 
raorata^ he made the beft of his way to the -gar*- . 
rifon, in which he fhut himfdf up for the fpace of 
ten days, and had no communication with his 
friends and domefticks but by looks> which were » 
moft fignificantly pi&urefque* 
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in order to overcame the objiimcy of Tranitioiif 
who at length u uized and tortured inta the ncofe 

THIS abrupt departure and unkind declara- 
tion ai&<5ted Mrs. Gtfizzle fo much, that 
ihe fell fick of forrow and mortificatton $ and after 
ilaving confined herfelf to her bed for three days^ 
fent for her brother, told him (he perceived her 
end drawing near, and defired that a lawyer 
might be brought, in ord^r to write her laft will. 
Mr. Pickle furprifed at her demand, began to 
the part of a con^forter, aflurii^ her that her 
<liftemper was not at all dangerous i and that he 
would inftantly fend for ^ phyfician^ who Would 
convince her that fhe was in no manner of jeo- 
fiardy ; fo that there was no oceailon at pr6^enl^ 
to employ any officious attorney in fucb a mdan* 
choly talk. Indeed, this afFeftionate brother was 
of opinion that a will was altogether fuperfluous 
at any rate^ as he himfelf was heir at law to his 
Mar's whole red Bid peribnal eftate. But fhe 
infifted upon his compliance with fuch determined 
•obftinacy, that he could no longer rcfift her im- 
portunities ; and a fcriven^ ^rivihg^ ihe dieted 
and executed her will, in which ihe bequeathed 
to commodore Trunnion one thoufand pounds, 
to purchafe a mourning ring, wh'ch ftie hoped 
he would wear as a pledge of her friendihip and 
aiFefiion. Her brother, though he did not much 
relifti this teftimony of her love, neverthelefs that 
fame evening gave an account of this particular 
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to Mr. Hatchway, who was alfo, as Mr. Pickle 
aflured bini) generouily remembered by tbe teita^ 
ftriir. 

Thelieutemnt fratigM with this piece of Intel- 

ligencej watched for an opportunity, and as foon 
as he perceived the cooimoNdore^s features a little 
uilbeiuled from that ferocious contra£Hon they had 
fiifFercd fo long, ventured to inform him that 
Pickle's fifter lay at the point of death, and that 
Ihe had left him a thoufand pounds in her will. 
This piece of news overwhelmed him with con- 
fufion, and Mr, Hatchway imputing his filence 
to remorfe) refolved to take advantage of that 
favourable moment, md counfeUed him to go 
and vifit the poor young woman, who was dying , 
for love of him. But his admonition happened 
to be fomewhat unfeafonable i for Trunnion no 
(boner heard him mention the caufe of her difor« 
der than his morofity recurring, he burft out 
into a violent fit of curfing, and forthwith betook 
l^felf again to his hammock, where he lay ut- 
tering in a low growling tone of voice, a repeti* 
lion of oaths and imprecations, for the fpace of 
four and twenty ho>irs, without ceafmg. This 
was a delicious meal to the lieutenant, who eager 
to inhance the pleafure of the entertainment ftill 
more, and at the fame time conduce to the fuc- 
ccfs of the caufe he had efpoufed, invented a 
ftraUigem, the execution of which had all the ef->. 
fe£l he could defire. He prevailed upon PipeS) 
who was devoted to his fervice, to get upon the 
top of the chimney belonging to the commodore's 
chamber, at midnight, and to lower down by a rope* 
a bunch of {linking whitings, which being perform- 
ed, he put a fpeaking-trumpet to his mouth, and 
hollowed down tlie vent, in a voice like thunder,- 

Da. ^ 
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Trunnion !. Trunnion ! turn out and be fpliced^ 
0^ lie. ftlll and be damned/' This dreadful note^ 

the terror of winch was increafed by the filence 
jafii darknds of the night, as well as the eccho of 
the pafTage through which it was conveyed, no 
fuoncr reached the ears of the aftoniflied commo- 
dore, than turning his eye towards the place from 
whence this folemn addrefs feemed to proceed^ • 
he beheld a glittering objed that vaniflied in an 
inftant ; and jufl as his fuperftitious fear had im- : 
{proved the apparition into fome fupernatural mef- 
fenger cloath^d in (hining array, his opinion was ; 
- confirmed by a fudden explofion, whrch he took 
for thunder, though it was no other than the. 
noifc of a piflol fired down the chioiney by the 
boatfwain's mate^ according to the inftrui^ions. 
he had received ; and he had time enough to de- 
fccnd before he was in any danger of being de» 
te£led by his commander, who could not for a. 
whole hour recoiled himfelf from the amazement 
aji J coaflernation which had overpowered liis fa- 
culties. 

' At length, however, he got up and rung his < 
bell with great agitation. He repeated the fum*-^ 

inons more than once, but no regard being paid 
tp this alarm, his dread returned with double ter-; 
ror, d cold fweat bedewed his limbs, his knees 
Jcnocked together, his hair bridled up, and the 
rtmains of his teeth were fhattered to pieces ia 
tlie convulfive vibrations of his jaws. 

In the mtdfl of this agony he made one defpe^ 
r^ate effort, and burning open the door of his 
apartment, bolted into Hatchway's chamber,, 
ij/bich happened to be on the fame floor ; and 
t^ere fpun J the lieutenant in a counterfeit fwcon, 
who prpteijded tp w^ke from his traacc in an t ja^ 

culatioo 
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-Culation of Lord have mercy upon us And 
being queftioned by the^terrilied commodore with 
^regard to what had happened, allured him he bad 
-heard the fame voice and clap of thunder by 
•which Trunnion himfelf had been difcompofed. 
Pipes, whofe turn it was to watch, concurred 
giving evidence to the fame purpofe ; and the 
commodore not only owned" that he had heard 
the voice, but likewife communicated his vifion, 
with all the aggi;avatioft which his difturbed fancy 
ftggefted. 

A confultation immediately enfued, in which' 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely obferved, that the 

-finger of God was plainly perceivable in thofe fi^ 
Bals ; and that it would be both iinful and foolifh 
to difregard his commands, efpecially as the match' 

'^ropofed was, in all refpe£ls, more advantage- 
ous than any that one of his years and infirmities 
could reafonably cxpe£l ; declaring that for his 
©wn part he wouFd not endanger his foul and 
body by living one day longer under the fame 
«oof with a man who defpifed the holy will of 
heaven ; and Tom Pipes adhered to the fame 
pious refolution. 

Trunnion's perfeverance could not refift the* 
number an* diverfity-of confiderations that af- 
faulted it ; he revolved in filence all the oppofite 
motives that occurred to his refledion ; and after 
having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the 
labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped the fweat 
from his forehead, and heaving a piteous groan,: 
yielded to their remonftrances in thefe words : 
*♦ Well, fmceitmlift be fo, I think we muft 
c*cn grapple. But damn my eyes } 'tis a damn*<f 
hard cafe that a fellow of my years fhould be 
nompelled, d'ye fee, to beat up to windward al^ 
. - & J. 
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the reft of his life,. ^^gUoft the cuireat ,bis owii 

This important article being difcuiledf 

Hatchway fet out in the morning to vifit the de^ 
ijpairing ihepherdefs, aad was tbandfomdy re« 
warded for the enlivening tidings vmh wbipb he 
bleffed her ears. Sick ;is flie was, fhe could not 
help laugkiing heartily at the contrivance, in 
confequence of which her ^ji^inV ^fient had imn 
obtakied, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for 
Tom Pipes, in confideration of the part he ^&c<Jl 
in the £»rce« 

In tbe a&ernooA the coit^modore foffered 
htmfelf to be conveyed to her apartment, like 
felon to execution, and was received by her in ^ 
iac^uiihing manner and geoteel 4i(bsiulle9 ac- 
companied by 4ier £|jter<>^iii Jaw ; *W9Sf Ibf 
very obvious reafons, extremely follicitous about 
her fuccefs. Though the lieutenant had tutored 
ioMchiqg his i;eto^ivur at this ioiei'viei^^ ^ 
made a thoufand wxy faces before he coidd pjpo* 
nounce the fimple falutation of d'y^ f to hif 
jniflrefs; and after his counfellor hadiirged him 
with twenty or thirty whifpers,, to «l<ih ^f which 
)te had replied aloud, Daotfiyour ^yta I won't,'' 
he got up, and halting towards the couch on 
which Mrs* Grizzle reclined in a flate of itr^nge 
jexpe£lation, he fei^ed bar bmd m4 jpx^fMk Id 
his lips ; but this piece 4>f g^slJantry he performed 
in fuch a reluflant, uncouth, indignant manner, 
that the nymph had need -of all her refolution IQ 
endure tbe eomplimeat wilbout (hrinking i and 
be himietf was fo dlTcojacerted at what tie had 
done, that he inflantly retired to the other end of 
the room, where be fat filent, and broiled with 

Ihame and vnatioo. iB^rs. f idde, like d ffMifible 

matront 
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matron^ qukted Ae place, on preitnoe nf soing 

to the nurfery ; and Mr. Hatchway taking the 
hint, fecollc^d <tbat he had left his tobacco pouch 
4n the parlour^ whi^r lie imiBedialely doforaded^ 
leaving the two lovers to their mutual endear- 
ments. Nev^r had the commodore tound himfelf 
in fuch a difa^rceable ddemma b^re. Hciat in 
an agony of fufpence, as if he every moment 
dreaded the diflblution of nature ; and the implor- 
ing fighs of his future bride added, if poffibie, 
*to the pangs of his diftpeg. Impatient of his 
fitiiat4on, lie rol-led his eye around in queft of 
feme relief, and unable to contain himfelf, ex- 
claimed. Damnation feize the fellow and bis 
pmch (00 i I believe he has iheered off, and le^t 
iMre m tfae^ays/^ Mrs, Orixzle, lyho couIdK 
BOt help taking fome notice of this manifeftation 
of chagfin, lamented her ^Mnifaappy fate ia heio^ 
^ 'rfifagfiieeable to bim ttbat he could AOt fut ttp 
"witb 'her eompany for a few moments wirhout 
-irepining ; and -began in very tender terms to re* 
proach hioi with his inhumaiiity and indifference*. 
To- iMs «expoft«datioB he fseplied, Zoiindsl 
what would the woman have ? let the parfon da 
his office when he wool, here I am ready to be 
-'feeved ki the matrimonial i)lock, d'ye fee, and. 
'danso aH nonfenficai palsnm*/' ^faying) I^m- 
^reat^d^ leaving his miftrefs not at all dilbbiiged 
at his plajB'-dealing. That fame evening the treaty 
<3f naaFnage was brpught uppn the Mi|>ety and by 
means of Mn Pickle and thie ^lieulenant ietded 
to the fatisfa<Stion of all parties, without the inter- 
vention of lawyers, whom Mr. Trunnion ex- 
fMrefily excluded from all &are in the bufinefi i 
making ^at ^ndkion 4he indifpenfible ^eltmi^ 
nary o£ tha whole agree ment.^ Things betiig 
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^fciiougbt to tbis.lfeaiuig, Mr^ prizzle's heart 
^ejd joy ^ her hoaltb,. nwrhich by .tii^ by^ 
'Was never dangeroufly impaired, fhe recovered as 

if by inchantment, and a day being fixed for the 
nviptialsv employed period of her celi- 

l>acy in choofuig brxiaaieht(i|or.,thf,€^^bration of 
her eatrance into the married ilatCiu 

PrrpGratiovs are made for the commodore^ s ived^ 

TH E fame of this extraordinary conjunflion 
fpread all over v the county ; and on the 
. day appointed for their fpoufals^ the church wis 
furrounded by an inconceivable multitude. The 
commodore, to give a fpecimcn of his gallantry, 
.by the advice of his friend Hatchway, refolved 
^to appear on horfeback on the grand occaiiont 9t 
. the head of all his male attendants, whom he had 
rigged with the white fhirts^and black caps for- 
.meily belonging, to his barge's crewi and be 
: bought a couple of hunters for the accommoda- 
. tion of himfelf and his lieutenant. With this 
' equipage then he fet out from the garrifon for the 
church) after having difpatched a meiTenger to 
- apprize the bride that he and his company were 
• mounted ; whereupon fhe got immediately into 
the coach, accompanied by her brother and his 
wife^ and drove direAly to the place of afligna- 
tion, where feveral pews were demoliflied, and 
divers perfons almoft prefled to death, by the ea* 
gernefs of the crowd that broke in to fee the ce- 
remony performed. Thus arrived at the aUar, 
and the prieft in attendance^ they waited a whole 
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Ibalf hour for the commodore, at whofe flownefs 
they begaa to be under fome apprehenfion^ and 
accordingly difmiflfed a fervant to quicken his 
pace. The valet having rode* fOmething more 
than a mile, efpted the whole troop difpofed In a 
long field, croffing the road obliquely, and headed 
by the bridegroom and his friend Hatchway, who 
finding himfelf hindered by a hedge from pro- 
ceeding farther in' tiie fame dire<^ion» fired a 
piftol, and ftood'over to the other fide, making 
an obtufe angle with the line of his former courfe 
and the reft, of the fquadron followed his exam- 
ple, keeping always in the rear of eachother^' 
like a flight of wild geefe. 

' Surprized at this jftrange method of journeyfngi 
the meiTenger came up, and told the commodore 
that his lady and her company expe6^ed him id 
the church, where they had tarried a confidcrablcr 
time, and were beginning to be very uneafy at his^ 
delay; and therefore defired he would proceed - 
with more expedition* * To this meflage Mr;'* 
Trunnion replied, Hark ye, brother, don't* 
y«ku fee we make all poffible fpeed ? go back aiid^ 
tell^hofe who fent you, that the wind has^fhifted^ 
fince we weighed anchor, and that we are obliged' 
to make very fliort trips in tacking, by reafon oF 
the narrownefs^of the channel; and that* as we" 
lie within fix points of the wind, they muft* 
make fome allowance for variation and leeway.**' 
*^ Lord, Sir ! faid the vaiet^ what bccafion have' 
you to go %\g zag in that manner ? Do but clap* 
fpurs to your horfes, and ride ftraight forv/ard, 
and rU engage you (hall be at the church porch^ 
in lefs than a quarter of an hour," Whatl^ 
right in the wind's eye? anfwered the commander, 
ahey ! brother, where^did you learn, your nayiga— 
. / . D ^ tionf 
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tion ? Hawfer Trunnion is not to be taught at 
this time of day how to lie his coMrfe> or Jceep 
his own reckoning. And as for y ou^ l>riOlher» 
you know beft the trim of your ciwn frigate." 
The courier finding he had to do with people 
vho would^not be ^a&l^ fi^ifuaded of tiw&ir 
own apioioa39 ceturned lo tdbe tempk, and made a 

report of what be had focn and heard, to the no 
fmall confolation pf the biide^ who fe^d bc^ua t<^ 
difcovjer fome %na of difi|aiel:. Cemp^fed) how- 
ever, by tUs piece of intelligence, Aie^cmrted Jier 
patience for the fpace of another half hour, dur- 
ing which period fteing no bridegroom arrive* 
file was exceedingly alarmed \ io thai all tfaelpeo* 
taCors could eafily perceive her pcrturbation^wbich 
manifelltii itfelf in frequent palpitatioru*?, heart- 
hcavings, and alterations of countenance, in fpite 
of the ^ aififtance of a fiaoelUiig-battle wkich ihc 
inceflantLy applied to her noftrife. 

Various were the conje&uces of the compan^f 
on this occafioo : fome imagined he^ad auAake» 
the place of rende^vons^ as he had never been aa 
churcl] fince he firft fettfed in that parlfli ; others 
believed he hud met with fome accidents in con<- 
fequenceof which his attMdantfi had cacried hina 
back to his own houfe j and a third fet, in wlrich 
the bride hexfelf was thojugbt to be comprehended, 
could not help fuipe^ingthat the comnMnJore had 
changed his mi^d. But aU thefe fuppoAtions^ 

ingenious as they were, happened to be wide of 
the triie caufe that detained bim> which wa$ no 
other than this i the Gooiniiodore and c^ew 
had b^ dint of tumjagt ^hnoft weathered i!he 
parfons houfe that ilood to windward of the 
church, when the notts of a pack of hojunds un- 

luucily Kdiched ih« oaFs of ilie imo t^unDexs which 
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TriiD9ion and liieliautenMt beftrode. Tfaefe fleet 

animals no fooner heard the enlivening founds 
than eagec for the chace they fprimg away all of » 
fuddM^ md • Araiaing every nerve to partake q( 
-die Import, dew ^rols ^e fields with incredible^ 

fpeed, overleaping hedges and ditches, and every 
. thing in their way^. without the leaft regard ta* 
*tfeeir4i0fortttiuite riders. The lieutenant^ whoAr 
fteed had got the heels of the other, finding it: 
would he great fdlly and prefumption in him tO' 
•pretend to keep the faddle with fais wooden leg^ 
very wifely *took the opportunity of throwing 
himfelf off in his paflage through a field of rich, 
'dbver, among whtd> he lay at his eafe ; and* 
Aeing his captain advancing at full gallop, hailed^ 
^im with iStic falutation of ^ What chear i ho 
The commodore, who was in in finite diftrefs, ey ing; 
«iiun aikance, a& he paiTed^ replied with a faul- 
tering voice, <^ O damn ye ! you are fafe at am 
anchor ; I wrlh to God I were as faft moored.*'" 
Neverthelefs, confcious of his difablcd heel, he' 
would not venture to try the fnnie experiment 
which had fticceeded fo well with Hatchway, bur 
refolved to ftick as clofe as poflible to his horfe'S' 
back, until providence ihould interpofe m his be- 
half. VVith this view he dropped his whip, and> 
with his right hand laid *faft hold on the pummel^ 
contrafting every mufcle in his body to fccure- 
himfdf in the fear, and grinning moft formidably,, 
in. confequence of this exertion. I^n thi&.attitude- 
he was huFried'On a confiderable way, when alt 
of a fudden his view was comforfed by a five bar 
gate that appeared before him, as he never doubt- 
ed that there the career of his hunter muflrne- 
ceflarily end. But, alas ! he reckoned without^ his«f 
, far from ialting at ;his obftruaion> the 
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horfe rprungover it with amazing agility, to tfie 
utter confufion and diforder of his owner, who 
loft his bat and periwig in the leap^ and now be- 
gan to think in good earneft, that he was actually 
mounted on the back of the deviL He recom- 
mended himfelf to God, his refledion forfook 
bim^ bis eye-fight and all his other fenfes failed, 
he quitted the reins, and.faftening by inftind on 
the mane, was in this condition conveyed into the 
midft of the fportfmen, who were afto^iibed at 
the fight of fttcb an apparition*. Neither was their 
furprize to be wondered at, if \ye refleft on the 
figure that prefented itfelf to their view. The 
commodore's pexfon was at all times an objei^ of 
admiration ; much more fo on this occaflon^ 
-when every fingularity was aggravated by the cirr 
cumftances of his drefs and diiafter. 

He had put on in.honour of bis nuptials his beft 
coat of blue broad clothe cut by a taylor of Ramf«- 
gate, and trimmed with five dozen of brafs butr 
tons, large and fmall ^ his breeches were of the 
fame piece,, fattened at the knees with large 
bunches of tape ; his waiftcoat was of red pluih 
lapelled with green velvet, and garnidied with 
vellum holes^ his boots bore an intimate refem? 
blance both in colour and ftape to a pair of learr 
thern, buckets ; his flioulder was graced with a 
broad huS belt, from whence depended a huge 
banger with a hilt like that.of a backfwordj: and 
on each fide of his pummel appeared a rufty pif-^^ 
tol rammed in a cale covered with bcar-fxin. 
The lofs of his tye-periwig and laced hat, which 
were curiofuies of the kind, did not at all contri-. 
bute to the improvement of the picture, but on 
the contrary, by ^exhibiting his bald pate, and the 
natural extcnfion of his liuathorn j^iWA, added/to. 
^ . , ^ the 

Digitized by 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 6i 

the peculiarity and extravagance of the whole.' 

Such a fpeflacle could not have failed of di- 
verting the whole company from the chace^ bad 

^ his • iiorfe ihottght .proper tx^ pifrfue a - 4ifFerenC 
route, but the oeaft was to» keen a fporter to 
choofe any other way than that which the ftag 
followed ; and therefore, without flopping to gra* 
^fy the curiofiiy of the^pe&ators^ he in a few mi- 
nutes outftripped every - huntej^ in die iield ; and 
there being a deep hollow way betwixt him and 

:the hounds, rather .than ride round about the 
length of a furlong to a path that cnoifed the lane^ 
he tranfportcd himfelf at one jump, to the un- 
fpeakable a(ioni{hment and terror of a waggoner 
who cfaanced^to be underneath) and faw this phe* 
nomenon fly over his carriage. "This* was not the 
only adventure he atchicved. The ftag having 
taken a deep river that lay in his way, every man 
directed his courfe to a bridge in the ]neigh«^ 
bourhood ; but our bridegroom's courfer defpifing 
all fuch convenience?, plunged into the ftream 
Without hefitation, and fwam in a twinkling to 
the oppoilte fliore. This fudden immerfioninto 
an element of which Trunnion was properly a 
native, in alL probability helped to recruit the 
exhaufted fpirits of his rider, who at his landing 
on the other fide gave fome tokens of fenfation^. 
by hollowing aloud for affiftance, which he could 
jiot poflibly receive, becaufe his horfe ftill main- 
tained the advantage he had gained^ and. would 
not allow himfelf to be overtaken. 

In (hort, after a long chacc that lafled feyeral 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at lead, he 
was the firft in at the death of the deer, being fe* 
condcd by the Ucatenant'a geldingi which ^^^^^^ 
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ky iame/pkil;» iad^ ^without a linkx^ &]lowed 
.)us cooifnittCMib tfxwiplc. 
iOwt hndsgr^om fiindiag UmiUf at Jaft brought 

iHp, or in other words, at the end of his career,. 
iSPQk lius oppoctunitv of this fir ft {iw£b^ to defire 
^ tj^ntfiBNNfi iroind Jend iiim a hand m-'d^ 
mounting ; and was by their conddTcenfion fafely 
pUced on the igrafe, whetre he fat flaring at the 
igmnpmy as. they came in^ *wit4i fqch wildnefs qS 
ikftpftiibment ki bis looks, as if lie had been ^ 
rcr^ature of another fpecies^ dropt ^mong tbem 
Si^om tbe cLojuds. 

Before thi^ ,ha4 floflied ibe houndS) however, 
lie wcoUeAed iMnifelf) and feeing one of tbe 
fportfmen take a fmall flaik oat of his pocket and 
apply ikio his jnouth, judged the cordial to be no 
other than nfiatCooiac, which it resUly wa^ ; mA 
expreffing a defire of participation, was immedi'- 
ately accommodated with a moderate dofe^ whichc 
perfectly compicated bis recovery. 

By tbb time he and his two honrfes had en« 
groffed the attention of the whole crowd ; while 
feme admkad tbe elegant proportion and un* 
eoainuikn ^pbrit vof ^^he two afiiinafe> the f eft ccm^ 
templated the tfupprifitng appearance of their ma>» 
ftcr, whom before tl^ty had only feen ^« paJfaM 
and at length, ione x>f tbe gentlemen, accoiting 
him wry ^urteoufly, %nified his wonder at 
fiaeinghiai in fuch an equipage, and afked if ha 
bad npt dropped his companion by the way. 
*^ Whv, look ye^ brother, (replied the .com« 
ihodQce) mayhap you ebink .me an odd fort of a» 
feUow., ifeeing me in this trim, efpecially as I 
liave lofl: part of my rigging ; but this here is the 
ccife, d'ye fee : I weighed anchor from my x)wn< 
h^ie this morning at ten A. with fair wea- 
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fber, and a favourable breeze at fouth fouth- 
being 'bouad .to ^ next xiwrch, on the 
iirojrage of matrimony : but honriomever, vie bad 
not run down a qitarter of a les^ue, when the 
wind (hifting, blowed dire£ily in our teeth ; iio 
^at we were forced to tack all the way, d'yeCee^ 
smd bad alipoA iwat up writbki figbt of porr^ 
when thefe fons of bitches of horfes, which I 
bad bought but two days before (for my own 
pact) I Mime tfaey ace devils inGaraate) luffed 
xomd in a trice, and tffaen velufing the belm, 
drove away like lightning with me and my lieu- 
leoant, ^o ibon came to anchor in an exceed-* 
log gocxi biltb. As for my own part, X have 
been Garried over rocks, and ftiis, and quick* 
£inds ; among which I have pitched away a fpe* 
cial fpod tye-pcriwig, and an iixm-boiuid bat ; 
and at bvft, tbaairic God i am got into ibiooth wa« 
ter and fafe riding : but if ever I venture my car- 
caie upon fttch a bare'um fcaiie'um blood «of a 
bkcb again» my name i% not Havrfer Tm»iton> 
4— n .my eyes i ** 

One of the coinpany, ftruck with this name^ 
which he had often heard, immediately laid bold 
on his disckration at the dofe of ibis (fingidar ac^ 
couirt ; and obferving that bis horfes were very 
vicious, afked how he intended »to return ? As 
for that matter, (replied Mr. Triinnion)' I am 
reCAvcd to bifie a iledge *or waggon, or foch a 
thing as a jack-afs; for PI! be d— n*d if ^ver I 
crofs the back of a horfe again/* ^ And what 
do fOii propofe to <do with tbefe creatures ? {hid 
the other, poioting to DbesbuDrers) they£sem io 
haveibme oiettle hut then they arc nwer coks^ 
and wiil take the devil and all of breaking-^ 
MethioJcs ^is Ikicber iOne i& jJiy^uUier-ilipped."' 
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Damn them, (cried the commodore) I wi/h 
both their necks were broke, thof the two coft 
me forty good yellow-boys/* Forty guineas ! 
(exclaimed the ftranger, who was a fquire and a 
jocky, as well as owner of the pack) T.ord J 
Xord ! how a man may be hnpofed upon I Why^ 
thefe cattle are clumfy enough to go to plow : 
mind what a flat counter; do but obferve how 
(harp this here one is in the withers ; then he's 
fired in the further fetlock/' In fliorf, * this conx* 
noifl'eur in horfe-flefli, having difcovcred in them 
all the defefb which can poiTibly be found in that 
ipecies of animals, offered to give bun ten gui- 
neas for the two, faying\ he would convert them 
into beafts of burthen. The owner, who (after 
what had happened) wa$ very well difpofed to 
liften to any thing- that wa» fatd to thdr preju^^ 
dice, implicitly believed the truth of the ftran- 
ger's afl'cverations, difcharged a furious volley 
of oaths againft the rafcal who had taken him* 
in, and forthwith ffruck a bargain with . the 
fquire, who paid him inftantly for his purchafe ;e 
in confequence of which he won the plate at the 
next Canterbury races. 

This affair being tranladed to the mutual fa-^ - 
. ttsfaftion of both parties, as well as to the gene- 
ral entertainment of the company, who laughed ^ 
in their fleeves at the dexterity of their friend,. 
Trunnion was fet upon the fquire's own horfe,-^ 
and led bvhis fervant in the midft of this caval- 
cade, which proceeded to a neighbouring village^, 
where they bad befpoke dinner, and where our 
bridegroom found means to provide himfclf with 
another hat and wig. With regard to his mar*- 
riage, he bore his difappointment with the tem- 
per of a phUofopher s and the exerdfc he ha* 
t undcr- 
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undergone having quickened his appetite, fat 
down at table in the midit of his new acquaint- 
ance, making a very hearty meal, and moiileniog 
every morfel with a draught of the ale^ which 
he found very much to his fatisfa£Uon. 

C H A R IX. 

II4 is found by the lieutiftant; recmduffid to hU 

own houfe \ married to Mrs. Grizzle^ who meets 
with a Jmall mUfortuneM ibo mght^ and ajftrts 
her prerogative ne^ct mmmtng. I in confeguence-of 
which her husband^ s eye is endangered^ 

MEAN while lieutenant Hatchway made 
ihift to hobble to the church9 where he ' 
informed the company of what had happened to 
the commodore ; and the bride behaved with 

Sreat decency on the occafion ; for, as foon a» 
le underftood tlie danger to which her future- 
hufband was expofed, (he fainted in the arms of 
her fifter-in-law, to the furprize of all the fpec- 
tators, who could not comprehend the caufe of 
her diforder ; and when Ihe was recovered tgr 
the application of fmelling- bottles, earneftly 
.begged that Mr. Hatchway and Tom Pipes would 
take her brother's coach^ and go in quefk of. 
their commander. 

This talk they readily undertook, being efcortcd 
by all the reft of his adherents on horfeback ; 
while the bride and. her friends were invited to 
the parfon's houfe, and the ceremony deferred 

till anochcr occafion. 

The lieutenant, fteering his courfe as near the 
line of direftion in which Trunnion went off as 
. the coM-roadL would permit, got intelligfincc of 
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•his track from -furai-boiife to anodier ; l»r 

iiich an apparition could not fail of attra&ijig par- 
ticular notice ; and one of the boriemen having 
picked iip his hat and mg in a bye-^padit the whole 
troop entered the village where he was lodgpIV 
about four o'clock in the afternoon. When they 
underftood be was faieiy Jiotifed at the George, 
they rpd^ vp to the door in a hody^ and exprefi^d 
their fatisfadlion in tlireechears ; which were re- 
tuoied by the company within, as foon as they 
were inilrufted in the nature of the (alute by 
Trunnion^ who by this time had entered into 
all the jollity of his new friends, and was indeed 
. more than b^ ieas over. The lieutenant was 
introduced to all prefent as his fwom brother, 
and had fooiething toffed up for his dinner. Tom 
Pipes and the crew were regaled in another room ; 
And a frelb pgir of horfes being put to the coach, 
about i\% -in the evening ^e copampdore, wilh 
all his attendants, departed for the garrifon, after 
having ihpok hands with every in(^ividual in the 
houfe. 

Without any farther accident he W9S con- 
yeycd In fefety to his own gate before nine, and 
committed to the care of Pipes, who carried him 
inftantly to his bammpck, while the lieutenant 
was driven away to the place where the bride and 
her friends remained, in great anxiety, which va- 
niOied when he afTured them that his commodore 
was fafe^ being fucceeded j>y abundance of mirth 
and pleafantry at the account he gave .of Tnin- 
' nion's adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials; a^d, 
in order to baulk ihe curiofity of idle peoplp, 
which had given great offence, the parfon was 
lirevailed upon to perform the ceremony in the 

gar- 
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.garrifon, which all that day was adorned with 
4ags and pendants difpl^yed, and at night illumi- 
a9t«d by the dwe&iotk of Huchway^ who atfo 
ojpdered the pateroroes to be •fired as foon as the 
jnarnagc l^not was tied. Neither were the other 
f^ts of ihe entertainment negle£led by this inga- 
^tiious condriirer^ who product uadeniaUe proofs 
of his elegance and art in the wedding-fupper, 
-which had been comniitied to his «ianagement 
-and <iire4^ioii. This general t^iiquet was iii« 
lirely compofed of fea-<iiflies i a huge pillaw, 
confifting of a large piece of beef fliced, a couple 
of fowls, and half a peck of -i^^ice, fmoaked in 
A€ middle of the board : a di& of hard fiOi 
Swimming in oil appeared «t each end, theiftdes 
being furnifted with a mefs of thit ftvoury com- 
poGtion known by she name of iob'^ xourfe, and 
« plate of iahnagimdy*- Tjbe feeond courfe 4if* 
liiay^d a gocife of a ^nonftrous -magnitude, tanked 
-with two Guinea hens, a pig barbecu'd, an hock 
<>f fait pork io the midft of a peafe-pudding, a 
ieg of <Biitlea is^afted^ wioh potatoes, and ano<b«r 
ioiled, with yami$. The third fervice was made 
up of a loin of frefli pork with apple fauce, a kid 
fmathtred with onions, and a terrapin baked in 
the ihell : and bft eS ail, a prodigious fea-pye 
Mras prefented, wilh an infinite volume of pan- 
cakes and fritters. That every thing might be 
anfwerable to the -magnificence of this delicate 
feaft, he had provided vaft quantities of firong 
hetr, -ftip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with plenty 
of Barbadoes water for the ladies i and hired all 
the fiddlea withiii liK miles, who, with theaddi^ 
tkm 0f a drum, hag pipe, and Welch*harp, re- 
fjiM tbe/guefts wtth a xttoH melodious concert. 

^Tha 
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The companyfWbo were not at all exceptioWr 
feetned extremely well pleafed Mritb every partt^ 
cular of the eiitertainment ; and the evening be- 
ing fpent in the moft fecial manner, the bride 
was by her After conduced to- her apartment, 
where, however, a trifling circumftance had like 
to have deftroyed the harmony which had been 
hitherto maintained. 

I have already obferve^, that there wasr not 
,ohc ftanding bed within the walls ; Idier^ore the 
reader will not wonder that Nfr». Trunnion 
was out of humour, when fhe found herfelf un^ 
.der the neceffity of being confined with bep^fpoufe 
in a hammock, which tho' enlarged with a dou^- 
ble portion of canvas, and dilated with a yoke 
for the occafion, was. at , beft but a difa^eeable^ 
not to fay dangerous fituation. She accordingly: 
complained with fome warmth of this inconve^ 
nience, which fhe imputed to difrefpe^i, and at 
firft abfolutely refufed to put up with the expe- 
dient : but Mrs. Pickle foon brought her to rea- 
son and compliance, by obferving that one night 
would foon be elapfed>>. ^nd next day ihe might 
regulate her own oeconpoaf - 

Thus per fuaded, (he venlured into the vehicle, 
and was vifited by her hufband in lefs than an 
iiour, the company being departed to their own 
homes, and the garrifon left to the command of 
his lieutenant and male, fiut itfeems the hooks 
that fupported thi& fwinging couch were not calcu- 
lated for the addition, of weight which they were 
now deftined to bear ; and therefore gave way in 
the middle of the night, to the no flnall terror of 
JSdrs. Trunnion, who perceiving herfelf falling, 
fcreamed aloud, and by that exclamation brought 
Hatchway with a light into the chamber. Tho' 
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Ibe had received no injury by the fall flie was 

extremely difcompofed and incenfed at the acci- 
dent^ which ihe even openly afcribed to the ob- 
ftiriacy -and wiumfical oddi|y of the commodore^ 
ia fuch petulant terms as evidently declared that 
flie thought her great aim accompliflied, and her 
authority (ecured againft all the ihocks of fortune. 
Indeed her bedfellow feemed to be of the fame* 
opinion, by bis tacit refignation ; for he made no 
reply to hci: inlinuations, but with a moft vinegir ' 
afped crawled out of his neft, and betook bira-* 
fislf to reft in another apartment, wMle his irri- 
tated fpoufe difmifled the lieutenant, and from 
the wreck of the hammock made an occafional 
bed for herfelf on the fioor^ fully determined to 
provide better accpnunodation for next night's 
lodging. 

Having no inclination to {leep, her thoughts 
during the remaining part of the night were eft* 
grofled by a fcheme ot reformation flie was re- 
ioived to execute in the family ; and no fooner 
did the firil lark bid £dutation to the morn, than 
ftarting from her humble couch, and huddling on 
li^r cloaths, (he fallied from her chamber, ex- 
plored her way thro' paths before unknown, and' 
in the courfe of her refearches perceived a large 
bell, to which Ibe made fuch effedual application 
as alarmed every foul in the family. In a mo* 
ment fhe was furrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, 
and all the reft of the fervants half drefled ; but 
feeing none of the feminine gender appear, ftie 
began to ftorm at the floth and lazinefs of the 
maids, who, ibe obferved, ought to have been 
at work an hour at leaft before fte called ; 
and then, for the firft time, underftood that no 

woman peroutted t9 fleep within the walls. ' 

' She 
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Sbe did not fail to exclaim againft this regula- 
tion i and being informed that the cook and- 
cbambermaid lodged in n fmall office^houfe that 
ftood without the gate, ordered the draw-bridge 
to be let down^ and in perfon beat up their 
quaricfs, commanding tbem forthwith to fefc 
about fcouring the roomt^ which had not been 
hitherto kept in a very decent condition, while 
two men wdre imoiediatciy employed to tranfport 
tbe bed Oft wbiob ihe ufed to lie hem her bro^ 
ther's houfe td her new habitation ; fo that^ in 
lefs than two hours, the whole oeconomy of the 
ganriibn was turned topfy^turvy, and every thing 
involved in fuch tumult and noife, that Trunnion 
being dldurbed and diAradcd with the uproar^ 
turned out in his fhirt liJie a frantic maniac, and 
arming himfelf with a cudgel of crab-tree, made 
an irruption Into His wife's apartment, ifrihere 
perceiving a couple of carpenters at work, in 
joining a bedftead, he, with many dreadful oaths 
and ofiprobrious invefkives, ordered them to de«* 
fift, fwearing he would fufFer no bulk*heads nor 
hurricane-houfes to ftand where he was mafter: 
but finding hia remonftrances difregarded by thefe 
meobanicsf who bdieved htm to be fome mad*- 
man belonging; to the family, who had broke 
from his confinement, he aflaulted them both 
with great fury and indignation^ and was bandied 
fo roughly in the encounter, that in a very Chort 
time he meafured his length on the floor, incon- 
fequence of a blow that he received from a hanv- 
mer, by which tbe fight of his remaining eye 
was grievoufly endangered 

Having thus reduced him to a ftate of fub- 
jeilion, they refolved to fecure him with cords^ 
and were aMly bufy in adjufling bis fetters, 
. * when 
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i^htn he was exempted from- the drfgrace by 
tf)e accidental entrance of his fyouky who rtfcued 
him fmm the bmds of adredams^ and^ in 
tfae mkffl: of bar condrimccv imputed his misfor- 
tune t^ the inconfider^e rou^km& af bis own 
difpofition. 

Ii0 blrMtb«d nothing but remig^^ and made 
feme efForta t«y chaftift the infolencc of the work- 
meni who, as faon as thev underflood bis qiia^ 
lity, alked forgivene& for wbat they had d«M 
With grdU bitmility, proneftiiig tba« tliey did not 
know he was mafter of the houfe. But, far 
from being fatisficd with this iipology* he groped 
abdut far ihiS bell, (tbc inflatnuuitcoit m faia eye 
having utterly depriiried him of fight) and the 
rope being, by the precauti(!n of the delinquents^ 
conveyed out of hrs reach, began to fiorm with 
incredible vbciferation^ hke a lion roaring in the 
toiL pouring forth innumerable oaths and exe* 
orations, and calling by name Hatchway and 
Pipes, who being within heaprrng^ obeyed the ex« 
traotdinary furtsmotid, and were ordinnBd to put 
the carpenters in irons, for having audacioufly 
aflaulted him in his own houfe. 

Hi» Myrmidons feeing he had bten evii-iiltreat« 
6d^ vm6 exai^i^ed at the InAih: he had fuffered^ 
which they confideted aft an affront upon the dig- 
nity of the garrifon ; the more fo^ as the muti- 
neers feeined to put themfelves in a pofiure of 
defence, and fet their authority at defiance : they 
therefore untheathed their cutlafTts, which they 
commonly wore as badges of their comniiflton ^ 
and a defperafe engagement, in all probabtlityv 
would have enfued^ had not the lady of the caftle 
interpofed^ and prevented the effects of their 

atumofity ) 1^ afluring ibe lieutenaac that the 

com-* 
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€X>inmodore had been the ag^eilbr ; and that the 
workmen, finding themfelvea attacked in fuch an- 
extraordinary manner, by a perfon whom they 
did not know, were obliged to aft in their own 
defence^ by which he had received ti^t unlucky 
oontufion* 

Mr. Hatchway no fooner learnt the fcnti- 
ments of Mrs. Trunnion^ than iheathing his in-, 
dignation, be told the commodore he 0iould alwayS; 
be ready to mecuCe his lawful commands s but 
that he could not in confcience be concerned in- 
oppreifing poor people who had been guilty of no 
offence. 

This unexpefted declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing de-. 
fired the carpenters to refume their work, filled 
the breaft of Trunnion with rage and mortiBca*. 
tion. He pulled ofFhis woollen night- cap, pum- 
melled his bare pate, beat the floor alternately 
with his feet, fwore his people had betrayed him^. 
and curfed himfelf to the loweft pit of hell, for 
having admitted fuch a cockatrice into his family. 
But all thefe exclamations did not avail they 
were ^ong the laft efiays of his 'reiiftance ta ^ 
the will of his wife, whofe influence among his 
adherents had already fwallowed up his own ; 
and who now peremptorily told him, that he- 
muft leave the management <^ every thing within, 
doors to her, who underftood bcft what was for 
his honour and advantage. She then ordered a 
poultice to be prepared for his eye^ which being, 
applied, he was committed to the care of Pipes, 
by whom he was led about the houfe like a blind 
bear growling for prey, while his induftrious 
yoke-fellow executed every circumflance of the 
plan (he had projected } fo that^ when be re-^ 

covered' 
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fK>v£red his viiioa^ bi^ was <iauitejr AraDger io bii 
ewn houie. 

CHAP. X. 

* 'cmmodan beit^ in Jimi cafes rejilf^ iis hdy 
has recourfe to artifice in the ijlahlijhment of hit 
thrmef Jhi exhibits fympUims of fregmmy^ /• 
ibi unfpeakabk joy of TiunoiaOt tiuhi mveribi^ 
lift is lauliid in acpi^Mim. 

TH KS.E innovations were aot effected witfe* 
out many kuid objefkioos on his part % and 
divers curious dialogues pafled between him and 
bis yoke-fellow, who always came off vi<3orious 
{xGfTi the difpute ; intbniach that his countenance 
gradually fell ; he b^an to fuppreis, aad at Jen^ 
intirely devoured his chagrins the terrors of fu* 
perior authority were plainly perceivable in his 
ieaturcsy and in leis than three months be be- 
came a thorough-paced hufband* Not that his 
Obftinacy was extiinguiflied, tho' overcome ; in 
fome things he was as inflexible and muleiih as 
^ver, but then be durft not kick £» ^entyt and 
was reduced to the neceiEty of being paffive in 
his refentments. Mrs. Trunnion* for example^ 
propofed that a coach and fix (hould be pur-^ 
chafed, as (he could not ride en horfebacky and 
the chaife was a icandalous carriage for a perfon 
of her conditions the commodore^ confcious of 
his own inferior capacity in point of reafoning, 
did not think proper to difpute the propofal, but 
lent a deaf ear to her repeated remonftrancest 
tho' they were inforced with every argument 
which ihe thought could fpotb, terrify^ lhame or 
decoy him into complismce : in vain did flie urge 
the excefs of afFeition fiie had for him, as me- 
Vol. I, E xi^ 
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i^iting fome return of tendernefs and condefcen- 
jfion i he was even proof againft certain menacing 
hints (he gave, touching the refentment of ^ 
flighted woman ; and he ftood out againft all the 
rfConfiderations of dignity or.difgrace, like a bal- 
lpark of brafs. Neither was he moved to any 
tifidecent or unkind cxpreflions of contradi£);ion» 
<even when fhe upbraided him with his fordid dif** 
pofition, and put him in mind of the fortune and 
Jionour he had acquired by his marriage, but 
;feemed to retire within himfelf^ like a tortoife 
^hen attacked, that (brinks within its fhell, and 
Jilently endure the fcourge of her reproaches^ 
^without Teeming feniible of the fmart. 

This, however, was the only point in which (he 
tiad been baffled fince her nuptials ; and as (he 
*could by no mains digeft the mifcarriage, llie 
-tortured her invention for feme new plan by 
^hich (be might augment iier infiaence and au* 
ihority : what her genius refufed was fuppHed 
1>V accident ; for (he had not lived four months in 
4he garrifon when (he was feized with frequent 
xfualms and Teachings, her breafts began to har- 
den, and her ftomach to be remarkably promii- 
^lent: in a word, £he congratulated herfelf on 
ithe fymptoms of her own fertility, and the com- 
;inodore was tranfported wieh joy, at the profpeft 
^f an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew (his was the proper feafon for vindi- 
stating her omi fovereignty, and accordingly em- 
tployed the means which nature had put in her 
ipower. There was not a rare piece of furniture 
^nd apparel for which Ihe did not long ; and one 
,day as (he went to church, feeing lady Stately's 
•equipage arrive, flie fuddenly fainted away. Her 
^U^aail, wbofc vanity had never been fo perfectly 

jgra- 
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gratified as with this proxnifcd harveft of his oWft 

K wing, took the alarm immediately, and in olr* 
dcr to prevent relapfes of that kind, vvhich might , 
be attended with fatal confequences to his hope, 
gave her leave to befpeak a coach^ horfes and li- 
veries to her own liking. Thus authorized, flie 
in a very little time exhibited fuch a fpecimcn of 
her own tafte and magnificence as afforded fpecu- 
ktion to the whole county, and made Trun- 
nion's heart quake within him, becaufc he fure- 
faw no limits to her extravagance, which alfo 
manifefted itfelf in the moft expenfive prepara- 
tions for her lyfng-in. 

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the re- 
prefentdtive of her father's houfe, fecmed now to 
Jofe all that hereditary Yefped, and prompt her 
to outfhine and undervalue the elder branch of 
her family. She behaved to Mrs. Pickle with a 
fort of civil referve that implied a confcious fu- 
periority, and an emulation in point of grandeur 
immediately commenced between the two fitters. 
She every day communicated her importance to 
the whole pariib, under pretence of taking the air 
in her coach, and endeavoured to extend her ac- * 
quaintance among people o[ iafliion. Kor was 
this an undertaking attended with great diiJiculty; ' 
for all perfons w/iatever, capable of maintaining 
a certain appearance, wiH always find admiffion 
into what is called the beft company, and be 
rated in point of character according to their own 
valuation, without fubje<3ing their pretcnfions to 
the fmalleft doubt or examination. In all her vi- 
fits and parties llie fcizcJ every opportunity of de- 
claring her prefent condition, obferving that (he 
was forbid by her phyficians to tafte fuch a pickle, * 
and that fudi a diih was poifon to a wom^n in hct 

E 2 way: 
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way : nay, where flie was on a footing of fa- 
miliarity, fhe affected to make wry faces, and 
compliined that the young rogue began to be very 
unruly, writhing herfelf into divers contortions^ 
as if ftie had been grievoufly incommoded by the 
mettle of this future Trunnion. The hufband 
bimfelf did not behave with all the moderation 
that might have been expeded ; at the club he 
frequently mentioned this circumftance of his 
own vigour as a pretty fuccefsful feat to be per- 
formed by an old Jellow of fifty-five, and con- 
iirmed the opinion of his flrength by redoubled 
fquec/.(-s of the landlord's hand, which never 
failed of extorting a fatisfadlory certificate of his 
ihight. When his companions drank to the Hans 
gn keldirr^ or Jack in the low celkr, he could 
not help difpLjying an extraordinary complacence 
df countenance, and fignificd his intention of 
ibnding the young dog to fea, as foon as he fliould 
he able to carry a cartridge, in hopes of feeing 
him an officer before his own death. 

This hope helped to confole him under the ex- 
traordinary expence to which he was expofed 6y 
the profufion of his wife, efpecially when he con- 
fidered that hfs compliance with her prodigality 
would be limited to the expiration oi the nine 
months, of which the beA part was by this time 
elapftd ; yet in fpite of all this philofophical re- 
fignation, her fancy fometimes foared to fuch a 
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of infolence and 
arbfurdky, that his temper forfook him, and he 
could iiot help wifhing in fccrct, that her pricici 
might be confounded in the diflipation of her mofl: 
flattering hopes, even tho' he himfelf ibould be 
a principal fuffercr by the difappointment. Thefe, 
however, were no other than the fu^geftions of 

tern- 
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temporary dUgufls^ that commofily fMbfided 3S 
fuddenly as they arofe, and never gave the leaft 
difturbance to the perfon who infpircd them, be- 
caufe^ne took care to conceal them carefully from 
her knowledge. 

Mean whfle (fee happily advanced in her reck- 
oning, with the promife of a favourable iilbe ; the 
term of her computation expired, and in the 
middle of the night (he was vifited by certain 
warnings that feemed to befpeak the approacli of 
the critical moment. The commodore got up 
•with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who 
had been feveral days in the houfe ; the goflips 
were immediately fummoned, and the moft in- 
terefting expeflations prevailed ; but the fymp- 
toms of labour gradually vanilhed, and, as the 
matrons fagely obferved^ this Was no more than 
a falfe alarm. 

Two nights after they received a fecond intf- 
mation, and as (he was fenfibly diminifhed in the 
waifty every thing was fuppofed to 1>e in a fair 
way; yet this vifitation was not more conclufive 
than the former j her pains wore off in fpite of 
'aU her endeavours to encourage them> and the 
good women betook themfelvesto their refpedive 
homes, in expedtation of finding the third attack 
decifive, alluding to the well-known maxim, that 
numher three is always fortunate. For once> 
however, this apothegm failed 5 the next call was 
altogether as incffedual as the former 5 and 
mpreover, attended with a phaenomcnon whidb 
to. them was equally ftrange and inexplicable: 
this was no other than fuch a redu£Hon in the 
fize of Mrs. Trunnion as might have been ex- 
pe^ed afier the birth of a full-grown chi?d. 
&aitled at fuch an unaccountable event, tliey fat 
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in clofc divan ; and concluding that the cafe w^3 
in all refpeds unnatural and prodigious^ deftred 
that a meflenger might be immediately difpatched 
for fome male pra^itioncr in the art of andr 

The commodore, without guefling the caufe. 
of their perplexity, ordered Pipes immediately on 
this piece of duty ; and in lefs than two hours 
they were afTifted by the advice of a furgeon of 

' the neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the 
piiticni had never been with child. This afleve- 
raiiun was like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trun- 
nion, who had been during eight whole days and 
n'ights in continual expedation of being bailed, 
with the appellation of father. 

After fom^ recolledlion he fwore the fur- 
geon was an ignorant fellow, and that he would 
not take his word for what he advanced, being 
comforted and confirmed in his want of faith by. 
the infinuations of the midwife,., who ftill per- 
fiftcd to feed Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a. 
fpeedy and fafe delivery ; obferving that fte had 

• been concerned in many a cafw of the fame nar 
ture, where a fine child was fouod, even after 
aji figns of the mother's pregnancy had difap- 
peared. Every twig of hope, how flender fo* 

,e:ver it may be, is eagerly caught hold on by 
people who find ihemfclves in danger of being 

' difappointed. To every queftion propofed by her 
to the lady with the preamble of. Han't you ? " 
or Don't you ?" an anfwer was made in the af- 
firmative, whether agreeable to truth or not, be- 
caufe the refpondent could not find in her heart 
to difown any fymptom that , might favour thq 
HPiion fhe had fu long indulged, 

Thia: 
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This experienced proficient in the obftctric 
art was therefore Jcept in clofe attendance for th& 
fpace of three weeks, during which the patient' 
had feveiral returns of what fhe pleafed herfetf 
whb- believing to be kbour-pains, till at length 
fhe and her hufband became the Handing joke ot 
the par lih ; and this infatuated couple could fcarce- 
be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even- 
when fhe appeared as lank as a greyhound, nnct 
they were furniflied with other unqueftionable 
proofs of their having been deceived^ But they 
could not for ever remain under the influence of 
this fweet dehifion, which at 1:4^ faded away, and' 
was fucceeded by a paroxifm of iTianie and con-- 
fu&otky that kept the hulband within doors for the 
ipace of a whole fortnightv and confined his lady 
to her bed for a feries of weeks, during whicli^ 
ihe fuffered all the anguiil) of the moft inteofc 
mortification 4 yet evea-this was fubdued by the 
lenient hand- of time*- 

The firft refpite from her d-jagrin was em-- 
ployed in the ftndl-difcharge of what are called the 
duties of religion, which ibe performed with the 
mofl rancorous feverity,- fetting on foot a pcrfc-- 
cation in her own family, that made the houfe 
too hot for all the menial fervants, even ruffled 
the almoft invincible indifference of Tom Pipes, 
harrafied the commodore himfelf out of ali pa- 
tience, and fpared no individual but lieutenant?^ 
Hatchway, v^hom (he never ventured to difr> 
oblige. 
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Mrs. TntOfitoii ereih 4f tyramty in the garrtfm^ 

while her husband conceives an ajffc^ion for his 
nephew Perry> who manifgjis a pisutiarity ef 
dsfpojkim mn in bis imitryiurK 

HAVING exercifcd hcrfdf three months 
in fuch pious amuiements, (he appeared 
f^atn in the world ; But bei' miifoitune bad mad« 
foch an impreiSon m ht^ mind^ that (he ccmM 
not bear the figlit of a chilJ, and trembled when- 
ever the^conyerfation happened to turn upon a 
<^r«fteiiing. Her temper, which was n^imwXkf 
none of the fweetcft, feemed to have imbibed a 
double proportion of fouring from her difap- 
poiocmenc ^ of confequence her compaay waa 
iiot much coveted^ and ihe found wcy f«w pea» 
pie difpofed to treat her with thofe marks of con- 
fideration which (he looked upon as her due. 
This negle£l detached her from the fociety gf an 
unmannerly woild ; ihe concentred the energy af 
all her talents in the government of her own 
houfe, which groaned accordingly under her ar- 
bitrarj^ fway, and in the brandy-bottle found 
ample conibladon for all the aflUdiDii &e bad 
ujidcrgone. 

As for the commodore, he in a little time wea- 
thered hia diigrace* after baving fuftained many 
fevere jokes firom the lieutenant ; and now hia 

chief aim being to be abfent from his own houfe 
as much as poirible, he frequented the publick* 
houfe more than ever, moi^ afliduoufly cultivated 
the friendOiip ef his brother-in-law Mr. Pickle, 
and in the courfe of their intimacy coaceived an 
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afFecSion for his nephew Perry, which did not 
end but with bis life. Indeed it mud be ownc(i 
^at Trunnion was not naturally deficieiiit in thp 
ibcial paffions of the foul, wtHch, tho* they were 
ftrangely warped, di(^uifed and overborne by the 
circumftances of his boiflerous life and educa- 
tion, did not fait to manifefi themfejves ocn^ 
fionally thro' the whole Gourfe of his behaviour. 

As all his hopes of propagating his own name 
bad periihedy and his relations lay under the in- 
terdiction of his hate» it is no wonder that thro' 
the familiarity and friendly intercourfe fubfifting, 
between him and Mr, Gamaliel, he contracted ar 
liking for the boy 9 who by ibis time entered the^ 
third year of his age, and was indeed a very 
handfome, healthy and promifiiig child ; and what 
feemed to ingratiate him ftill more with his un- 
cle, was a certain oddity of difpofition for whicbr 
he had been remarkable even from his cradle. It 
is reported of him, that before the firfi; yearof* 
his infancy was elapfed, he ufed very often, im- 
mediately after being drefTed, in the midft of the- 
carefles which were beftowed upon liim' by hi» 
mother while flie indulged herfelf in the contem- 
plation of her own happinefs, all of a fudden to 
alarm ber with a fit of fbrieks and cries, which 
continued with great violence till he was firipped 
to the (kin w:;h the utmoff expedition by order 
of his affrighted parent, who thought his tender- 
body was tortured by the mifapplicatron of fom& 
unlucky pin ;^ and when he had given the'm alt 
this difturbance and unneceffary trouble, he would 
lie fprawling and laughing in their faces, as if 
ke ridiculed the impertinence of their concern. 
Nay it is affirmed, that ©ne day, when an old 
woman who attended m the liuiltxy had 
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llcaUh conveyed, a bottle of cordial waters to . 
her mouth, h.e pulled, his nurfe by the fleeve, 
aii.d by a - flight glance deteSkiog . the thefts 
tipt her the wink with a particular flynefs of 
cpuntenance, as if he had faid v^ith a fneer. 
Ay, ay, that is what you muft all come to/^ " 
But thefe inft^nces of reflei^ipa in a babe nine 
months old ace fo incredible,, that I look upon 
them as cx fojl fa^o obfervations, founded upon 
imaginary recolkdlion, when he was in a niord 
age, and his peculiarities of temper be- 
came much more remarkable : of a piece with th« 
ingenious difcoverics of thofe fagacious obfervers,. 
who can difcern fomething evijejitly characlcrr 
ift c in the features of any noted. perfon;ige wbo(c 
character they have previoufly heard explained 
yet, without pretending to fpecify at what pei locL-. 
of his childhood this fmgularity iirft appeared, I 
can with great truth declare, that when he iirit. 
aia'wi.ilcd tlie notice ai>d aQyclion oi" his uncle, it.-, 
was plainly perceiv4b*e. 

One would imagine he* had marked out tha 
<pmmodorp as a proper objeA of ridicule, foe: 
almoft all his little childifii fatue was kvelle4 
againft him. I w.ill no( deny that he m ight .ha ve^ 
been influenced Jn this.garjticular by the examplei 
and inftruftion of Mr. Hatchway, who dclightecL 
\x\ fuperintending.the firft eflays of his genius.. 
As the gout, had taken up its refidence in Mr*, 
Trunnion's. great tQe,, from. .whence it never re* 
moved, no not for a day, litilci.Perry took great 
pleafuTe in treading by accident oa. this infirai 
niember ; and when his uncle, incenfed . by the 
pain, ufed tcud^mn h'm for ^belUbegotten brat^ 
he would appeafe^hirn in a twinkling by return-i- 
ing the curfe with.. equal cmpliafis, and afl;in^ 
T?<iUMJyv^§.the.niatter,\Kich.old.H^ Tough? . 
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an appellation by which the h'eutenant had taught' 
bim to diflinguifh this grim tommander. 

Neither was this the only experiment • he tried ' 
upon the patience of the commodore, with whofe " 
nofe he uled to take indecent freedoms even 
while he was fondled on 'his knee i in one month 
he put him to the expence of two guineas in 
feal-fkin, by picking his pocket of divers tobacco 
pouches^ all of which he in fecret committed to 
the flamesft Nor did the caprice of his difpo* 
iition abftain from the favourite beverage of- 
Trunnion, who more than once fwalluwed a • 
whole draught in which hia^ brother's fnuft-box ' 
had been emptied, before- he perceived the dif- 
agreeable infufion : and one day, when the com- 
modore had challifcd him by a gentle tap with iiis 
cane, he fell flat on the floor as if he had been ■ 
deprived of all fenie and motion, to the terror 
and amazemerrt of the ftriker ; and after having 
filled the whole houfe with confufion and difmay, 
opened his eyes and laughed hearuly at the fuc« 
cefs of his own impoiition* • 

It would be an endlefs and perhaps no very 
agreeable tafk, to enumerate all the unlucky 
pranks he played upon his- uncle and others, be* 
fore he attained* the -fourth year of his noe ; about 
which time he was fefif, with an attendant, to a 
day-fchool in the neighbourhood, that (to ufe 
his good mother's own expreffion) he might be 
out of * harm's way. Here, however, he made 
little progrefs, except in mifchief, which he prac- 
tifcd with impunity, becaufe the fchool-miftrcf^ 
would run no rilfc of dkbblis^ino: a ladv of for- 
tune, by exercifing unneceffary feverities upon 
her only child. Neverthelefs Mrs. Pickle was 
notfo bliodly partial as to be plcafed wiib fn^h 
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wfifeafonable indulgence. Perry ivas taken mit 
of the hands of th^ courteous teacber, and com** 
imtced to die tnftradnon of a pecbgogoe^ wha 
ivas ordered to adminifter fueh corre£lion as the 
boy {hould ifi his opkiion deferve* Thk auliio^ 
nty be did not MgleA to ufe s fsnfii was rc^ 
gultrly flagged Mvice a-dey^ and after jnviitg beeft 
. fubjec^ed to this courfe of difcipline for the fpace of 
etg|[iceen moBtbe) deckred the moil obftinate, dull 
and untot^ard gemnihaitiever had&Uen under Ms 
cultivation ; inftead of being reformed, he feemed 
rather hardened and confirmed in his vidoos jin«> 
vlmatiofis, tnd wfaa dead toallfenfe of fear ae- 
Vfell as iham^. His mother was extremely mor*-> 
tified at thefe fymptoms of ftujndity, which fhe 
confidered as an inheritaace derived from the fpirit 
of his fether, and confcquendy infiirmountable 
by all the efforts of human care. But the com- 
xnodore rojoiced over the ruggedne/s of his na« 
t<ure» and was parttcuiarfy plei^ when iipon in* 
.quiry he found that Peri'y had beaten all the boys* 
in the fchool ; a circumftance from which he 
prognoftkated every thing (hat was fair and for- 
tunate in his future fate ; obferving, that at hie 
age he himftlf was ju[i fuch another. The boy, 
who was now turned of iuc, having proixted fo 
•little under the birch of his unbaring governor, 
Mrs. Pickle was counfelledto fend him to a board** 
iiig-fchool not far from London, which was kept 
by a certain perfon very eminent for his fucoefsful 
method of education. This advice (he the more 
reacTily embraced, becaufe at that time fhc found 
herfelf pretty far gone with another child, that flic 
hoped would confole her-for the diiappointment-ihe 
had met with in the unpsomifing talents -of Perry, 
or at any rate divide her concern, lo as to enable 
her to endure the abficnce of eiihcj?, 
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CHAP. XII. 

Peregrine /V fent to a baarding-^fchotjl^ becomes 
markakU for kis genius and amintion. 

THE commodore underftanding her clder- 
minatiin^ to which her huib^uid did not 
venture to make the leaft objedtoiH interefled 
hwaUiS fo much in behalf of m Ikvoiirke, as to» 
At him out at his own charge, and accompany 
him in perfon to the place of his dcltmation> 
where he defiayed the eKpetiee of his emrance^ 
and left him to the particular care and infpedtion 
©f the uiher, who having been recommended to- 
lii/a a»a perfon of parts and in t^rity, receivedi 
^ advance a'handfome confidenlion* for the ta&. 
he undertook. 

Nothing could be better judged than this piece 
of Itberaiity $ tiie affiftant mm aftually a *'man of 
learning, probity, and good fenfe ; and though 
obliged by the fcandalous adminiftration of for- 
tune to ad in the chasa^r of an inferior teacher^, 
^faad by his foie capacity and application^* brought 
the fchool to that degree of reputation which it 
never could have obtained from the talents of his^ 
Aiperior» He had efiabliChed an oeeonomy, which 
though regular, was not at all fevere, by enaA«- 
ing a body of laws fuited to the age and compre- 
faenfionof every individual^ and each tranfgreflbr 
was fotrly tried by his peers, am) puniifaed accord** 
iiig to the vcixlicl of the jury. No boy was- 
fcourged lor want of apprehenfion, but a fpiritof 
'emulation was raifod by wcM- timed. praife and art* 
^yl GompariCbn, and maihtaimd by a diftributio(» 
#f fmalLpriaes,. which wac -iJiudgcJ to thofe wh^ 
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llgnalizcd themfelves cither by their induftry, fo-- 
iKiety or genius* This tutor, wbofe name was - 
Jennings, began with Perry, according to his 
Conftarit maxrm, by examining: the foil ; that is, 
fludying his temper, .in order to confuit the biais 
of his difpofition, which was ftrangely perverted' 
by the ablurd difcipiine he hud undergone, Hfe 
foiind him in a ftate of fuUen infenfibilitv, which 
the child had gradually contracted in a long courfe 
of ftupifying corredion ; and atHirft he was not 
in the leaft a£^uated by that commend uion which 
animated the reft of his fchool-fellovvs i nor was * 
it in the powerofnreproacb to excite his ambition, 
which had been buried, as it were, in the grave 
of difgrace: the uflier tlierefore had recourfe to * 
contemptuous negle£t, with which he afFe£i:ed to - 
treat this ftubborn fpbit ; forefeeing that if he re* 
tained any feeds of fentimenr, this weather would 
infallibly raife them.inta.vegetatian ; his judgment/- 
vrasj unified by the event; th^ boy in a litde time 
began to make obfervations ; he perceived the* 
miirks of diftinction with which virtue was re- - 
ward ed , grew afhamed of the defpicable figure he 
himfelf made amongft his companions^- who far ' 
from courting, rather ftiunncd hh converfation ; 
and adiualiy pined at his own want of importance. 

JVIf . Jennings faw and rejoiced at his-mortifi- 
catton, which he fufFered to proceed asfaraspof* 
ftbic, without endangering his health; The child • 
loft all rehfhfor diverfion, loathed his food, grew 
penfive, folitary, and was frequently found weep* 
iug b) himfelf. Thcfc r)mpu>ins plainly evinced 
the recovery of his feelings, to which his gover- 
nor thought it now high time to make appUcap 
tiomj and therefore by little and little altered his 
hehaviOHr from the indiffierence heiiad put on, to 

t. the.- 
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the appearance of more regard and attentions. 
This produced a favourable change in the boy^ 
vfhofe eyes fparkled with fatfefacaion one dav^. 
when his mailer exprcflcd himfelf with a {hew of 
furpri&e in thefe words, So, Perry ! I find you 
don't want genius, when you think proper to ufe 
it.*^ Such encomiums kindled the fpirit of emu- 
lation in his little breaft ; he exerted himfelf with 
furprifing alacrity, by which he foon acc}uitted 
himfelf of the imputation of duUncfs, and obtainei 
fundry honorary filver pennie?, as acknowlcdge-*- 
ments of- his appiication : his fehodifeUows now 
foliicited his friendfHip vas oagerly as- they had 
avoided it before ; and in lefs than a twelvemonth 
. after his arrival, this fuppofed dunce was remark- ■ 
ahle for the brighxnefs of bis parts ; having in 
that (hort period iearnt to read Englifli perfcaiy 
well, maiic great progrefs in writing, enabled 
himfeif tOvfpeak the French language without he- 
li.tatton,^and^dcquired fome knowledge in the ru« 
diments of the Latin tongue. The uflier did not 
fail to tranfmit an account of his proficiency to • 
the commodore, who received it with tranfport,* 
• and forthwith communicated the happy tidings to 

the parcrts. 

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never fubjeft 
to vident emotions, heard them with a fort of 
pblegmatic fatisfa<ftion that fcarce manifcflied iifclf 
either in his countenance or expreffions ; nor did* 
the child's mother break forth into that rapture 
and admiration which might have been expefted, 
when (he underliood huy/ much the talents of her 
firft-born had exceeded the hope of- her warmeflr- 
igiagination. Not but that (he profeiTed herfelS 
well pleafed with Perry's reputation ; though (be 

^kJ^VQ.d ihAixn. thefc.cuaiiwudatiyns.the truth was 

always:. 
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alv^a]tt<e]aggerarte4 by fchool^maflers, for their own^ 
iiilereft ; and pretended to wonder that the ufliejr 

had not mingled more probability with his praife* 
Trunnion was oft'ended at her indift'erence and 
want of faith, and believing that fiie tefyhed tea 
much in her (Kfcernment, f\¥ore that Jennings- 
had declared the truth, and nothing but the 
truth ; for he hk»felf bad prophecied from tha 
beginning) diat the boy would turn out a credit 
to his family. But by this time Mrs. Pickle was 
bkfled with a daughter, whom (he had brought 
Hito the world about fix months before the intel* 
ligence arrived ; fo that her care and ^SS^&xon ht^ 
ing otherwife engroflcd, the praife of Perry was 
the lefs greedily devoured. The abatement of her 
londnefe was an advantage to his education, which, 
would have been retarded, and perhaps ruined by 
pernicious indulgence and prepoflerous interpofi- 
tion, had her love considered him as an only- 
child \ whereas her concern being now diverted" 
to another objedl that (harcd, at ieaft, one half 
of her affection, he was left to the management 
of his preceptor, who tutored htm according to 
his own plan, without any lett or interruption. 
Indeed all his fagacity and circumfpedlion were 
but bai;ely fuificient to keep the young gentleman 
in order; for now that be had won the palm ofi 
vi£lory from his rivals in point of fcholarfhip, his 
ambition dilated, and he was feized with the de-*^ 
fire of fubjeding the whole fchooi by the valotfr 
of his arm. Before he could bring this projeft to^ 
bear, innumerable battles were fought witli vari* 
ous fiiceefs i every day a bloody nofe and com- 
jjlaint were prelented againft hims and his oww 
Yifage commonly bore feme livid marks of obfti- 
Bate coiitemwn. At length, however, he ac-^ 

compli&eA 
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©ompliflied his aim; his adv^rfaries were fuWued, 
his ptowe& ackno wJedged, and be ob^nei^ the 
buret m wsar as wdi as wit Thus trkjmphaiity 
he was intoxicated with fuccefs. His pride rofe in 
proportion to his power, and in fpite of all the 
endeavours of Jennings^ who pradifed eveiy ait^ 
tbod be couU invent for cttr-bmg his Hcentkms 
condud, without dcpreffing his fpirit, he con- 
traiSied a large proportion of infolence, Vl|^h a 
feries of misfortunes that happened to him iP^be^ 
fequel could fcarce cffeiiaally tame. Neverthe-^ 
lefs there was a fund of good nature and genero- 
fity in his compofition ; and though he eftabliihed 
a tyranny ambng his comrades, the tranquility 
of his reign was maintained by the love raiher 
than by the fear of his fubje£b« 

In the midft of all this enjoy ment of empire)^ 
he never once violated that refpeflfui awe vilth 
which the uiher had found means to infpire htm;* 
but he by no means preferved the fame regard for 
the principal mafter, an old itliterate Germati 
quack, who had formerly pra£lifed corn-cutting 
among the quality, and fold cofmeiic wa(he& to 
the ladies, together with teeth-powders, hair** 
dying liquoca, proUiick elinir?) and tin<%ures ta 
fweeten the breath. Thefe noftrums, recommended 
by the art of cringing, in which he was conium<> 
aftte, ingratiated him fo much with people of 
fafliion, that he was enabled to fet up fchool with 
five and twenty boys of the beft families, whom 
he boarded on his own terms, and undertook ta 
iiilkni& in the French and Latin languages. So aa 
to qualify them for tha colleges of Weftminfter 
or Eaton. While this plan was in its infanc)^ 
he was fo fortunate as to meet with Jennings,, 
who for the paultry confidcrsition of thirty potrnflS' 
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a year, which his necciiities compelled him ta^ 
accept, took the whole trouble of educating the 
children upon himfelf^ contrived an excellent fy-> 

ftem for that purpofe, and by his affiduity and 
knowledge executed all the particulars to the en-* 
tire fatisfadion of thofe concerned, who by the 
bye, never inquired into his qualifications, but 
fullered the other to enjpy the fruits of his labouJD. 
and ingenuity. 

Over and. above a large {kotk of avarice, Jg-^^ 
i)orance and vanity, this fuperior had certain ridi— 
jculous peculiarities in iiis perfon, fuch as a hunch 
upon his back, and diftorted limbs, that Teemed 
to attract the litirical notice of Peregrine, who, 
young as he was, todk offence at his want of re^ 
verence for his ufher, over whom he fometimea- 
chofe opportunities of difplaying his authority, 
that the boys niight not mifplace their venera- 
tion. Mr.. Keypitick, therefore, fuch as I have 
defcribed him, incurred the contempt and dif- 
pleafure of this enterprifing pupil, who now being^; 
• in the tenth year of his age, had capacity enougt>- 
to give him abundance of vexation. 

CHAP. XIIL 

He exerdfes his talents at the txpma of the fchooU 
mafter^ wbofe chara^er and bufmefs declining^ 
he deftres io be 7'ecalied. 

AS the Germaa profeiled bimfelf a man of 
learning, and fometimcs affected to make 
a parade of it, by examinijig the younger boys on 
the rudiments or grammar, which he made fhift 
to comprehend j Peregrine, who was advanced 
aa. far, as Cornelius Ncpos, ufed to teiM and perr 

pjex)^ 
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pTex. hini} by frequently begging his explanation 
of certain fentences in that author, while the 
ufher was engaged in fome other employment. 

On thefe occafions he j^raciifed a thoufand pir 
tiful.ihifts to conceal his own nakednels ; fome- 
times reprehending the boy for dlfturbing him in 
his meJitaiioi'is, fomc times pleading the weakneii 
of bis eyes, that hindered him from confidering 
the paflTage ^ and fometimes remitting him to the 
di£tionary, as a puniOiment for his inattention 
when it was copilrued by Mr, Jejonings^ Not^ 
witbflanding thefe evafions, he wasperkcuted hy 
his tormentor with fuch perfeverance, that he 
could find no other refource than that of pretend- 
ing to be in a violent hurry, in confequftnce of 
which he always quitted the place ; fo that when^* 
ever Perry and his companions were incommoded 
.by bis prcfence^ they had recourfe to this expe^ 
dieiit, which never failed to expel him in a.tricQ. 

Not contented with having thus rendered him 
contemptible in the eyes of his difciples, this in- 
defatigable wag exercifed his invention in various* 
contrivances, to plague, difturb and expofe him. 

Confcious of his u .vn dcfed in point of liaturc 
and proportion, the little pedant uf(^d all the adx* 
ditions uf att and.addrefs to improve his perfon, 
and raife himfelf as near as poffible to the ftandard 
dimenfions of nature; with this view he wore 
iboes with heels three inches high, ftrutted likq 
a peacock in walking, and ere<S)ed his head with 
fuch mufcular exertion, as rendered it impoflible 
for.him to extend his viuon downwards- blow the 
preternatural prominence of his bread. Peregrine, 
therefore, taking advantage of this foppery, ufed 
to ftrew his way with bean-fhclls, on which 
v^Ueiieyer l^e chai\ce4 tp ti^ead, his heels flipped 



Digitized by Google 



^be ADVENTtTRES cf 

from under hiai, his hunch pitched upon tihe 

ground, and the furniture of his head fell off ia 
the ftiock ; fo that he lay in a very ludicrous atti- 
tude for the entertainment of the fpedators. He 
moreover ftized opportunities of ftudding hrs 
breeches with large pins, which when he fat down 
with a fodden jirk, penetrated the Ikin of his po- 
fleriofS) and compelled him to ftart up again with 
inBmte expedition, and roar hi Icoufly with the 
pain. Nay, perceiving that he was extremely pe- 
nurious HI his houfe-keeping, he fpoiU many a 
pot of excellent foap maigre, by flily conveying 
into it handfuls of fait or foot, and even drove 
needles into the heads of fundry fowls, that from 
t-he fiiddennefs of their death he might conclude 
feme infeftion was communicated to his poultry, 
anddifpofe of them accordingly for the half of their 
value. But noinftanceofyoungPickle'smifchtevous 
'talents afte£ted him with fuch immediate perplexity 
and confufion as this that I am going to recoimt. 

Being apprized by one of his friends that a lady 
of iaftiion intended to vifit his fchool on a certain 
^ay, without giving any previous notice of her 
coming, that fhe might be an eye-witnefs of the 
accommodation in his houfe before flie would 
commit her fon to his care, he ordered his 
boarders and apartments to be difhed nut for the 
occafion^ fpared no pains in adorning his owa 
perfon, and in particular employed a whole hour 
in adjufting a voluminous tyc, in which he pro- 
pofed to make his appearance. Thus prepared^, 
ho waited with great confidence and tranquillity,, 
and no (boner few the coach appear at a diftance, 
than he went to his ck fct In order to put on the 
periwig, which he had depofited ia a box, that no. 
accident might ruffle or difcompofe it before it 
was prefcntcd to her ladyfliip i but ndfher the 
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box nor its contents were to be found* At firfl 

he thought it might be mifplaced by fome of the 
fcrvants, to whom he called with gi;eateageriififii 
and vociferation, while he himTelf ran ftom room 
to room in queft of what he wanted : the domef- 
ticks could give him no intelligence of ius ty« ^ 
he beard the gates opened to admit the e^uipaga* 
his impatience increafed, he fwore in high Dutch^ ' 
the noife of the wheels on his pavement (alute^l 
his ears,. his vexation redoubled, and toffidg bis 
night-cap on th^ floor, he waddled down 
to the hall for his ordinary periwig, which he now 
found himfelf compelled to wear* How (ball I 
defcribe his diftradion when be undefflood ibofe 
too was miffing] he became quite dlriirioiis^ 
foamed at the mouth, danced to and fro in the 
. pailige like one bereft of his feniea, hJa^hemed 
alternately in £ngli0i and French^ andmuft havd 
been found by the lady in that frantic condition, 
bad not his fervants conveyed him to his owa 
chamber by force. 

The noble vifitant was received by Jennings^ 
who told her that Mr. Ke) pfiick was confined 
to his bed) and explained the whole oeconomy o£ 
the fchool fo much to her (atisfadlion, that ihe 
rcfolved to honour them with the charge of her 
own offspring. Key pftick fell fick in good earneft,, 
i^nd his intelie6b feemed to have received a nkl« 
{hock from the violence of the paffion into which, 
he had been precipitated by the roguery of Pere- 
grine, who had concealed both periwigs in the 
cellar, and now having enjoyed his trick, car-- 
ricd them back unperceivcd to the places froin 
which they had been removed. 

A whole week elapfed before the mailer reco* 

vercd fo much temper as to appear decently in pub- 
lic s 
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Ite ; and even then his countenance was ftormis 

and his refcntmcnt ao;ainft the authors of his dif- 
grace To intenie, that he promifed a reward or 
five guineas to any boy that would difcover the 
principal ador, or any of the accomplices con- 
cerned in this audacious intrigue ; declaring that 
no cbnfideracion ihould fcreen the offenders from 
condign punifhment, could they once be c6n- 
viclcJ of the trick. 

Pickle had not conduced this Jm d'efprit 
without participation, and fome there were privy 
to the affair whoTe fidelity was not incorruptible ; 
but their fecrecy was fecured by the terror of Pe- 
regrine, whofe authority and influence was fuch 
as to baffle the mafter in all his endeavours to un« 

ravel the confpiracy. 

This extraordinary referve, and the recollec- 
tion of feveral other mortifying jokes he had 
undergone, infpired him with ungenerous fufpi- 
cions of Mr. Jennings, who he could not help 
thinking had been at the bottom of them all, an J 
fpiritcd up principles of rebellion in the fchool, 
with a view of making himfclf indepenc'ent. Pof- 
fefled with this chimera, which was void of alUoun- 
dation, the German defcended fo low as to tam- 
per in private with the boys, from whona he hoped 
to draw fome very important difcovery ; but he 
was difappointed in his expectation ; and this 
mean pradice reaching the ears of his ufher, he 
voluntarily refigned his employment, and finding 
intereft to obtain holy orders in a little time after, 
left the kingdom, hoping to find a fettlement in 
fi>me of our American plantations! 

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a 
great revolution in the affairs of Keypftick, which 
declined from that moment^ becaufa he had neither 

authority 
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•authority to enforce obedience, nor prudence to 
maintain order among his fdiolars ; fo 'that the 

•fchool degenerated into anarchy and confufion^ 
and he himfelf dwindled in the opinion of his 
imployers, who looked upon him as fuperannti- 
ated, and withdrew their children from his tui- 
tion. 

Peregrine feeing this difiblution of their fociety, 
and finding himfelf every day deprived of fome 

companion, be^an to repitie at his fituation, and 
refolved, if poffible, to procure his rcleafe from 
-the jurifdiftion of a perfon whom he both detefted 
and defpifed. With this view he went to work, 
and compofed the following billet, addrefied to 
the commodore, which was the firft fpecimen of 
his compofition in the epiftolary way« 

Honoured and loving uncle, 

X Oping you are in good health, this ferves 

to inform you, that Mr. Jennings is 

gone, and Mr. Keypilick will never meet with 
his fellow. The fchool is already almofl broke 
•up, and (he reft daily going away ; and I beg of 
you of all love to have me fetched away alfo, for 
I cannot bear to be any longer under one who is 
a perfc£l ignoramus, who fcarce knows the decli- 
nation of mufa^ and Is more fit to be a fcare-crow 
than a fchoolmafter ; hoping you will fend for 
nie Toon, with my love to my aunt and my duty 
to my honoured parents, craving their bleffing 
and yours. And this is all at prefent fromiy ho- 
noured uncle, your weB^beloved and dutiful ne- 
phew and godfon, and humble fervant to cum- 
iuand 'till djeatb 

PEkBGRiNE Pickle. 
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Trunnion was overjoyed at the recck of this 

letter, which he looked upon a&one of the greateft 
efforts ot human genius, and as fuch communi- *. 
<;ated the contents to his lady, whom he had dif« 
turbed for the purpofe in the middle of her devo* 
tion, by lending a mcflage to herclofet, whither 
it was her cuftom very frequently to retire. She 
was out of humour at being tatcri^ipted^ and 
t^refore did not perufe this fpecimen of her ne^^ 
phew's underftanding with all the relifh that the 
commodore himlelf bad enjoyed i on the con- 
trary, after fundry paralytica! endeavours to fpeak, 
(for her tongue fonietimes rcfufed its oiPxce) (he 
obferved that the boy was a pert jackanapes, and 
ikferved be feverely cbaftifisd for treating bis 
betters with fuch difrefpefl; Her hufband under* 
took his godfon's defence, reprefenting with great 
V^armth that he knew Keypftick to be a good for 
nothing pimping old rafcal, and that Perry ihewed 
a great deal of fpirit and good fenfc in dcfiring to 
be taken from under his command ; he therefore 
declared that the boy Khould not live a week 
longer with fuch a fhambling fon of a bitch, and 
^mctioned his declaration with abundance of 
oaths. 

Mrs. Trunnion compofing her countenance 
into a look of religious demurenefs, rebuked hint 
fbr his profane way of talking, and afked in a 
magifterial tone if he intended never to lay afidc 
that brutal behaviour ? Irritated at this reproach^ 
he anfwercd in terms of indignation, that he knew 
how to behave himfclf as well as e'er a woman 
that wore a head, bad her mind her own affairs^ 
and with another repetition of oaths gave her to 
underftand that he would be mailer in his own 
hottfe* 
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This infinuation operated upon her fpirits like 
fridion upon a glafs globe, her face gleamed with 
. refentment, and every pore Teemed to emit par- 
ticles of flame. She replied with incredible fluency 
of the bittereil expreifions. He retorted equal 
rage in broken hints and incoherent imprecations. 
She rejoined with redoubled fury, and in conclu* 
fion he was fain to betake himfeif to ilight> eja- 
culating curies agaiiift her ; and muttering fome- 
thing concerning the brandy-bottle, which, hov^ 
ever, he took care (hould never reach her ears, 

Frombisownboufe he went di redly to vlfit Mrs. 
Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine's epiftle 
with many encomiums upon the boy's promifing 
parts ; and iinding his conunendations but coldly 
received, ddired Ihe would permit him to take 
his godfon under his own care. 

This lady, whofe family v/as now increafed by 
another fon that feemed to engrofs her care for 
the prefent, had not fcen Perry during a courfc 
of four years, and with regard to him, was per- 
fc&ly weaned of that infirmity known by the 
name of maternri fondnefs 4 (he therefore con** 
fented to the commodore's requeft with great con- 
defcenfion, and a polite compliment to him oa 
the concern he had all along manitefted for the 
welfare of the cbild* 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Tbi ^mmfdore takes Peregrine under his ctvn care. 

7he boy arr'iv£S at the garrijo?i • — is Jirangely 
recdwd by his cwn mother — enUrs into a conjee 
deroey with Hatchway and Pipes^ and ^^cecutes 
a couple cf waggi/h enterprizes upon his aunt. 

TRunmon having: obtained this permiilion 
that very afternoon, difpatched the lieute- 
nant in a poll chaifc to Keypftick's houfe, from 
whence in two days he returned with our young 
hero \ who being now in the eleventh year of his 
2ge, had outgrown the expectation of all his fa- 
inily» and was remarkable for the beauty and ele- 
gance of his perfon. His god&ther was tranf* 
ported at his arrival, as if he had been adlually 
the iflue of his own loins. He (hook him heartily 
by the hand» turned him round and round, fur* 
veyed him from top to bottom, bad Hatchway 
take notice how handfomely he was built; 
iqueezed his hand again, faying, Damn ye, ypu 
dog, I fuppofe you don't value fuch an old crazy 
fon of a bitch as me, a rope's end. You have for- 
got how I wont to dandle you on my knee, when 
you was a little urchin no higher than thel)avid, 
and played a thoufand tricks upon me, burning 
my bacco-pouches and poifuning my rumbo : O ! 
damn ye, you can grin faft enough I fee ; I war- 
rant you have learnt more things than writing 
and the Latin lingo." Even Tom Pipes expreHed 
uncommon fatisfa6tion on this joyful occafion ; 
aind coming up to Perry, thruft forth bis fore- 
paw, and accofted him with the falutation of 
Whatchear, my young matter? I am glad fee 

thee 
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thee with aii my heart/' Thfefe compUments be« 

ing paflfed, his uncle halted to the door of his 
wife's chamber, at which he flood hollowing^ 
•* Here's your kinfman Perry, belike you won't 
come and bid him welcome/' Lord ! Mr* 
Trunnion, faid (he, why v\ ill you continually har- 
r^fs me in this manner with your impertment in^ 
trufion V* ' ^ J harrow yoU) replied the commodorey 

'fblood ! I believe your upper works are damaged, 
I only came to inform you that here was your 
couiio^ whom you have not feen thefe four long 
years ; and FU be damned if there is fuch another 
of his ao:e within the king's dominions, d'ye fee, 
either for make or mettle ; he's a credit to the 
name, d'ye fee, but damn my eyes I'll fay no 
more of the matter ^ if you come you may, if 
you won't you may let it alone/* ^* Well, I 
Won't come then (anfwered his yoke*fellow) for 
I am at prefcnt more agreeably employed.'* 
, Oho ! you are ? I believe fo too cried the 
commodore, making wry faces and mimicking 
the adion of dram-drinking. Then addreiling 
hiaifelf to Hatchway, Prithee Jack, faid he, 
go and try thy Ikili on that ftubborn hulk 5 if anv 
body can bring her about I know you wooI« 
The lieutenant accordingly taking his ftation at 
the door, conveyed his perfwafion in thefe words. 
*^ What won't you turn out and hail little Perry ? 
It will do your heart good to fee fuch a handfome 
young dog ; I'm fure he is the very moral of you, 
and as like as if he had been fpit out of your 
own mouth, as the faying is ; do (hew a little 
refpeft for your kinfman, can't you." To this 
remonftrance (he replied in a mild tone of voice. 
Dear Mr. Hatchway, you are always teazing 
oae in fuch a manner ; fure I am, no body can 

F 2 tax 
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tax me with unkindnefs, or want of natural af^ 
fediion;" fo (ayrng) flie opened the door, and 
advancing to the hall where her nephew flood, re* 
ceived him very gracioufly, and obferved that he 
was the very image of her papa. 

Ill the afternoon he was condu£led by the com- 
modore to the houfe of his parents; Sind ftrange 
to tell, no fooner was be prefented to his mother 
than her countenance changed, flie eyed him with 
tokens of afflidion and Airpri^e, and burfttng 
into tears, exclaimed her child was dead, and this 
was no other than an impofior whom they had 
brought to defraud her forrow. Trunnion was 
confounded at this unaccountable paflion, which 
had no other foundation than caprice and whim; 
and Gamaliel himfelf fo difconcerted and unfettled 
in his own belief, which began to waver, that he 
knew not how to behave towards the boy, whom 
his godfather immediately carried back to the 
garrifon^ fwearing all the way that Perry ihould 
never crofs their thrcfhold again with his good- 
wiiU Nay, fo.much was he incenfed at this un- 
natural and abfurd renunciation, that be refufed 
to carry on any further correfpondence with 
Pickle, until he was appeafed by his follicitations 
and fubmifTion, and Peregrine owned; as bis fon 
and hein But this acknowledgment was made 
without the privity of his wife, whofe vicious 
avcriion he waj^ obliged, in appearance, to adopt. 
Thus exiled from bis father's houfe, the young 
gentleman was left entirely to the difpofal of tiie 
commodore, whofe afFe£lion for him daily in- 
crcafcd, infomucb, tMt he could fcarce prevail 
vpon himfelf to part with him, when his ediica<« 
tion abfolutely require that he Ihould be other- 
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Tn all probability, this extraordinaiy attach^ 

ment was, if not produced, at leaft rivetted by 
that peculiar turn in Peregrine's imagination^ 
Vfhich we have already obferved ; and which, 
during his refidence in the caftle, appeared in 
fundry ftratagems he praitifed upon his uncle and 
aunt, under the aufpices of Mr. Hatchway^ who 
affifted him in the contrivance and execution of 
all his fchemes. Nor was Pipes exempted from 
a (hare in their undertakings ^ for, being a trafty 
fellow, not without dexterity in fome cafes, and 
altogether refigned to their wilU they found him- 
a ferviceable inftrument for their purpofe, and 
ufcd him accordingly. 

The firft fample of their art was exhibited upon 
Mrs. Trunnion, from whofe chamber Peregrine 
having fecreted a certain utenfil, divers holes were 
drilled through the bottom of it by their operator ; 
and then it was replaced in a curious cafe that 
ftood by the bed-fide, in which it was referved 
for midnight-occaiions. The good lady had that 
evening made feveral extraordinary vifits to her 
dofet) and that fort of exercife never failed of 
having a diuretic efte<S upon her conftitution ; fo 
that (he and her bufband were fcarce warm 
in bed, when flie found it convenient to reach 
out her hand, and introduce this receptacle under 
the cloaths. It was then that Peregrine's r(}guery 
took effe£l. The commodore^ who had juft 
compofed bimfelf to reft, was inftantly alarmed 
with a flrange fenfation in his right IhoulJcr, on 
which fomething warm feemed to defcend in va- 
rious ftreams*: he no fooner comprehended the 
nature of this (hower, which in a twinkling be- 
dewed him from head to foot^ than he exclaimed. 
Blood and oons! Tm afloat 2'' and Parting 
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up, afked with great bittemefs if fhe had pifled 
through a watering can. Equally furprized and of- 
fended at the indecent queftion, (he began to re- 
gale him with a IccSlure on the fubje£l of that re- 
fpe<^ in which (he thought him io deficient j but 
perceiving the fource of bisdilpleafure, was filenc- 
ed in the middle of the firft fentence ; and aftef 
a (hort paufeof afloniihment, fcreamed with vex- 
ation. 

As there was a neceffiry for ihifting the bed- 

linnen, (he got up with great re!u£lance, rung 
her bell, and when her maid entered, prefented 
this new faibioned cullender, and threatened with 
many choleric exp-effions to fplit it into a thou- 
fand pieces on her fkull. Thunderftruck at the 
phsenomenon, it was fome time before the atten- 
dant could open her Ups in her own vindication i 
at length, however, flie protefled flic was inno- 
cent as the babe unborn, and that the pot was 
found and inture when ihe rinfed it in the after- 
noon. 

Her fufpicion was of confequence transferred 
upon- Perry, againft whom fhe uttered many me- 
nacing inve&ives; though (he was afterwards 
afliamed of diiclofing her refeiUmcnt, and in the 
mean time. was fain to take up her night's 
lodging in another apartment while Trunnion^ 
after a ftring of unmeaning oaths, which were 
extorted from him by his prefent uncomfortable 
fituation) couU not help laughing at the adven- 
ture ; and Peregrine with his confederates, ap- 
plauded themfelves in fcciet for having reduced 
them to fuch ridiculous diftrefs. 

Encouraged by the impunity with which they 
performed this feat, ciir aflbciates atchieved ano- 
ther, that had like to have been attended with 

very 
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very ferious confequences. Mrs. Trunnion hav- 
ing one day received a Atdden call which (he 
could not help obeying, her nepliew, who was 
always on the (cout^ took that opportunity of 
gliding unfeen into her clofet, and finding her 
cafe open, infufcd into one of the bottles a good 
quantity of powdered jallap, which had been pur- 
chafed by the lieutenant for that purpofe. He had 
defired the apothecary from whom he i>ought it) 
to give him as much as would impregnate two 
<|uarts of brandy, which, he guefTed) each bottle 
might contain ; and never dreamed that the pa-* 
tient, though left to her own difcretion, was in 
any danger of taking an over-dofe ; he therefore 
directed Perry to convey the whole proportion 
into one of the full bottles that ftood at fome di** 
fiance from that which he would perceive was in 
prcfent ufe, that the fpirits might have time to 
extra^ the virtues of the root before it (hould 
come to their turn. Every thing was done ac- 
cording to his prefcription, and a very fmall hole 
being bored in the wainfcot, through which thejr 
could reconnoitre her from another room ; thejr 
obferved her motions by turns, with a view of 
feeing whether or not (he would be alarmed by 
the extraordinary tafle of the tincture they had 
made. 

When they had watched in this manner for 
three or four days. Pipes being upon duty, per- 
ceived her take the firft cup of the compofition, 

which (lie had no fooncr fwallowed, than fhe be- 
gan to fliut her eyes, fmack her lips, fpitand 
exprefs all the marks of loathing and difguft : ne- 
verthekrs, fiiC iL^emcd to doubt her own fenfc, 
rather than the flavour of the Coniac, the neat- 
hcfe of which (he had already experienced, and 

F 4 therefore 

Digitized by 



I04 ^he Adventures of 

therefore repeated the cordial, if in defiance tm 
her own diftaftc ; taking care, however, to arm 
hpt palate with a large lump of fugar^ through 
which^it was ftrained in its pailage. 

' , ' Hatchway was ftartled when he underftood flic 
had taken fuch a dangerous draught of the medi* 
cine^ efpecially as (be had immediately after ftep- 
pcd into the coach to go to church, where he 
fed red (he might catch cold, or be otherwife af- 
i^&ed^ to the jeopardy of her perfon and the pre- 
judice of her reputation. Nor was his fear alto^ 
gether difappointed. The fervice was not half 
performed, when Mj^s. Trunnion was fuddenly 
taken ill \ her face underwent violent fluihings 
snd viciffitudes of corr.p'exion ; a cold clammy 
fweat bedewed her forehead, and her bowels were 
affli<9:ed with fuch agonies, as compelled her to 
jetire in the face of the congregation. She was 
brought home in torture, uhich was a Jittle af- 
fuaged when the dofe hegan to operate; but fuch 
was the excefs of evacuation (he fuftained, that 
her fpirits were q.uite exhaufted, and (he fufFered 
a fucccffion of fainting £ts that reduced'^her to 
the brink of the grave, in fpite of all the reme-* 
dies that were adminiilered hy a phyfician who 
was called in the beginning of her diforder, and 
who, after having examined the fymptoms, de* 

' dared that the patient had been poifoned with 
arfenic, and prefcribcd oily draughts and lubri- 
cating injections to defend the coats of the fto- 
mach at)d inteftines from the vellicating particles 
of that pernicious mineral j at the fame time hint* ' 
ing, with a louk of infinite fagacit^ that it was 
not difficult to divine the whole myitery j and 
aftcdting to deplore the poor lady, as if (he was 
expofed to more atteqvpts of the fame nature f 

. thereby 
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thereby glancing obliquely at the innocent com- 
modore, whom the officious fon of .^fculapiud 
fufpe^led as the author of this expedient^ to rid 
\iis hands of a yoke-fellow, for whom he was 
fvell known to have no great devotion. This 
impertinent and malicious infinuation made fomc 
impreffion upon the b3r*flanders, and fur* 
nifhed ample field for flandcr, to afperfe the mo-' 
Tals of Trunnion, who was reprefented through 
the whole diftri^ as a monfter of barbarity. 
Nay, the fufPerer herfelf, though fhe behaved 
with great decency and prudence, could not help 
entertaining (ome iniall diffidence of her hufband t 
* not that ftie imagined he had any defign iipon hev 
life, but that he had been at pains to adulterate 
the brandy, with the view of detaching her from 
that favourite liquor.. 

On this fuppofition fhe refolvcd to a£t wkh 
more caution for the future, without fetiing on 
foot any inquiry about the affair; while the 
, commodore imputing her indifpoHtion to fome 
' natural 'caufe, after the danger was paft, never 
faeftowed a thought upon the fubje£t ^ fo that the 
perpetrators were quit for their fear» which, how-* 
•"^ ever, had puniflied them fo effigcftually, that they 
never would bazar d any more jokes of the fame, 
nature^ ^ 
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CHAP. XV. 

The triumvirGie turn the Jiream of their wit upon 
the commedcre^ who by their means is embrmiid 
with an attorney^ and Urrified witb m affarU 

TH£ {hafts of their wit w6re now diretSed 
againft the commander himfelf, whom 
(hey teizcd and terrified almoft out of his fenfes* 
One day while he was at dinner. Pipes came and 
told him that there was a perfbn below that 
Wanted to fpeak with him immediately about an 
affair of the greateft importance^ that wculd admit 
€f no delay ; upon which he ordered the ffranger 
to be told that he was engaged, and that he muft 
fend up his name and bufinefs. To this demand 
ke received for anfwer a meiTagey importing that 
the perfon's name was unknown to him, and his 
bufinefs of fuch a nature, that it could not be dif- 
eiofed to any one but the commodore himfelf, 
whom he earneftly defired to fee without lofs of 

time. 

Trunnign, firrprifed at this importunity, got 
tif» with great relufbiice in t^e middle of his- 
meal, and defcending to a parlour where the 

ftranger was, sf^ed in a furly tone what he wanted 
with him in fuch a damned hurry^ that he could 
not wait till he had made an end of his mefs.. 
The other, not at all ciifconcerted at this rough 
addrcfs, advanced clofe up to him on his tiptoes,, 
and with a look of confidence and conceit^ laying 
his mouth to one fide of the commodore's head^ 
whifpercd foftly in his ear, « Sir, I am the attor- 
ney who«a you wanted to converfe with in prif 

vat« 
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vate.** The attorney cried Trunnion, ftare- 
sftg and half choaked with choler. Yes, Sir, 
at your fervicc, replied this retainer to the law, 
and if you pleafe, the fooner we difpatch the affair 
the better ; for 'tis an old obfervation) that delay 
breeds danger/* Truly, brother, faid the com* 
modore, v/ho could no longer contain himfelf, 
I do confefs that I am very much of your way of 
thtnkitig, d'ye fee; and therefore you ifaali be 
difpatched in a trice j*' fo faying, he lifted up his 
walking llaiF, which was fomething between a 
crutch and a cudgel, and difcharged it with fuch 
energy on the feat of the attorney's underftand- 
ing, that if there had been any thing but folid 
bone, the contents of his Ikull muft have beea 
evacuated* 

Fortified as he was by nature aga'nft all (uch 
aflauits, he could not withftand the momentum 
of the blow, which in an inftant laid him flat on 
the floor, deprived of all fenfe and motion , und 
Trunnion bopped up ftairs to dinner, applauding 
hkakK m ejaculatiom ail the way for the ven-*^ 
geance be had taken on iuch an impudent petti- 
logging mifcreant* 

The attorney no fooner awaked from this 
trance, tntt> which be had been fo unexpeSedly 
lulled, than he caft bis eyes around in qiieft of 
evidence, by which he might be enabled the more 
caftly to prove the injury he had fuftained ; but 
not a foul appearing, he made fliift to get upon 
his legs again, and with the blood trickling over 
bis nofe, followed one of the fervants into the 
dining-room, refolved to come to an explanation 
with the aflailant, and either extort money from 
him by way of fatisfa<Sion, or provoke him in a 
id application before witneffes. With this 

f 6 view 
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view he entered the room in a peal of clamour, 
to the amas&ement of all prefent^ and the terror of 
Mrs. Trunnion, whoihrieked at the appearance 
of fuch a fpedacle ; and addrefling himfelf to the 
commodore, PU tell you what. Sir, faid he, 
if there be law in England, FU make you fmart 
for this here aflfault; you think you have fcreened 
yourfelf from a profecution, by fending all your 
fervants out of the way, but that clrcumilance 
ivill appear upon trial to be a plain proof of the 
malice propenfe with which the fad was com- 
' mitted ; efpecially when corroborated by the evi- 
dence of this here letter, under your own hand9 
whereby I am defired to come to your owahoufe 
to tranfa£l an affair of confequence fo faying, 
he produced the writings and read the contents m 
Ihefe words. 

Mr. Roger Ravike. 
Sir, 

* 

BEING in a naanner prifoner in my own' 
houie, I defire you ^11 give me a call pre-^ 

cifely at three o'clock In the afternoon, and infift 
upon feeing myfeif, as I have an afiair of great 
confequence, in which yom particular advice is 
wanted by your humble fervant 

Ha wsEB. Trunnion. 
The one-eyed commander who had beeaiatis* 

fied with the chaftifement he had already be- 
llowed upon the plaintiff, hearing him read this 
audacious piece of forgery, which be confidered 
as the effe<ft of his own villany, ftarted up fron* 
table^ and feizing a huge turkey that lay in a diih 
3 before 
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before hini) would liave applied it fauce and all hy 
way of poultice co his wound, had he not been 
reftrainiHl by Hatchway, who laid faft hold on 
both his arms, and fixed him to his chair again, 
advifing the attorney to iheer off with what he 
had got. Far from following this falutary counfel^ 
be redoubled his threats, and fet Trunnion at de- 
fiance, telling him he was not a man of true 
courage, although he had commanded a fliip of 
war, or elfc he would not have attacked any 
perfon in fuch a cowardly and clandeftine man- 
»cr. This provocation would have anfwercd h s 
purpofe effectually, had not his adverfary's in-* 
dignation been reprefled by the fuggcftfons of the 
lieutenant who defired his friend in a whifper to 
be eafy, for he would take care to have the attor- 
ney toiled in a blanket for his prefumption. This 
propofal, which he received with great approba- 
tion, pacified him in a moment ^ he wiped the 
fweat from his forehead^ and his features relaxed 
into a grim fmile* 

Hatchway difappeared, and Ravine proceeded 
with great fluency of abufe, until he was interrupt- 
ed by the arrival of Pipe$, who, without anyexpof-^ 
tulationj led him out by the hand, and conduced 
him to theyardy where he was put into a carpet^ 
Md in a twinkling fent into the air by the ftreogth 
and dexterity of five ftout operators, whom the 
lieutenant had fele(Sled from the number of do- 
mefticks for that fingular fpell of duty. 

In vatn did the aftoniihed vaulter beg for the 
love of God and paflion of Chrift, that they would 
take pity upon him, and put an end tabis in-* 
voluntary gambols ; they were deaf to his prayers 
^and proteftations, even when he fwore in the 

moft folemn manner, that if they would ceafe tor- 

menunsi 
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tnenting him, he wouid forget and forgive what 
was pafied, and depart in peace to his own habt* 
tation ; LinJ continued the game till they were 
fatigued with the exercife. 

Ravine being difmiiTed in a moft mela«cho])r 
plight, brought an a£tion of ailauhr and batterer 
againft the commodore, and fubpcena'd all the 
fervants as evidences in the caufe j but as none of 
them had feen what happened^ be did not find his 
account in the profccution, though he himfelf 
examined all the witneflcs, and among other 
qaeftionS) afked whether they had not feen him 
come in like another man ? and whether they had 
ever feen any other man in fuch a condition as 
that in which he had crawled oit ? But this laft 
mterrogition they were not obliged to anfwer^ 
becaufe it had rcfcrer.ce to the fecond difciplinehe 
had undergone) in which they, and they only 
were concerned $ and no perfon is bound to give 
teftimony againft himfelf. 

In fhort, the attorney was nonfuited, to the 
fattsfaftion of all who knew him, and found himr 
felf under the neceffity of proving that he had re- 
ceived in courfe of poft, the letter which was de- 
clared in court a fcandalous forgery, in order ui- 
prevent an indiAment with whidh he was threat- 
ened by the commodore, who little dreamt that 
the whole affair bad been planned and executed 
by Peregrine and bis aflbciates* 

The next enterprize in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a fcheme to frighten Trunnioa 
with an apparition, which they prepared and e»* 
faibited in this manner* To the hide of a large 
ox Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a moft terrible 
appearance, ftretched on the jaws of a ttark 
which he had tnrought kxm and wcQomauy^ 
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^ated with a couple of broad glafles inftead of eyes. 
On the infide of thefe he placed two rufh lights, 
and widi a CQmpofuion of fulphur and falt-petre^ 
made a pretty large fafe, which he fixed betweei^ 
two rows of the teeth . This equipage being finifhed^ 
he^ one dark night chofen for the purpofe, put it 
on^ and following the commodore into a long 
paflage in which he was preceded by Perry with 
a light in his hand, kindled his fire- work with a 
match, and began to bellow like a bull. The boy^^ 
as it was concerted > looking behind him, fcreamed 
aloud, and dropped the light, which was extin- 
guiihed in the iall : wh^n Trunnion alarmed at 
his nephew's confternation, exclaimed, Zounds! 
what's the matter V* And turning about to fee 
the caufc of his difmay, beheld a hideous phan- 
tom vomiting blue flame, which aggravated the 
horrors of its afped. He was inftantly feized with 
an agony of fear, which diverted him of his rea- 
fon > neverthelefs, he, as it were mechanically^t 
raifed bis trufty fupporter in bis own de^nce, an j 
the apparition advancing towards himy aimed it 
at this dreadful annoyance with fuch a convulfive 
exertion of rtrength, that had not the blow 
chanced to Kght upon one of the horns, Mr. Pipes-* 

would have had no caufe to value himfclf upon 
his invention* Mifapplied as it was, he did not 
fail to ftagger at the Ihock, and dreading another ^ 
fuch falutation^, clofed with the commodore, and 
having tripped up his heelsy retreated with great 
expedition. 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to re*- 

collect himfelf a little, ran with all the marks 

of difturbance and affright, and called up the 

fervants to the ai&ftance of their mafter, whomr 

they found m a crid fujrestt upon the floor, his 

features 
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features betokening horror and confuiion. Hatch* 
way raifed him up, and having comforted him 
with a cup of Nantz^ began ta inquire into the 
caufe ot his difor Jer : but he could not extraft 
one word of anfwer from his friend, who, after 
a coniiderable paufe, during which he feemed to 
be wrapped up in profound contemplation, pro- 
nounced aloud, By the Lord ! Jack, you 
may fay what you wool ; but I'll be damned if 
It was not Davy Jones himfelf : I know him by 
his faucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, and the blue fmoak that came out of 
his noftrils. What does the black-guard, hell's 
babv want with me ? Vm fure I never committed 
murder, nor wronged any man wbatfomever, 
fmcc I firft went to fea/' This fame Davy 
Jones, according to the mythology of failors, is 
the fiend that prcfides over all the evil fpirits of 
the deep, and is often feen in vatious fbapes^ 
perching among the rigging on the eve of hur*^ 
ricanes, ftiipwrecks, and other difafters, to which 
a fea- faring life is expofed ; warning the devoted 
wretch of death end woe. No wonder then that 
Trunnion was difturbed by a fuppofed vi(it of 
this daemon, which, in bis opinion,^ foreboded 
fome dreadful calamity*. 

CHAP. XVI.. 

He^ is alfo by their device engaged in an adventure: 
with ibi ixcifeman^ who dees not find bis account 

in his Qiun drolkrym 

gOwfoever prepoiterous and unaccountable 
that paffion may be, which prompts per- 
^ Ptherwife generous and fympathifu^e, to. 
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nfBiSt and perplex their fellow-creature certain 
it is our confederates entertained fuch a large 

proportion of iu that not fatisfied with the 
pranks they had already played, they iiill perfe- 
cuted the commodore without ceafing. In the 
courfe of his own hiftory, the particulars of 
which he delighted to recount, he had often re« 
hearfed an adventure of deer-ftealing) in which 
fduring the unthinking impetuofity of his youth) 
he had been unfortunately concerned. Far from 
facceeding in that atchievement, he %fid his aiTo* 
ciates had (it feems) been made prifoners, after an 
obftinate engagement with the keepers, and car- 
ried before a neighbouring juflicc of the peace, 
' who ufed Trunnion with great indignity, and 
with his companions committed him to jarl. 

His own relations, and in particular an uncle 
on whom he chiefly depended, treated Jiim uuring 
his confinement with great rigour and inhuma* 
nity, and abfolutely refufed to interpofe his in- 
fluence in his behalf, unlcfs he would fign a 
writing, obliging himfelf to go tofea within thirty 
days after his releafe, under the penalty of being 
proceeded againft as a felon. The alternative 
was either to undergo this voluntary exile, or 
remain in prifon difowned and deferted by everv 
body, and after all fuffer an ignominious trial, 
that might end in a fentence of tranfportatiou , 
fur life. He therefore, without much hefitationj 
embraced the propofal of his kinfman, and (as 
he obferved ) was in lefs than a month after his 
difcharge turned adrift to the mercy of the wind 
and waves. 

Since that period he had never maintained any 

correfpondence with his relations, all of whom 

had concurred in fending him qS i nor would he 

ever 
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ever pay the Icaft regard to tlic humiliations and 
fupplications of fome among them, who had 
proftrated themfelves before him, on the advance-- 
ment of his fortune : but he retained a moft hi-* 
veterate refentment for his uncle, \vho was flill 
in being, tho' extremely old and infirm, and fre- 
quently mentioned his name with all the bitter* 
nefs of revenge. 

Perry being perfeflly well acquainted with the 
particulars of this ftory, which he had heard fo 
often repeated) propofed to Hatchway, that a 
perfon ftiould be hired to introduce himfelf to the 
commodore, with a fuppofititious letter of recom^ 
mendation from this detefted kinfman ; an im« 
pofition that, in all likelihood^ would afford 
abundance of diverfjon. 

The lieutenant reliihed the fcheme» and youn^ 
Pickle having compofed an epiftle for the occa- 
lion, the excifeman of the parifli, a fellow of 
great impudence and fome humour, in whom 
Hatchway could confide, undertook to tran- 
fcribe and deliver it with his own hand, and alfo 
perfonate die man in whofe favour it was feigned 
to be writ He, accordingly, one morning ar- 
rived on horfeback at the garrifon, two hours at 
leaft before Trunnion ufed to get up, and gave 
Pipes, who admitted him, to underftand, that he 
had a letter for his mafter, which he was ordered 
to deliver to none but the commodore himfelf. 
This meliage was no looner communicated, than 
the indignant chief (who had been waked for the 
purpofe) began to curfe the meflenger for break- 
ing his reft, and fwore he would not budge tilt 
his ufual time of turning out. This refolution 
being conveyed to the ftranger, he defired the 
farner to go back and tell him, he had fuch joy- 
ful 
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ful tidings to impart, that he was fure the com** 
modore would think himfelf ampl)f rewarded fof 

his trouble, even if he had been raifcd from the 
grave to receive them. 

This afTurance^ flattering as it was, would not 
have been powerful enough to perfuaJe him, had 
it not been aflifted with the exhortations of his 
fpoufe, which never failed to influence bis con^ 
6u&. He therefore crept out of bed, tho' not 
without great repugnance, and wrapping himfelf 
in his morning-gown, was fupported down ilairs^ 
rubbing his eye, yawning fmfully, and grumbling 
all the Way. As foon as he popt his head into 
the parlour, the.fuppofed ftranger made diver* 
awkward bows, and with a grinning afpe<St ac* 
cofted him in thefe words : Your moft hunobte 
fervant, moft noble commodore ! I hope you are 
in good health ; you look pure and hearty ; and 
if it was not for that misfortune of your eye^ 
one would not defire to fee a more pleaiant coun- 
tenance in a fummer's day. Sure as I am a living 
foul, one would take you to be on this fide of three- 
fcore* Laud^help us ! I ihould have known you 
to be a Trunnion if I had met with you in 
the midft of Salifbury-plain, as the faying is/^ 
/The commodore, who ^s not at all in the ha* 
mour of relifhing fuch an Impertinent preamble, 
interrupted him in this place, faying v^ith a 
peevifh ?,ccent, **Pfliaw! pfliaw! brother, thcre'^ 
ho occafion to bowfs out fo much unneceflary 

gum ; if you can't bring your tiifcour^e to acar 
on the right fubje£k, you had much better clap 
a ftcpper on your tongue, and bring yourfelf up» 
d'ye fee : I was told you had fomething to de- 
liver." "Deliver! (cried the waggifli impoftor) 
odds h^art ! 1 have got fomething for you tb.it 
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will make your very intrails rejoice within your 
body» Here's a letter from a dear and worthy frientt 

of yours. Take, read it and be happy. Bleflings 
on bis old heart ! one would think he had re^ 
newed his age.9 like the eagles/' Trunnion's 
expe^tion being thus raifed, he called for his 
fpeftacles, adjufted them to his eye, took the 
letter^ and being curious to know the fubfcrip* 
tion\ no fooner perceived his uncle's name; than 
he ilarted back, his lip quivered, and he began 
to (hake in every limb with reientment and fur- 
prize : neverthelefsi eager to know the fubje^ 
of an epiftle from a perfon who had never before 
troubled him with any fort of addrcfs, he endea- 
voured to recolk6^ himfelfy and peruied th#coj:^« 
tentSi which were tbefe ; 

Loving Nephew, 

I Doubt not but you will be rejoiccJ tabear of 
my welfare j and welt you mav, confidering 
what a kind uncle I have been to you in the 
days of your y( uth, and how little you deferved 
any fuch thing; for you was always a gracelefs 
young maoi given to wicked courfes and bad 
company, whereby you would havie come to 
lhameful end, had it not been for my care tr> 
fending you out of mifchiefs way. But this is 
not the caufe of my prefent writing* I'hc 
bearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is a difiant rela* 
tion of yours, being the fun of the couHn of 
your aunt Margery, and is not over and above 
vvcU as to worldly matters. He thinks of going 
to Lfondon, to fee for fome poft in the excife or 
cuftoms, if fo be that you will recommend him 
to iome great man of your acquaintance, and 
give him a fmall matter to keep him till he is 
provided. I doubt not, nephew, but you will 
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he glad to ferve him, if it was no more but for 

the reipcd you bear to me, who am, 

Loving Nephew, 
Your affedionate Uncle, 
and Servant to command, 

ToBiAH Trunnion/' 

It would be a difficult taflc for the inimitable 

Hogarth himfelf to exhibit the ludicrous exprcf- 
iion of the commodore's countenance, while 
he read this letter. It was not a ftare of aftonifh-* 
ment, a convulfion of rage, or a ghaftly grin of 
revenge, but an aflbciation of all three, that took 
pofleifion of his features. At length be hawked 
aip, with incredible ftraining^ the interje&ton 
ah ! that feemed to have ftuck fome time in his 
windpipe, and thus gave vent to his indignation : 
Have I come along fide of you at laft, you 
old ftinking curmudgeon ! you lie, you loufy 
hulk, ye lie ! you did all in your power to 
'founder me when I was a {tripling ; and as for 
being gracelefs, and wicked, and keeping bad 
company, you tell a damned lie again, you 
thief ^ there was not a more peaceable lad in the 
xounty, and I kept no bad company but your 
own, d*ye fee. Therefore, you Trickle, or 
w^hat's your name, tell the old rafcal that fent 
you hither, that I fpit in bis face, and call him 
H^rji ; that I tear his letter into rags, fo ; and 
that I trample upon it as I would upon his own 
villainous carcafe, d'ye fee." So faying, he 
danced in a fort of frenzy upon the fragments of 
the paper which he had fcattered about the room, 
to the inexpreffible fatisf^iSion of the triumvirate, 
who beheld the fc«ne. 

The 
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The excifeman having got betvyeen him and 
the door^ which was left open for his efcape^ in 
cafe of neceffity, afFeded great confufion and 
furprize at this behaviour, faying, with an air of 
mortification, Lord, be merciful unto me ! 
is this the way you treat your own relations, 
and ' the recommendation of your beft friend i 
Surely all gratitude and virtue has left this finful 
\¥orld ! What will coufin Tim, and Dick, and 
Tom, and good mother Pipkin, and her daugh* 
ters, coufm Sue, and Prue, and Peg, with all 
the reft of our kinsfolks fay, when they hear of 
this unconfcionable reception that I have met 
with. Confider, Sir, that ingratitude is worfe 
than the fin of v^itchcraft, as the apoftle wifely 
obferves ; and c|o not fend me away with fuch 
tmchriftian ufage. which will lay a heavy load of 
guilt upon your poor miferable foul/^ ** What 
you are on the cruia^e for a poft, brother Trickle, 
an't ye ? (faid Trunnion, interrupting him) we 
ftiali find a poft for you in a trice, my boy. 
Here, Pipes, take this faucy fon of a bitch, 
belay him to the whipping poft in the yard. PU 
teach you to rowce me in a morning with fuch 
impertinent meflages.'* Pipes, who wanted to 
carry the joke farther than the excifeman dreamt 
of, laid hold on him in a twinkling, and exe- 
cuted the orders of bis commander, notwith- 
ftanding all 'his nods, winking, and fignificant 
geftures, which the boatfwain's mate would by 
no means underftand : fo that he began to repent 
of the part he acted in this performance, which 
was like to end fo tragically, and flood faftened 
to the ftake, in a very di (agreeable ftate of fuf- 
pence ; cafting many a rueful look over his left 
flioulder, (while Pipes was ^bkat in queft of a 
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cat and nine tails) in expedation of being re-» 

lieved by the interpofition of the lieutenant, who 
did not, however, appear 5 and Tom returning 
with theinftruiiieRt of corre&ion^ undrefled die 
delinquent in a trice, and whifpering in hi? ear, 
that he was very forry for being employed in fuch 
an office, but durft not for his foul difobey the 
fiu-^ers of his commandor, flouriihed the fcourge 
about his head, and with admirable dexterity 
made i uch a fmar ting application to the offenders 
back and ihoulders, that the di(ira£ted gauger 
performed fundry new cuts with his feet, and 
bellowed hideoully with pain, to the infinite fa- 
tisfadlion of the ipe£lators« At length, when he 
was almoft flead from his rump to the nape of 
bis neck, Hatchway, who had purpofely abfented 
himfelf hitherto^ appeared in the yard, and in- 
terpoHng in his behalf, prevailed upon Trunnion 
to call off the executionei*, and order the male* 
fa&or 10 be releaied* 

The excifeman^ mad with the cataftrophe he 
had undergone, threatened to be revenged upon 
his employers, by making a candid confcffion of 
the whole plot ; J>ut the lieutenant giving him to 
underftand, chat in fo doing he would bring up* 
on himfelf a profecution for fraud, forgery and 
impofture, he was fain to put up with his lofs, 
and fneaked out of the garrifon, attended with a 
volley of curfes difcharged upon him by the com- 
modore, who was exceedingly irritated by the 

difturbance and 4Ua{ipomtment he had under- 
gone. 
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CHAP. xvn. 

77;/ commodore detects the machuiatlons of the coTt-' 
fpiratorSf and hires a tutor for Peregrine ^ whom 
be /ettU$ at Wkichefier fchod. 

THIS was not the hft aiflidion he fuiFered 
from the unwearied endeavours and inex* 
haufted invention of his tormentors, who har- 

rafl'ed him with fuch a variety of mifchievous 
pranks, that he began to think all the devils in 
hell had confpired againft his peace ; and accord- 
ingly became very ferious and contemplative on 
the fubje£i:« 

In the courfe of his meditations, when he re- 
col]e6led and compared the circumftances of • 

every mortification to which he had been lately 
expofed) he could not help fufpeding that fome 
of them muft have been contrived to vex him ; 
and as he was not ignorant of his lieutenant's dif- 

?ofition, nor unacquainted with the talents of 
^eregrine, he refolved to obferve them both for 
the future with the utmoft care and circum-* 
fpeftion. This refolution, aided by the incau- 
tious condu<El of the confpirators, whom, by this 
time, fuccefs had rendered heedlefs and indifcreet, 
was attended with the defined efFeft. He in a little 
time deteftcd Perry in anew plot, and by dint of 
a little chaftifement, and a great many threats^ 
extorted from him a confeflion of all the con- 
trivances in A'hich he had been concerned. The 
commodore was thunderftruck at the difcovery^ 
and fo much incenfed againft Hatchway for the 
part he had aded in the whole, that he deliberated 
with himfclf, whether he Ihould demand fatis- 

fai^ioA 
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mion with fword and piftol, or difmifs him from- 
the ganfon, and renounce all friendfhip with 
him at once. But he had been fo Jong accuftomed 
to Jack's company, that he could not live with- 
out him ; and upon more cool reflcaion, per- 
ceiving that what he had done was rather the 
effea of wantonnefs than malice, which he him- 
felf would have laughed to fee take place upon ' 
any other perfon, he determined to devour his 
chagrm, and extend his forgivenefs even to Pipes, ■ 
whom in the fiift fally of his paffion he had' 
looked upon in a more criminal light than that • 
of a nmple mutineer. This determination was 
feconded by another, which he thought abfo- 
lutely necelfary for his own repofe, and in «?hich 
his own intereft and that of bis nephew* con- ' 
curred. 

Peregrine, who was now turned of twelve • 
had made fuch advances under the inftruaion of 
Jennmgs, that he often difputed upon grammar 
and was fomettmes thought to have the better 
in his contefts with the parifli-prieft, who, not- 
withftanding this acknowledged fuperiority of his 
antagonift, did great juftice to his genius, which 
he affured Mr. Trunnion would be loft for want 
of cultivation, if the boy was not immediately 
fent to profecute bis ftudies at fome proper femi- 
nary of learning. 

This maxim had more than once been inculcated 
upon the commodore by Mrs.Trunnion,who, over 
and above the deference Ihe paid to the parfon's 
opinion, had a reafon of her own for wifliing to fee 
the houfe clear of Peregiine, at whofe prying difpo- 
fition (be begkn to be very uneafy. induced by 
thefe motives, which were joined by the follici- 
tation of the youth himfelf, who ardently longed • 
Vol.. I. G ' "to 
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ifto fee a little more of the world, his uncle deter- 
onined to fend him forthwith toWinchefter, under 
4he immediate care and infpeeSlion of a ^overnor^ 
«to whom be allowed a very handfome appointment 
•for that purpofe. This gentleman, whofe name 
«was IVlr. Jacob Joker, had been fchooiteilow 
with the parfon of the pariih, who recommend- 
.ed him to Mrs. Trunnion as a perfon of great 
worth and learning, in every refpe£l qualified for 
4he office of a tutor. He Ukewife added, by 
<way of eulogium, that he was a man of exem- 
plary piety, and particularly zealous for the ho- 
nour of the church of which he was a member, 
•having been many years in holy orders, the' ha 
^id not then exucife any funftion of the prieft- 
^od. Indeed, Mr. Joker's zeal was fu exceed- 
ingly fervent, as, on fome occafions, to get the 
better of his difcretion : for, being an high* 
.churchman, and of confequence a malecontent, 
his refentment was habituated into an infur- 
mountable prejudice againft the prefent difpo- 
iition of affairs, which, by confounding the na- 
tion with the miniftry, fometimes led him into, 
erroneous, not to fay abfurd calculations ; others- 
wife, a man of good morals, well verfed in ma- 
^thematicks and fchool-dlvinity, fludies which bad 
not at all contfibuted to fweeten and unbend thi:; 
natural fournefs and feverity of his complexion* 

This gentleman being dettined to the charge 
.of fuperintending Perry's education, every thing 
was prepared for their departure ^ and Tom 
Pipes, in confequence of his own petition, put 
into livery, and appointed footman to the young 
fquire. But, before they fet out, the commo- 
dore paid the compliment of communicating his 
^lefign to Mr. ^>ic^Ie, who apprgvpd of the plan, 
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tho' he durfV not venture to fee the boy^ fa 
much was he intimidated by the remonftrances 
of his wife, whofe averfion to her firft-born be- 
came every day more inveterate and unaccount* 
able* This unnatural caprice Teemed to be fup- 
ported by a confideration which (one would imr- 
gine) might have rather vanquifhed her difgiifl-. 
Her fecond fon Gam, who was now in the fourth 
year of his age, had been ricketty from the 
cradle, and as remarkably unpromifmg in ap- 
pearance as Perry v^as agreeable in his perfon. 
As the deformity increafed, the mother's fond*- 
ne6 was augmented, and the virulence of her 
bate againft the other fon fecnicd to prevail in 
the fame proportion. 

Far from allowing Perry to enjoy the com*- 
mon privileges of a child, fhe would not fuffer 
hhn to approach his father's houfe, exprefled un- 
eafinefs whenever his name happened to be men- 
tioned, fickened at his praife, and in all refpe£ts 
behaved likea moft rancorous ftep-mother. The* 
(he no longer retained that ridiculous notion of 
his being an impoftor» flie ftiU continued to ab- 
hor him, as if ihe really believed him to be 
fuch ; and when any perfon defired to know the 
caufe of her furprifmg diflike, fhe always loft 
her temper, sind peeviihly replied, that fhe had 
reafons of her own, which fhe was not obliged 
to declare : nay, fo much was fhe infefted by 
this vicious partiality, that Ihe broke off all com- 
merce with her fifter^in-law and the commodore, 
becaufe they favoured the poor child with their 
countenance and prote(^ion. 

Her malice, however, was frufirated by the 
love and generofity of Trunnion, who having 
adopted him as his own fon, equipped him ac- 
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xordingly, and carried him and his governor in 
his own coach to the place of deftination, where 
they were fettled on a very genteel footing:, and 
every thing regulated according to their deiires. 

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great decency at 
the departure of her nephew, to whom, with a 
great many pious advices, and injunaions to be- 
have with fubmiffion and reverence towards his 
tutor, flie prefented a diamond ring of fn^'|va- 
iue, and a gold medal, as tokens of her affeaioa 
and efteem. As for the lieutenant, he acconi- 
jpanied them in the coach ; and fuch was the 
friendfh ip he had contrafted for. Perry, that whett 
the commodore propofcd to return, after having 
accomplifticd the intent of his journey. Jack alv 
folutely refufed to attend him, and figmfied bis 
refolution to ftay where he was. 

Trunnion was the more ftartled at this de- 
cbration, as Hatchway was become fo necelTary 
to him in almoft all the purpofes of his lifie, that 
he forcfaw he fljould not be able to exift without 
bis company. Not a little afFeaed with this 
conHderation, he turned his eye ruefully upoii 
the lieutenant, faying in a piteous tone, " What! 
leave me at iaft, Jacic, after we have weathered 
fo many hard gales together i D— n my hmbs ! 
I thought you had been more of an honeft heart :• 
I looked upon you as my foremaft, and Tom 
Pipes as my mizxen } now he is earned away, 
if fo be as you go too, my ft»?dmg ngmg be- 
ing decayed, d'ye fee, the firft fquall wiU bring 
me by the board. D— n ye, if m cafe I have 
given offence, can't ye fpeak above-boaid f and 
I fhall make you amends." . 

Jack being afliamed to own the true Utoatien 
of his thoughts, after iom& hefifttion, aafwered 
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with perplexity and incoherence^ N09 damme I 
that ati't the cafe neither : to be fure you always 

ufed mc in an officer-like manner, that I muft" 
owii) to give the devil his due, as the faying is i 
but far all that, this here is the caie^- I have fbme 
thoughts of going to fchool niyfelf to learn your 
Latin lingo ; for, as the faying is, Better late 
fnend than nei^ do well : and 1 am informed as 
how one can get more for the money here than 

any where elfe/* 

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convince 
htm of the folly of going to fchool at his years, 
by reprefenting that the boys would make gan c 
of him, and that he would become a laughing- 
ftock to all the world \ he perfifted in his refo* ' 
lution to flay, and the commodore was fain to 
have recourfe to the mediation of Pipes and Perry, 
who employed their influence with Jack» and at 
lafl; prevailed upon him to return to the gari* 
fon, after Trunnion had promifed he fhould be 
at liberty to vifit them once a month. This fti- 
pulation being fettled, he and his friend took 
kave of the pupil, governor and attendant, and 
next morning fct out for tljcir hiibitation, which 
they reached in fafety that fame ni^ht. 

Such was Hatchway^s^ relu£):ance to leave Pe* 
regrine, that he is faiJ, for the firft time in his 
life, to have looked mifty at parting : certain I 
am, that on the road homewards, after a long 
paufe of fiiencr, which the commodore never 
dreamt of interrupting, he cxcialmed ^11 of a 
fiidden, Fll be damned if the dog han't given 
me fome fluff to make me love him.'' Indeed ' 
there was fomething congenial in the difpofition 
of. tbefe two friends, which never failed to ma- 

3.. infcft- 
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Difcft hfdf in the fequel, howfoever differentr 
their education, circumftances and conneadoaa^ 
bappened to bes^ 

CHAR xvm. 

* 

Peregrine dijiingutjhes himfelf among his fchooU 
fellows^ expojes hh tutor ^ and aitraiis the par^m 
ticular notia of tbi mojlir. 

THUS left to the proftcuticn of his flu- 
dies. Peregrine wa» in a little time a dj- 
ftinguifhed cbara^er, not only for bis acutenefk 
of apprehenfion^ but alfo for that mifchievous. 
lertility of fancy, of which we have already gi- 
ven fuch pregnant examples. But as there was 
a great number of fuch luminaries ift this new 
fphere to which he belonged, his talents were not 
fo confpicuous, while they ihone in his fmgle 
capacity, as they afterwards appeared, when they- 
concentrated and refle^ed the rays of the whole 

confteljation. 

At iirft he confined himfelf to piddling game, 
exerciflng his genius upon his own tutor, whp 
attraded this attention, by endeavouring to fea* 
ion his mind with certain political maxims, the 
fallacy of which, be had difcernment enough to 
perceive. Scarce a day pafTed, on which he did 
not find means to render Mr, Jolter the objc(Sl of 
ridicule 3 his violent prejudices, ludicrous vani*^ 
ty, aukward folemnity and ignorance of man- 
kind, afforded continual food for the raillery, pe* 
tulance and fatire of his pupil, who never neg- 
leded an opportunity of laughing, and making 
others laugh at his expencet 

Some- 
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Sometimes in their parties, by mixing brandy 
m his wine^ he decoyed tiys pedagogue into a- 
debauch, during Which his caution forfook him^ 
and he expofed himfelf to the cenfure of the 
company. Sometimes, when the converfaiio|i* 
turned upon intricate fubjeds, be prai^ifed upon 
him Che Socratic method of confutation, and^ 
under pretence of being informcJ, by an ai t:'jl' 
train of puzzling queftiona, inienlibiy betrayed 
him into felf-contradi£lion- : and at one time- 
he, in a moft dexterous manner, fet on foot a* 
eorrefpondence between him and the chamber- 
maid of the houie, which ended in his utter 

' ihame and confufion. The wench was hand« 
feme, Jolrer was frail j and one evening, while 
in his cups, beheld her with a carnal eye. 

Perry, who was ever on the catch, difcovered 

t his longing, and prevailed upon the objeft of his^ 
paffion to feed his flame with fmall favours, until 
it became too violent to be reiirained : he then 
urged his addrefies with redoubled ardor, pro^ 
Biifed, vowed, bribed and intreated the inamorata 
feemed to yield, and bleiled him with a dedara- 
tion,' that her chamber*door fliould be left open^ 
at midnight. 

True to the aiTignation, he rofe at the hour 
appointed, and full of the moft vigorous expec-** 
tation, in his ihirt, darkling explored his way m 
the place of rendezvous. His heart throbbed 
with joy when he found immediate admittance j« 
he faw the cap of his Dulcinea, who feemed to 
be afleep s he fprung into bed, and^clafped in his^ 
arms ' oh heavens ! no other than the 
traitor Pipes^ who, by his matter's diredlion^ per- 
fonated the maid ; and returned the embrace 
with fuch mufcular contrafUon, that the onfor- 
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tunate lover felt the difappointment, and the im- 

poffibillty of difengaging himfelf, at the fame 
time. His malicious pupil, attended by another 
fcbolar- who lived in the fame houfe, and the Ay 
jilt who was the caufe of this difafter, imme- 
diately entered the room with lights, and detected 
the forlorn governor in all the mortiiicdtion of 
difgrace. 

This adventure defiroved all the remains of 
aujthority which he had hitherto prefcrved over 
Peregrine ; fo that, for the future, no fort of ce- 
remony fubfifttd between them, and all Mr. Jol^ 
term's precepts were conveyed in hints of friendly 
advice, which the other might either follow or 
negleft at his. own pleaTure. No wonder then 
that Peregrine gave a loofe to his inclinations, 
and by dint of genius and an enlerpiifmg temper,^ 
made a figure among the younger claia of heroes^ 
in the college. 

Before he had been a full year at Wincheftert 
he had fignalized himfelf in fo many atchievc- 
ments, in defiance to the laws and regulations of 
the place, that he was looked upon with admi- 
ration, and actually chotea orleader^ by 
a large body of his cotemporaries. It was not 
loiig before his fame reached the ears of the ma- 
tter, who fent for Mr* Joker, communicated ta 
him the informations he had received, and de-^ 
fired him to check the vivacity of his charge^ and 
redouble his vigilance in time to come^ elfe be 
fhould be obliged to make a public example of 
his pupil for the benefit of the fcbooL ' 

The governor, coiifcious of his own unim- 
portance, was not a little difconcerted at this in- 
junaion, which it vms not in hw power to fulfil 
by any compulfiye means. He therefore went 
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licMiie in a very penfive mood,, and after mature 

deliberation, refolded to expoftulate with Pere-* 
grine in the moft familiar terms, and endeavour 
to d^uade him from pradiccs which might afFed;. 
his character as well as intereft. He accordingly 
frankly to!d him the fubjeft of the mafter's dif- 
Gourfe, reprefented the difgrace be might incur 
by negle^ng this warning ; and putting him in 
mind of his own fituation, hinted the confe- 
quences of the commodore's difpleafure, in cafe 
be (hould be brought to difapprove of his con^ 
duA. Thefe infmuations made the greater im« 
prellion, as they were delivered with many ex- 
preiBons of friendihip and concern. The young, 
gentleman was not fo raw, but that he could per- 
ceive the folidity of Mr. Joker's, advice, to which 
he promifed to conform, becaufe his pride was in- 
terefted in the a-ffair ; and he confidered his own< 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that, 
infamy which even in idc-a he could not bear. 

His governor finding him fo reafonable, pro- 
fited by thefe moments of reflexion, and in or- 
der to prevent a relapfe, propofcd that he (hould- 
engage in fome delightful ftudy that would agrce^ 
ably amufe bis imagination, and gradually de- 
tach him from thofe connexions which had in-> 
volved him in fo many troublefome adventures. 
Eor this purpoftf, he, with many rapturous en- 
comiums, 'Vecommended the mathematicsi as 
yielding more rational and fenfible pleafure to a 
youthful fancy than any other fubjcdt of contem- 
^ation i and adually began to read Euclid with 
him that (ame afternoon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning 
with all that Wrtrn/ih of application which bo>s 

comm«>nly yield oa the Adi chaise, of itudy ; 
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but he had fcarcc advanced beyond the Pons AJl^* 
iiQrum^ when his ardor abated, the teft of truth, 
b.y denionftration did not. elevate bim to thofe 
tranfports of joy with which bis preceptor had 
regaled his expeflation ; and before he arrived, 
^t the fortieth and feventh proporition9 be began 
tp yawn drearily, make j^bundance of wry faces, 
and thought himfelf but indifferently paid for his. 
attention^ v^hen he fliared the vaft difcovery of 
JP> thagorasy, and underftood that the fquare of 
the bypothenufe was equal to the fquares of the 
ether two hcies of a right-angled triangle. He 
was afbamed, however,, to fail in his undertaking, 
a;id perfeyered with great indufiry,. until be b^. 
jiniihed the firft four books, acquired plain tri* 
gonomctry, with the method of algebraical cal- 
culation, and made himfelf well acquainted with, 
the principles qf furveyiog. But no conlidera- 
tion could prevail upon liim to extend his inquiries 
Janher in this fciencej and be returned with, 
double reliih to bis former avocations^ like a. 
Aream whigh being dammed, accumulates moi« 
force, and burfting o'er itS;mou|ids, rulhes dowa 
with double impctuofity. 

Mr. Jolter faw with aftoniihmeAl and chagrint, 
but could not refift the torrent. His behavioiH: 
was now no other than a fe lies of licence and eir-. 
ffontery \ prank fucceeded prank, and outrage 
followed outrage with furprifing velopity. Con*- 
pidinis v/ere evejy day preferred againft him \ in 
vain were admoiwtions beftowed by the governor 
Hi private, and menaces difcbarged by the maftees 
in publick ; he difregarded the firft, defpifed the 
latter, diverted himfelf of all manner of reftraint, 
a^d proceeded in his career -to fuch a pitch of au^ 

d^ciqr>. ^a^coofultatioa was.bfildLup9n the fuhr 
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. in which it was determined that this unto- 
ward fpirit fliould be humblied by a fevere and ig- 
nominious flogging for the very next offence he 
ihould commit ; and in the mean time that Mr. 
Jolter fliould be defired to write in the matter's - 
,name to the commodore, requefting him to re- 
move Tom Pipes from the perfon of bis nephew,* 
the faid Pipes being a principal a£^or and abettor 
in all his malverfations ; and to put a flop, to the 
monthly vifitations of the mutilated lieutenant, 
who had never once failed to ufe his pcrmiirion, 
but came punflual to a day, always fraught with 
fome new invention. Indeed, by this time, Mr.- 
. Hatchway was as well known, and much bettCLT 
beloved by every boy in the fchool than the ma- 
tter who inftruSed him, and always received by 
a nuQiber of the fcholars who ufe d to attend 
Peregrine when he went forth to meet his friend^ 
and condufi: him to his lodging with public tedi- 
monies of joy and applaufe. 

As for Tom Pipes he was not fo properly the 
attendant of Peregrine, as mafter of the revels to • 
the whole fchool* He mingled in all their parties^ - 
and fuperintended the dlverfions, deciding be- 
tween boy and boy, as if he a(^ed by commiffion' 
under the great feal. He regulated their motions 
by his whittle, inftrutSlsd the young boys in tluj 
games of huslle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck far- 
thing ; imparted to tbofe of a more advanced age' 
the fciences of cribbidge and all-fours, together* 
with the method of ftorming the cattle, adting* 
the comedy of Prince Arthur, and other panto-* 
mimes, as ihey are commonly exhibited at fea ; 
and inArtiifled the feniors who were diflinguifhed^ 
by the appellation of bloods^ in cudgel- playine, 

dancing the St, Giles's hornpip^^ drinking ^'P* 
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and fmoaking tobacco. Thefe qualifications bad- 
rcndored him fo neceflary and acceptable to the 
fcholars, that exchjfive of Perry's concern in the 
af&ir^ his diftniffion in a)l>prbbability , . would have 
produced foiiie dangerous convulfion in the corrx- 
munity^ Joher, therefore, knowing his impor- 
tancO) informed his pupil of the dtre^ons he had 
received^, and very candidly afked hoW he flhould 
demean himfclf in the execution ; for he durft not 
write, to the commodore without this previous 
notice, *fearing that the young gentleman, as fbon 
as he. fhould get an inkling of the afFair, would 
follow the example, and make his uncle ac- 
quainted with certain anecdotes, which it was the 
governor^^ intereft to keep concealed • Peregrine 
was of opinion that he fhould fpare himfelf the 
trouble of conveying any complaints to the com- 
modore ; and if queflioned by the mafter, afiure 
him he had complied with hLs dtfire ; at the fame 
time he promifed faithfully to condud himfelf 
with fuch circumfpe6lion for the future, that the 
mailers fliould have no temptation to revive the 
inquiry. But the refolution attending this ex- 
torted promife was too frail to Jalt, and in Icfs. 
than a fortnight our^ young hero found himfelf 
intangled in an adventure from which he was not. 
«^iicdted.with his ufual good fortune. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

He is concerned in a dangerous adventure with a 
certain gardener \ heads an infurreSfion in the 
fcbooli. takes the field with his adherents^ marches 
up into the country ^ and fixes bis bead quarters at 
an inn. 

ME and fome of his companions one dajr en* 
tered a garden m the fuburbs, and having 
^ed their appetites, defined to know what fa- 
tisfa6lion they muft make for the fruit they had 
pulled. The gardener demanded what (in their 
opinion) was an exorbitant price, and they with 
many opprobious terms refufed to pay it. The 
peafant being furly and intra£bahle» iniifted upon 
his right ; neither was he deficient or fparing in 
the eloquence of vulgar abufe. His guefts at- 
tempted to retreat,, a fcuffle enfued, in which Pe- 
regrine loft his capy and the gardener being in 
danger from the number of his foes, called to his 
wife to let loofe the dog, who inftantly flew to 
his matter's affiftance ; and after having tore the 
leg of one, and the flioulder of another, put th^ 
whole body of fcholars to flight. Enraged at the 
indignity which had been offered to them, they 
folicited a reinforcement of their frteilds, and with 
Tom Pipes at their head, marched back to the 
field of battle. Their adverfary feeing them ap- 
proach, called his apprentice, who worked at the- 
other end of the ground, to his affiftance, armed 
him with a mattock, while he himfclf wielded an 
hoe, bolted his door on the infide, and flanked 
with his man and maftiiF, waited the attack with^ 
out flinching. He had not remained three minutes 
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in this pofture of defence, whenPipes, who a^ied 
as the enemy's forbrn hope, adv^ced to the gate* 

with great intrepidity, and clapping his foot to the 
. door^ which was none of the ftouteft, with ^e 
. . execution, and difpatch of a petard, fplit it.into^a 
thoufand pieces. This fudden execution had an 
immediate effect upon the 'prentice, who re- 
treated with great precipitation, and efcaped at- 
a poflern gate. But the mafter placed himfelf 
like another Hercules in the breach; and when 
Pipes brandiihing his cudgel,, ilepped forward to 
engage him, levelled his weapon with fuch force 
and dexterity at his head, that had the flcull been 
made of penetrable ftufF, the iron edge muft have 
cleft his pate in twain*. Cafemated as be waSt 
the inftrument cut fheereven to the bone, on 
V. Iiich it ftruck with fuch amazing violence, that 
Iparks of real fire were produced by the collifion.. 
And let not the incredulous reader pretend to 
doubt the truth of this phsenomenon, until he 
fhall have firft perufed the ingenious Peter Kol- 
ben's Natural Flidory of the Oap.e.of Good Hope,, 
where the inhabitants commonly ufe. to ftrike 
fifc with the fhin-bones of lions which have been 
killed in that part of Africk. 

Pipes, though a little difconcerted, far* from 
being difabled^by the blow, in a trice retorted 
the compliment with his. truncheon, which, had 
not his antagonift expeditioufly flipppd his head 
afide, would have laid him breathlefs acrofs his 
own threfliold ; but, happily for him, he received 
the falutation upon his right ftioulder, which 
craflied beneath the ftroke, and the hoe. dropped 
jnftantly from his tingling hand. Tom perceiv- 
ing, and being unwilling to forego the advantage 
he iiad gained,, daiicd his head into.the.bofom of 
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this fon of earth, and overturned him on the 
plain, being himfelf that inftant ailaulted by the 
maftif, who fattened upoir the outfide of ht9 
thigh. Feeling himfelf incommoded by this af- 
failant in his^ rear, he quitted the proftrate gar- 
dener to the refentment of his afibciates, who 
poured upon him in {hoals, and turning about, 
laid hold with both his hand^ of this ferocious 
animal's throat, whicii he fqueezed with fijch in- 
credible force and perfeverance, that the creature 
quitted his hold ; his tongue lolled out of his 
jaws, the blood ftarted from his eyes, and he 
fwung a lifelefs trunk between the bands of his. 
vanquiflier. 

It was well for his mafter tha^ be did not^ 

longer exift^for by this time he was ov4jX> 
whelmed by fuch a multitude of foes, that his 
whole body fcarce afforded points of conta<^ to 
ajl the lifts that drummed upon it,, conrequcntly, 
to ufe a vulgar phrale, his wind was almoft knock- • 
ed out, before Pipes bad leifure to interpofe in his 
behalf, and perfuade his offenders to defifl, by 
reprefenting that the wife had gone to alarm the 
neighbourhood, and that in all probability, they 
would be intercepted in their returm They zo^ 
cordingly liftcned, to his remonftrances^ and 
marched homewards in triumph, leaving the gar* 
dener in the embraces of his^mother earthy from 
which he had not power to move when he was 
found by liis difconfolate helpmate .and fome 
friends whom (be had^iiembled for his ailifkancei 
Among tbefe was a blackfmith and farrier, vAto 
took cognizance of his carcafe,- every limb of 
which having examined, he declared there was 
no bone^broke, and taking out his fleam, blooded 

Wmplenufcillyashclaj^. He -waathjeii; conveyed^ 
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to his bed, from which he was notable to {kit 

during a whole month, and his family coming 
upon the pariQi, a fornuil complaint was made to 
the matter of the coll6ge» and Peregrine repre- 
fented as the ring-leader of thofe who committed 
this barbarous ailault. An inquiry was immedi- 
ately fet on iboty and the articles of impeachment 
being ful!y proved, our hero was fentenced to be 
fcverely chadifed in the face of the whole fchool. . 
This was a ditgrace the thoughts of which his. 
proud heart couM not brook. He refolved to make 
ins elopen^ent rather than undergo the punifti- 
rnent to which he was doomed ; and having lig-- 
nified his fentiments to his confederates, they pro- 
jnifedy one and all, to fiand by him, and either* 
fcreen him from chaftifcmcnt, or fhiirc his fate. 

Conhding in this friendly proteitatiou, he ap-> 
peared unconcerned on the day that was appointed 
for his panl0imenft ; and when he was called to 
his deftiny, advanced towards the fcene, attended, 
by the greateft part of the fcholars^ who inti* 
mated their determination to the mafter, and 
propofed that Peregrine ftiould be forgiven. The 
lupcrior behaved v. it h that dignity of demeanor 
which becanae bis place, reprefeoted the folly and 
prefumption of their demand, . reprehended them • 
for their audacious proceeding, and ordered every 
' hoy to his refpecftive fiation ; but they had gone 
Coo far torelrad, and inflead of obey ing the in- 
junction they had received, marched direflly out 
of the college, with their captain in the midft of 
them, and halting on a rifing ground at the dif* 
tance of a fliort mile from town, held a councU* 
to deliberate on what was to be done. 

T his confultation was too tumultuous to end 

in any uaaaimou8 .d€cifion» fo that Mr. Pickle 

put 
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put himfelf at their head, and proceeded ftraight 
lorward till the hurry and confufion that pre- 
vailed among them fliould fubfide j while Tom 
Pipes, who had by this time joined the company, 
brought up the rear with great calmnefs and tran- 
quillity, and never once inquired into the reafoK 
of this extraordinary migration. They purfued 
this indetcrmiiiatc courfe for fix miles, when a 
public-houfe prefenting itfelf to their view, there 
was a propofal made to haJt for refrefliment, and 
they difpofed of themfelves accordingly, as the 
conveniencies of the place would permit. Having 
made a very hearty breakfaft on bread and butter 
and cheefe, which they took care to dilute with 
a proportionable quantity of ale; ^ motion was 
made for holding another board, from which the 
younger boys were excluded, that they mighty 
as muck as poflible, avoid clamour and dlflrac- 
tion in their counfels. Here Peregrine being in* 
vefted with the fupreme command, made a pub- 
lic fpeech to his conftituents, wherein having 
thanked them for their generous interpofition in 
his favour, and the great honour they now con- 
ferred upon him, he obferved that in all likeli^ 
hood, they (hould in a little time reap the fruita 
of their refolution, and be recalled with honour 
to the ftudies they had left ; but as it would be 
neceflary to perfevere a little longer, that the 
maftcrs might fee they were not mere boys whom 
they had difobiiged, he propofed that they ihould 
difmifs the minor brothers wba were not capable 
of enduring a little fatigue, and depofit all their 
money in the hands of one perfon who fliould be 
chofen for that truft, and to regulate their ex* 
pence upon the road ; while they advanced far** 

* ther into tlie country^ and waited patiently for 

the 
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the terms which would undoubtedly be propound^ 
ed unto them. The propofal was unanimoufly 
embraced/themonty produced, to the amount of 

ten guineas, and put into the hands of Pipes, who 
was eleded caterer and purfcr to the whole conw 
munity ; and the young boys being exhorted to« 
return, the reft, to the number of five and 
twenty, departed under the aufpices of Peregrine,- 
who condu4^d them ten miles farther to a certain 
village, where they took up their lodging at an 
inn, and befpolce fomcthinghot for fuppcr; after 
which they called for punch and ftrong beer, and 
indulged themfelves in fuch intemperance, that 
in a little time riot and diforder prevailing, they 
fiillied forth in queft of willing dames to crown ^ 
their enjoyment, and committed man^ other ex- 
eefles which the prudence and authority of Pere- 
grine could not reftrain. 

In the morning the landlord faved them the 
trouble of calling for a bill, and they had the mor- 
tification to fee that their night's extravagance had 
mounted up their expence to one half of their 
whole ftock. They difcharged the reckoning, 
and as few of none of them had any inclination 
or appetite for breakfaft, put themftlves in mo- 
tion, and marched onwards for feven m^les before 
they made another halt. This happened on the" 
edge of a common, where they perceived the 

• fjgn of the George, to the no fmall comfort and 
fatisfadtion of fome among them, whofe tongues 
by this time cleaved to the rooft of their mouths, 
in confequence of the debauch of laft night. Here 

' then they paufed, and having moifiened their 
groats with plentiful ftreamaof ale, began to re- 
li(h the fituation, and ordered their fteward to 
provide fomething for diupcr. The people of the 

houfa 
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houfe would have gladly difpenftd with their cuf- 
toxxij as they had no great faith either in the finan- 
ces or principles of their guefts, who feemed too^ 
young to be pofiefled of much money or confide- 
Fation. But as they lived in a folitary place, uir- 
provided with defence againfl the infults to which 
they might be expofed from the refentment of 
fuch a diforderly crowd, they would not venture 
to iignify their dtftruft, and lamented that tiiere 
was. nothing in the hou& with which they could 
entertain them. Tom Pipes, who had obferved 
a flock of geefe upon the common, and abundance 
of poultry in the y^td^ took no notice of the 
landlord's declaration, but went out, and in lefs^ 
than five minutes, returned with provlfion fuffict- 
ent to regale twice the number of his aiK)ciates. 
The woman durft not venture to difipprove of 
what he had done, but after having auured him 
•that the fowls were none of her own, very peace-^ 
ably employed her whole family in preparing 
them for the iire, and fome bacon and greens be- 
ing added to the repaft, our company difpofed 
themfelves in difFereat groups upon the grafi), and 
dined with great mirth and fatiefaiSliion, without 
once recollecting that another fuch meal would 
utterly exhauft their common fund. However, 
this fweet infenfibility did not long prevail about 
four o'clock they called to pay, and were very 
much ftartled to find themfelves charged no lefs- 
than two pounds eleven and fixpence for the en- 
tertainment they had received. They looked 
upon this reckoning as unconfcionable, and dtf-^ 
puted every article accordingly; but the landlady 
folemnly protefted that the fum would barely in- 
demnify her, and imputed great part of the charge 

tQ the unneceilkry number of geefe and chickens 

which. 
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which had been.ilaughtered without her know- 
ledge or confent. 

: Pipes, who on certain fubjc^ls, thought a lit- 
tle too much at large, propofed to punifh her 
for her exorbitant demand, by marching off 
yrithout paying one farthing 5 but this advice Pe- 
regrine declined with difdain, looking upon fuch 
an expedient as inconfiftent with the dignity of 
the corpus which he had the honour to command ; 
and crdeieJ that the bill fhould be immediately 
difcharged. This affair being fettled to the fatis- 
fa<^ion of all parties concerned, they refumed 
their march, and in the evening arrived at a cer- 
tri'vA market town, where they refolved to fix 
tneir quaite;:s until they fhould hear tidings from 
the college which they had left. With this view 
they chofe their refidence at the beft inn belongs 
ing to the place,^ and detennined' to manage the* 
remains of their fortune with great frugality. But 
the fpirits of fome amongft them beginning to 
flag, in confequence of the fatigue of their jour- 
ney, and their own reflection that now reprefented 
the folly of their defign, with the uncomfortable 
circumftances that muft in a few hours attend the* 
confumption of their flock ^ this prudent fcheme 
of ceconomy^was over-ruled, a huge bowl of 
punch prepared, and Pipes ordered to enliven the 
company with a fong. Their cares were in a 
little time overwhelmed, and the greateft part of . 
the night was confumed in mirth and jollity ; 
though next morning they waked in the horrors,, 
and univerfal defpondence took place, when they' 
learnt that their bank was fcarce able to defray 
the expence of eheir bill, which they received next 
their Aomachs, and were obliged to difcharge. 
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They were now reduced to a dilemma that 
occafioiied another general confultation, in which 
tbey agreed to club their pocket-pieces and fitver 
buckles for prefent fupport, and give notice by 
letters of their iituation to their refpedive rela« 
tiofis, taking care to atcribe their diftrefe to the 
ill ufage they had met virith at fchool : on thk oc- 
cafion Peregrine produced the ring and medal he 
had received from Mr^* Trunnion, and Pipes not 
only prefented his own purfe, which was pretty 
well furniftied, but even made a profFer of his 
filver whiiUcy with the^hain by which it had for 
many yem depended from his neck. They 
thanked him for his dilinterefted attachment, but 
241 his foUicitations could not prevail upon the' 
•chiefs to proik by this inAance of his good fel- 
lowifaip ; beoMife they confidered him as a periqn 
whofe aiTiftance in this particular it was neither 
juft nor baaourable.to ufe. 

C H A P. XX. 

The governors tamper with their pupils. Peregrine 
i$ defined^ prevailed upon to retmn^ and fubmit 
to cQrre6lion ; fublimes his ideas ^ commmces gal^ 
lant^ and becomes acquainted with Mifs Emily 
-Gauntlet. 

MEAN while the mafter, furprifed and 
difconcerted at fuch an unprecedented fe* 
ceffioui convened all the tutors of thofe wfa<» 
were concerned in this dai^erous aflbciation, in 
order to concert proper meafures for recalling 
them; and after mature deliberation, as it waa- 
the opinion of eve^ body, that fuch a number* 

.gf raWj hot-headed boys, without money, con- • 

duiSt» 
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du£l, experience or plan, could not poffibly co- 
here for any length of time, they refolved to 
leave them to the operation of their own pa(^ 
fions ; not doubting that as the firft impulfe 
gradually weakened, they would drop off one by 
one^ and the whole confederacy be thus melted 
down. The return of the young boys juftified 
the prognoftic ; but the mafters were not a little 
alarmed, when they underftood that the reft had 
chofen a general, fubmitted to certain f^|ula« 
tions, and adopted a determinate defign. They 
refolved, neverthelefs, to give them a little more 
fcope, and waited four and twenty hours for the 
efFed of their forbearance ; when hearing no ac* 
counts from the deferters, they began to con- 
iider this revolt as a very ferious affair ; and in 
purfuance of their advice and diredion> the go^ 
vernors fet out in queft of their ilray pupils. 

It was not difficult to difcover the rout they 
had taken ; fuch a remarkable caravan could not 
pafs unheeded ; they got intimation of their ad* 
vances from ftage to ftage, and at night arrived 
at an inn that fiood on the road, about two 
miles fliort of the town where the adventurers 
had fettled their head quarters. From hence they 
repaired in a body to the houfe of a neighbouring 
juftice, who, in confequence of their reprefen* 
tations, granted a warrant to apprehend and fe* 
cure the body of Thomas Pipes, as an idle va- 
gabond and feducer of youth. Thus autho- 
rifed, they went early next morning to the town^ 
and fet up their horfes at another inn, where 
they remained incognito^ until they had engaged 
the conftable with a competent number of af» 

fifiwtsi then a perfon was fenc to inform Mr* 

Pipes^ 
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Pipes> that his jcompaoy was deiiied at the White 
Haft. 

Tom received this meflage immediately after 
the contribution of efFe£b, already mentioned ; 
^nd imparted the contents to his mafier, who 
lightly judging that it concerned the common 
:caufe, defired him to obey the fummons. He 
followed the meiTenger. accordingly; and no 
fponer let bis nofe within the room to which he 
was dire^led^ than the conftable and his poilb 
fprung upon him, before he had the Jeaft intima- 
<tion of his defigni or any opportunity of acting 
in his own defence. 

Thus overpowered, he was made acquainted 
with the caufe of his being arreited^ which, in 
aU appearance, did not give him a great deal of 
concern, and in private committed to jail^ where 
he was left to his own meditations. 

This previous meaiure being fucceisfully taken, 
the tutors went into feparate apartments, and 
fending for their refpeftive pupils, each plied his 
own charge in particular with fuch arguments as 
he judged moft conducive to difliiade him from 
perfevering in the imprudent icheme which he 
had already profecuted too far. No great elo- 
quence was required to accomplifli this aim,which 
was already more than half eileAed by their own 
rcfle£lions ; and therefore the greateft part of 
them yielded to fuch reafonable remondrances, 
and confented to return to fchoo], provided they 
might be indulged with a general amnefty for 
what they had done. This they were impow- 
cred to promife to all of them, except Peregrine, 
whom, as ringleader and firft caufe of this diftur- 
bance, the matter had marked out for a public 

^pmplet For this .reafya he ftood out againft 
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all the admonitions of Mj:. Joker, who in vaia 
conjured him to put up widh a little correflion^ 

rather than run the rifle of being ignominioufly 
expeUedf and of forfeiting the friendihip of his 
tmde» on whom he knew his chief de^ndance 
was built ; till at length, feeing his adherents 
perfuaded out of their allegiance, and himfelf 
bereft of all company and means of fubfiftence, 
he with great reludance refigned htntfelf to bis 
fate ; and having obtained tlie difcharge of Pipes, 
was reconducted to the college, where, notwith- - 
itanding the hitereelfioii of his governor, who 
begged earneftly that his punifliment might be 
mitigated, our unfortunate hero was publickly 
horfed, mt4rrorem of all whom it might concern. 

This difgrace had d very fenftble efFed upon 
the mind of Peregrine, who having, by this 
time, paiTed the fourteenth year of his age^ be- 
gan to adopt the pride and fentiments of a man. 
Tlius diflionourably ftigmattsed) he was afhamed 
to appear in public as ufual ; he was incenfcd 
.againft his companions for ibeir Iniidcdity and ir- 
refolution, and plunged into a profound reverie 
that lafted feveral weeks, during which he fhoolc 
off his boyiih conne£Uons, and fixed his view 
upon objeds which he thought more worthy of 
his attention. 

In the courfe of his gymnaftic exercifes, at 
which he was verv expert, he contra^ed inti* 
macie^ with feverai youths who were greatly his 
fuperiors in point of age, and who, pleafed with 
his afpiring genius axni addrefs, introduced him 
into parties of gallantry^ which ftrongly capti^ 
vated bis inclination. He was by nature parti- 
cularly adapted for fucceeding in adventures of 
this kind j over and above »moft engaging perfon - 

that 
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that improved with his years, be poffiffcd a dig- 
nified afluraace, an agreeable ferocity which i». 
hanced theconqueft of the fair who had the good 
fortune to enflave him, unlimited generofity, and 
a fund of humour which never ikiled pieafe» 
Nor was he deficient in the more folid aecom- 
plifliments of youth; he had profited in his ftu* 
dies beyond expedlation, and befides that fen- 
iihility of difcernnient which is the foundatiott 
of tafte, and in confequence of which he di- 
fiinguiflied and enjoyed the beauties of the Ciaf- 
fics, he bad already given feveral ffccimftos of a 
very piromifing poetic talent. 

With this complexion and thefe qualification^ 
no wonder that our h^Q^mrsL&cd the notice 
and affcfliion of the yowig Doliaa in town, 
whofe, hearts bad joft begun to flutter for they 
knew not what. Inquiries werenjade concern* 
iig his condition ; and no fooner were bis ex- 
pedlations known^ than he was invited and ca- 
refledbjTaU the parents, while their dan^^hters 
vyed with each other in treating him with parti- 
cular coi»placcncy* He in^ired iove and emu--* 
latioa wherever he appeared ; envy and jeaiouf 
rage followed of courfe ; fo that he became a very 
defirable^ though a very dangerous acquaintance. 
His moderation was not equal to his fuccefs ; 
bis, vanity took the lead of his palTions, dillipatfng 
bis attention, which might otherwife have fixed 
him.|o ooe,ohje4d ; and he was po&fled widi the 
ra^. of increafing the number of his conqucfts. 
With this view he frequented public walks, con- 
certs and aflerablies, became remarkably rich and- 
faflilonablft in his cloatbs, gave-entert^inments 
to the ladies, and was in the utmoft hazard of- 
turning out a moft egregious coxcomb. 
^ Vol. I. H Whik 
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While his charader thus wavered between the 
ridicule of fome^ and the regard, of others, an 
accident happened, which, by contrafting. his 
view to one objeft, detached him from thofc 
vain purfuits that would in time have plunged 
him into an abyfi of folly and contempt Being 
one evenins: at the ball which is always given to 
the ladies at the time of the races, the perfoa 
who aded as matter of the ceremonies, knowing 
how fond Mr. Pickle was of every opportunity 
to difplay himfelf, came up and told him, that 
there was a fioc young creature at the other end 
of the room, who feemed to have a great incli- 
nation to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, 
the gentleman who attended her being in boots. 

Ptregrine*8 vanity being arroufed at this inti- 
mation, he went up to reconnoitre the young 
lady, and was ftruck with admiration at her 
beauty. She feemed to be of his own age, was 
tall, and tho' flentler, exquifitely fhaped; her 
* hair was auburn, and in fuch plenty, that the 
barbarity of drefs had not been able to pre- 
vent it from (hading both fides of her forehead, 
which was high and poliftied ; the contour of 
her face was oval, her nofe very little raifed into 
the aquiline form, that contributed to the fpirit 
and dignity of hertfpe£^; h^ mouth was fmall, 
•her lips plump, juicy and delicious, her teeth re- 
gular and white as driven Inow, her complexion 
incredibly delicate and glowing with health, and 
her full blue eyes beamed forth vivacity and love : 
her mein was at the fame time commanding and 
engaging, her addre^ perfectly genteel, and her 
whole appearance fo captivating, diat our young 
Adonis looked, and was overcome. 



He 
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He no fooner recollefted hiiTifelf from his aflo- 
niftimentj. than he advanced to her with a grace- 
ful air of refped, and begged file would do him 
the honour to walk a minuet with him. She 
fecmcd particularly pleafed with his application, 
and very frankly complied with his re(jue& This 
pair was too remarkable to efcape the particular 
notice of the company : Mr. Pickle was well 
tnowH by almoft every body in the room, but 
his partner was altogether a new face^ and of 
confequence underwent the ^criticifin of dl thcr 
ladies in the affembly ; one whifpered, She has 
a good complexion, but don't you think flie is a 
little awry f " A fecond pitied her for her maf-- 
culine nofe ; a third obferved, that flie 
ward for want of feeing company ; a fourth di- 
ftinguifhed fomething very bold in btr counte* 
nance; and in (hort, there was not a beauty in 
her whole compofition, v^^hich the giafs of envy 
did not pervert into a blemiih. 

The men, however, looked upon her with dif- 
ferciit eyes ; aniong thtni her appearance pro- 
duced an uiiiverial murmur of applaufe; they en- 
circled the fpace on which (lie danced, and were 
enchanted by her graceful motion. While they 
launched out in the praife of her, they expreffed 
their difpleafure at the good fortune of her part-' 
ner, whom they damned for a little finical cox*' 
comb, that was too much engroffcd by the con- 
templation of his own perfon, to difcern or de-' 
ferve the favour of his fate. He did not hear5 
therefore could not repine at thefe invedivcs ; 
but while they imagined be indulc^ed his vanity,' 
a much more generous pailion had taken poiTef* 
fion of his hearts 

• ■ 
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Inftcad of that petulance of gaiety for which 
be beei:^ diftiDguitbed his public ^pear-r 
^ce, be noir gave muifeft ^gii9. ^ cwfaTian 
and concern ; he danced with an s^nxiety which 
iaipeded his performance, and bli^fhed to the 
^yc^ at ^ery fidfe i^ep be ixi^e. Though tbi% 
cxti^ordmary a^^do^ was overlqoked by tbe 
men, it could not ef^ape the obfervation of the 
ladies^ y/i^o perceived it with ^ual furprize ^ud 
fdentment ; and when regriqe led this (sir un- 
known to her feat, exprefled their pique in an 
afFe£led titter, which broke from every mouth 
at th^ fame inft^nt, if all of them lU4 beea 
informed by tbe fame fpirit. 

Peregrine was ncttlea at this unmapnerly m 
diiappcobatioUji and, in order to. incieafe theic 
chagruif e^c|eavp^red eat^r into particulac 
conver&t^on with their fair rival. The young 
lady herfelf, who neither wanted penetration, 
nor tbe confcioufneft of her own ac^qipUiiK 
ments, refented their behaviour, though £he tri*- 
umphed at the caufe of it, and gave her pa,rtner 
all tbe e^couragei^ent be could defire. Her xno- 
dier, who was prefent, thanked hiofk for bisi dr. 
vility in taking fuch notice of a ftranger, and he 
received a compliment of tbe fam^ nature from 
the young gentleman in boots^ ygJbgK b^J^ own 
brother. 

If he was charmed with her appearance, he 
was quite raviih^d y^ritb ^r difcxvix:fe» which was 
fenfihie^ fpirited md gay* Z^r frank ^nd fprightly 
demeanour excited his own confidence arid good 
humour j and he defcribed to h^r the charaidt^rs. 
of thofe females who had honojur^ (hem wich 
fucb a fpitcful mark of diftinaion^ in t;^rw fo. 
X€pktc with humorous fatire, that Ihe feemed to 

Men 
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Mfth #ith (>articular complacency pF attentiotl^ 

ivnd diftinguinied every nymph thus ridiculed with 
fuch a fighificant glance, ^ overwhelmed heir 
mth cfhagtin ^tld tnortiHcatiom jn (hort> thcf 
ftemcci to rrfilli othfer's cdflverfatidn, 6urv\t 
which our young Damon acquitted himfelf with 
great ikill in all the duties of gallantry ; he laid 
loid of prbpei* ot)pbr^uniti^ to ejtprdi hh ad« 
miration of her charms, had recourfc to the fi- 
lent rhetoric of tender look^, breathed divers in- 
ftdious fighSy ahd attached himfelf wholly to her 
durihg thfe r^iftainitig part of the fent^rtainmerft. 

When the company broke up, he attended 
her to her lodgings, and took leave of her with 
i, fqiieeti&e of the hAnd, afler having dbtaihed per-* 
miffioa to vifit her next morning, aild been irt- 
form^d by the nfiother thai her name was Mifd 
Eiliilia Gauntlet. 

All night Idng ht tldfed hot ah eye, but 
am u fed himfelf t^ith pUm of pkafure, which his 
imagination fuggelkd, in confequeiice of thia 
iitW acquaintance. He arbfe vdiih the lark, ad*- 

jufted his air into i>n at^rccablc negligence of 
curl, and dfeffing himfelf ift at genteel grey frock 
tril^Irhed with fdver bindiAg, Waited with the 
utmoft impatience for the hdiit of ten> wftictt 
ftb fooner itruck, than he hied hirri to the 
phce of appointment, and inqiiirihg for Miia 
Oauntl^t, Was flieWA iht6 ^ parfoiir. Here he 
had not viraited above t6h minutes, when Etoilia 
entered in a moft inchanting undrefs, with ill 
Iher graced df nature playing about her peffon^ 
and in a iDonfient rivetted the chahis of his Ih'^ 
very beyond the power of accident to unbind. 

Her mother being ftill abed, and her brother 
gone Co give orders about the cbaiie>. in which^ 

Hi 
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they propofed to return that fame day to their 

own habitation, he enjoyed her company' ///^ ^ 
iiu a whole hour, during which he declared his 
Jove \ti the moft paffionate termS) and begged 
that he might be admitted into the number of 
thofe admirers )vhom ihe permitted to viilt and 
adore her. 

She afFeded to look upon his vows and proteftar 
tions as the ordinary eiFefls of gallantry, and very 
obligingly aflurcd him, that were (he to live in 

.that place, 0ie fhould be glad to fee him often j 
but as the fpot on which (he refided was at ^ 
confiderable dirtance, {he could not expe£l he 
would go ib far upon fuch a trifling occafion, or 
take the trouble of providing himfelf with her 
mamma's permiffion* 

To this favourable hint he anfwcred with all 
the^agernefs of the moft fervid paifion, that he 
had uttered nothing but the genuine diftates of 

,his heart, and defired nothing fo much as an op- 
portunity of evincing the fmcerity of his profef* 
hons ; and that though {he lived at the extre- 
mity of the kingdom, he would find means to 
lay himfelf at her feet, provided he could vifit 
her with her mother's confent^ which he aiTured 
her he would not fail to follicit. 

' She then gave him to underftand, that her ha- 
bitation was about fixteen miles from Winchefter, 
in a village which (he nained, and where (as be 
could eafily colleft from her difcourfe) he would 
be no unwelcome gueft. 
in the midft of this communication they wece 

' joined by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with 
great courtcfy, thanked him again for his polite- 
to.Emy at the Bailj and anticipated his in- 

t£atiQP>» 
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fentton^ by faying .that (he Should be very glad to 
fee him at her houfe, if ever his occafions fhoulil 
C4II him that way. 

CHAP. XXI. 

■ 

inquires into the fituation of this young lady 
With whom he Is enamoured ; e/opes from fchooLi 
is found by the lieuieHanf^ reeonveyed to Win^ 
chefter, oJid fends a letter %{jith a copy of verjes 
to bis mijlrep^ 

**^^^_XE was tranfported wltli pleafure at this in— 
JLjL citation, which he ailured her he IhouUl 
aot tieg\c£i ; and after a little more converfation 
on general topics^, took his leave of the charm- 
jilg Emilia and her prudent mamma, who had 
perceived the iiril emotions of Mr. Pickle's paf* 
iion for her daughter^ and been at fctoe pains to- 
kqiiire about his family and fortune. 

Neither v/as Peregrine lefs inquifitive about 
the fituation and pedigree of bis new miftrefs^ 
who, he learned, was the only daughter of a 
field' officer, who died befure he had it in his- 
power to make fuitable provifion for his children 1 
that the widow lived in a frugal, though decent 
manner, on *the penllon, affifted by the bounty 
©f her relations ; that the fon carried arms as vo- 
lunteer in the company which his fatlier had 
commanded ; and that Emilia had been educated 
in London, at the expence of a rich uncle, who 
was ieized with the whim of marrying at the age 
of iifty-five ; in conlequence of which, his niece 
had returned to her mother, without any vifibia 
dcpendance, except on her own conduit and qua^ 
iihcations. 

H 4, 
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This account, though it could not diminlfli 
his affec^o, jieverthelefs aknncd his pride ; for 
bis warm imagination had exaggerated all his 
own profpe£fc$ ; and he began to fear» that his 
paffion for EmiKa might be thought to derogate 
iroai the dignity of bis fituation. The flruggie 
Jbetweea hh intereft and love produced per- 
plexity which had an evident effie£l upon his be- 
haviour i he became penfive, folitary and peeviihy 
avoided aU piiblkk diversions, and grew ib re- 
'tnarkably negh'gent in his drefi, that he was 
fcarce diftinguifhablc by his own acquaintance. 
'I'bid cooteutioa of thoughts continued feveral 
weeks, at the end of which the charms of £mi- 
lia triumphed over every other confideration ; 
and having received a fupply of money from the 
IKomOiodore^ who aded towards him with great 
gienero&y, he ordered Pipes to put uj^ fome 
llnnen, and other necelTaries, in a fort of knap- 
fack which he could coaveoiendy carry> and 
thm attended fot out early one morning on foot 
for the viUage where his charmer lived, at which 
he arrived before two o'clock in the aiternoon ; 
b4v ing ehoko this method of travelling, that his 
liout might not be fo eafily difcovered, as it muft 
have b<^^h^ had he hired horkb, or taken a place 
if^ the ft^ge-coach. 

Tbe 6rft thing he did was to feevre a conve- 
Bient lodging at the inn where he dined $ then 
he fhifted lainfelf, and according to the dire£t ion 
he had receivedf weat to the houfe of Mrs* 
Giumtlet in a traofport of joyous exp«AatioB« 
A$ he approached the gate bis agitation increafed, 
be knocked with impatience and concern, the 
door opened, and be bad actually aiked if Mrs. 
Gaumkt was athome, before be perceived that the 

portrcfi 
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portee& was no other tlun hk deai Esiiliai^ She- 
was not without emotion at the unexfe&ed fight 
of her lover, who inftantly recogmzing his charm-- 
cr^ obeyed the irrefiftible impulie of to lovt^ ttik 
caught the fair creature in has arfBSv Nor did^ 
fcc feem offended at this forwardnefs of beha- 
viour, which might have difple^fed another of m 
kis open dtipofition^ or U& ukd to the fteedoi& 

of a fenfible education; but her natural frank- 
nefs had been encouraged and improved by the 
eafy and femiliar intercourfe in whieb file hadr 
been bred ^ and therefore, inftead of repniiiMd-^ 
ing him with a feverity of look, {he with great 
good humour rallied him upon his aiTuranc^^ 
which, ihe obfervedy was undoubtedly the effi^ 
of his own coufcious merit, and conducted hitHi 
into a parlour, where he found her mother^ who* 
in very poUte teems expre&d her fatisfod^ ae 
feeing him within her kouie* 

Having drank tea together, Mifs Emy pro* 
pofed an evening, walk, which they enjoyed 
through a variety of little copfes and iawM, Ws^ 
tcrcd by a moft romantic ftream, that quite en-r 
chanted the imagination of Peregrine. 

It was late before they returned from this 
agreeable excuHion, and when otnr lovep wi(he<t 
the ladiesgood night, Mrs. Gauntlet infifted up* 
on his (laying to fupper, and treated him wid^ 
particular demonAr*ations of rega^ and affeAioni^ 
As her cecunomy was not encumbered with an. 
unneceflary number ofciomeftics, her own pr^efence 
wa9 often required in diffBrent»pftrt»eif the bouie^ 
lb that the yoiing^ gentleman, waa^ iupplied^ witl^ 
fccquent opportunities of promoting his fuit> bjr 
all the terider oaths and iafiauations that his paf-* 
fiott could fuggeft. He proteftcd, that her Idc^ 

Hs ^ 
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had taken fuch entire pofleffion of his heart, that 
Anding himfetf unable to fupport herabfence one 
day longer, he had quitted his fludies, a|id left 
his governor by flealth, that he might vifit the 
obje£l of his adorationy and be ^bleiled ia her 
conopany for a fev^ days without mterruptioh* 

'She liftened to his addrefles with fuch aflability 
as denoted approbation and delight, and gently 
chid him as a thoughtlefs truant, but carefully 
avoided the confeflion of a mutual flame ; be* 
caufe (he difcerned, in the midft of all his ten- 
dernefs, a levity of pride which (he durft not 
i^ntore to truft with fuch a declaradon* Per« 
haps ftie was confirmed in this caution by her mo* 
ther, who very wifely, in her civilities to him^ 
maintained a fort of ceremonious diftance^ which 
file thought not only requtfite for the honour and 
intereft of her family, but likewife for her own 
exculpation, fliould (he ever be taxed with hav- 
ing encouraged or abetted him in the imprudent 
fallics of his youth: yet notwithflanding this af- 
fcfted referve, he was treated with fuch diftinftion 
both by one and t'other, that he was raviflied 
with hi^. fituatfon, and became more and more 
enamoured every day. 

While he remained under the influence of this 
IWeet intoxication, his abfence produced great 
diftufbance at Winchefter. Mr. Jolter was grie- 
voudy afflidled at his abrupt departure, which 
alarmed him the more, as it happened after a 
long fit of melancholy which lie had perceived in 
his pupil. He communicated his apprehenfions 
to the matter of the fchool, who advifed hioi 
to appriaie the commodore of his nephew's difap- 
I^rance, and tin the mean time inquire at alb 
the vsm in toyfn^ whether he had hixed horfes. 
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or any fort:of carriage, for his conveyance, or 
was not met with on the road by any perfon who 
couW give an account of the direaion in which 
be travelled. 

This fcrutfhy, though performed with great d?- 
Jigence and minutenefs, was altogether ineflfeduals- 
• they could obtain no intelligence of the runaway. 
Mr. Trunnbn was well nigh diftraaed at the 
news of his flight ; he raved with great fury at 
the imprudence of Peregrine, whom in his-firft 
tranfports h© damned as an ungrateful dcferter ; 
then he curfed Hatchway and Pipes, who be 
fwore had foundered the lad by their pemicioiw 
counfels J and, Jaftly, tAnsferred his execrations 
uptjn Jolter, becaufe he had not kept a better 
iook-out : finally, he made an apoftrophe to that 
Ir /u-^"^ the gout, which for the prefent 
thfabled him from fearching for his nephew in 
perfon. That he mi;2,ht not, however, negka 
any means in his power, he immediately dif- 
patched expreffcs to all the fea-port towns on that 
coafl^ that he might be prevented from leaving 
the kingdom; and the lieutenant, at his own dc- 
fire, was fent acrofs the countty, in queft of this 
young fugitive. 

Four days had he unfuccefsfully carried on his- 
inquiries with great accuracy, when refolving to 
return by Winchefter, where he hoped to meet- 
with fome^ hints of intelligence, by which hfe 
might profit in his fixture fearch, he ft ruck off 
the common ro.id, to take the benefit of a nearer ■ 
out; and finding - himfelf benighted- near a vili 
lage, took up his lodging at the firft iun to whidr 
Ills horlc ditcthd him. Having befpoke fome- 
thifig for fupper, and retired to his chamber,' 
where he amuied. bimfelf with a pipe, he heard 

H 6 a-t 
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aconfufed noife of ruflic jollity, which being ail 
of a fudflen interrupted^ after a fliort paufe bis 
car was faluted bv the voice of Pipes, who, at 
the follicitation of the company, began to entcf* 
tain them with a fong. 

Hatch way inftantty recogoizedtbe weU^knowii 
found, in which indeed he could not poffibly be 
midaken, as nothing in nature bore the leaft re-* 
iemblance to it ; he threw bis pipe into the 
chimneyv andfiiatchinguponeofhtspiftab, ran 
iaimediately to the apartment from whence the 
voice iiTued : he no fooner entered, than diftkv* 
guiibing hb oki fliip-mate in a cromi of cotmtry 
pcafants, he in a moment fprung upon him, and 
clapping his piftol to his breaft, exclaimedt 
Danna you. Pipes, you're a dead man, if you 
dofi't immediately produce young matter/' 

This menacing application had a much greater 
eitec!^ upon the company than upon Tom, who 
tookisig at the lieutenant with great tranquillity, 
replied, Why fo I can, Mafter Hatchway.'' 

. What ! fafe and found ? *' cried the other. 
As aroach,'^ anfwered Pipes, fo much to the 
fatis^KStion of his friend Jack, that he fiiook bim 
by the hand, and defiied him to proceed with 
bi$ foog. This being performed, and the reck- 
ening difcharged, the two friends adjourned to 
the other room, where the lieutenant was in* 
formed of the manner in which the young gen- 
tiemaabad made bis elopement from college, as 
w«ll as of the other particulars of bis prefent fi* 
tuation, as far as they had fallen within the fphere 
of his ccmprehenfton- 

While they fat thus conferring together, Pe» 
regriiie having taken his leave of his mifireft for 
fbe night, cme honae, and was not a little fur- 
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pnfidf when Hatchway entering bi$ chamber in 
bis fta aichfule^ thruft out his hand by way of 
falutation. His old pupil received him as ufual, 
with great cordiality, and cxprcflfed ius aftonifc- 
meat at meeting him in that place.; but when 
hd underftood the caufe and intention of his arri- 
val, hie Parted: with conciern and his vibgp 
glowing with indignation^ told him he was old 
enott^ to be judge of his own conduif}, and 
when he ihould fee it convenient, would return 
cf himfelf i but thofe who thought he was to be 
compelled 'to Jws duty, would find themfelv^ 
egregioufiy miftaken* 

The lieutenant aflured him, that for his owA 
part he had no intention to ofler him the leaft 
violence ; but, at the iame time, be repreftnted 
to him the danger of incenfing the commodore, 
who was already almofi: diiiraded on account of 
bis abfence: and in ifaort, conveyed his argu- 
ments, which were equally obvious and valid, in. 
fuch expreffions of friendibip and refpcdt, that 
Peregrine yielded to his remonftrances, and pro** 
mifed to accompany him next day to Wincheff er. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the fuccefs of his nego- 
cialion^ went immediately to the heftier and be* 
fpoke a poft* chsdie for Mr* PicUe andhis man,witti 
whom he afterwards indulged himfelf in a double 
cann of rumbo, and when the night was pret^ 
far advanced, left the lover to his repofe, or ra<-> 
Iber to Ae thoFos of his^own meditation ; for he 
flept not one moment, being inceffantly tortured 
wiih the ptofpcd of parting from his divine Emi-^ 
)ia, who had now arauircd the moftabfoluteemf- 
pire over his foul. C5ne minute he propofed tb^ 
depart early in the morning, without feeing this 

cx2€hanti;e6» in .whofe bewitching prefeiice he 
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durfl; not truft bis own refolution, Thpii the 
thoughts of leaving her in fucb an abrupt and 

uirrcfpcclful manner, interpofed in favour of his 
love and honour. This w^r of fentiments kept 
him all night, upon; the rack, and it was time to 
rife before he had delermined to viflt his charmer, 
and candidly impart the motives that induced iiim 
to leave her. 

He accordingly repaired to her mother's houfe 
with a heavy litart, being attended to the gate 
by Hatchway, who did not choofc to leave him 
alone 3 and being admitted^ found Emilia jtift 
rifen, and in his opinion, more beautiful tiiaii 
ever. 

Alarmed at his- early, vifit, and the gloom that 

pverfpread his countenance, . fhe ftood in iilent 

expcchitlon of hearing fome melancholy tidings ; 

and it was not till -after a confiderable paufe, that 

he collei9:ed refolution enough to tell her he was 

come to take his ieave. Though- (he ftrove to, 

conceal her forrow, nature vi^as not to be fup- 

prefied; every feature of her countenance fad* 

dened in a moment,* and it in^s not without th# 

utmoft difficulty that (he kept her lovely c) es 

fiom overflov^ing. He faw tlic fituation of her 

thoughts, and in order to alleviate her concern,. 

alTured her he ihould find means to fee her again 

in a very few vi^eeks ; mean- while he communi-* 

Cated his reafons for departing, in which ihe rea« 

dily acquieiced;rand having* mutually confoled 

each other, , their tranlports K)f grief fuUided, and 

before Mrs. Gauntlet came down ftairs they were 

in a condition to behave with- great decency and 
refignation. 

This good lady exprefled her concern whei* 
Ihe learat.his ^refolutigji, /aying, ihe. hoped hi» 

occafionai 
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Qccafions and inclina^tiom would permit him fa 
favour them with iiis agreeable company another 

The lieutenant, who began to be uneafy at 
Peregrine*s ftay, knocked at the door, and being, 
introduced by- his friend, had the honour of 
breakfafting with the ladies > on which occafion 
his heart received luch a rude Ihock from the 
cb^rma of Emilia^ that he afterwards made a me^ 
rit with his friend of having conftraincd himielf 
fo far^ as to forljear commencing his profefled 
rival. 

At length, they bad adieu to their kind enter- 
tainers, and in lels than an hour fetting out from 
tiie inn, arrived about two o'clock in Winchefter, 
where Mr. Joker, was overwhelmed, with joy at 
their appearance. 

The nature of this adventure being unknown- 
to all except thofe who could be depended upon,, 
every body who inquired about the caufe of Pe- 
regrine's abfence, was told that he had been with 
a relation in the country, and . the mailer conde- 
fcended- to- overlook, his indifcretioa; fo that 
Hatchway feeing every thing fettled to the fatif- 
faftion of his friend, returned to the garnfon^ 
and gave the commodore an account of his expe- 
dition* 

The old gentleman was very much ftartled 
when he heard there was* a lady in the cafe, , and 
very emphatically obferved, that a.nian had bet- 
ter befdclted into the gulph of Florida than once 
get into the indraught of woman ; becaufe in one 
cafe» he may with gpod pilotage bring out his vef- 
fel fafe between the Bahama'ss and the Indian 
fliore ; but in the other there ia no outlet at all, 
and it is in«vain.to drive againfl.the current ; fo 
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Ihait df eonrfe hejttuft bt embayed, and ran ehucfe . 

upon a lee-fliore. He refolved, therefore, to lay 
the ftate of the cafe before Mr. Gamaliel Pickte, 
tnd coMcrt fuch tneafcirds v^ith biiti as (houU 
tbdiight likelieft to detach hh fori from the pur- 
fuit of an idle amour, which could not fail of in- 
terfering in a dangerous manner wkh the plan qI 
his edircatfoir. 

Inr the mean time, Perry's ideas were totally 
cngroffed by his amiable miftrefe, who, whotber 
lie llept of Waked, Wlas ftill prefent in his imagi- 
nation, which produced the following, ftanza*s ia 
her praifc: 

Adieu, ye ffreams that fmoothly flow» 

• Ye vernal airs that foftly blow, 
Ye plains by blooming Ipring array 'd^ 
Ye birds that vrarbje tliro' the ihade. 

9 

Unhurt from you my foul coold fly^ 
Nor drop one tear, nor heave one figh^ 

But forc'd from Celia's charms to part,. 
All joy djeferts my drooping heart*. 

m. 

O I fairer than the rofy morny 
When flowers the dewy fields adorn;; 
UnfttHied as the geniat ray. 
That warms the balmy breeze of May,. 

Thy charms divinely bright appear,, 
Aflfrfarfd new fplendor to the year ; 
ftnprove the day with freOi delight, " 
, Ami ^Ud with joy the dreary night f ' ' 

This. 
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This juvenile produftlon was inclofcd in a very 
' tender billet to Emilia) and committed to the 
charge of Pipes^ who was ordtred to fet out for 
. Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation with a prefent of vc* 
nifon, and a compliment to the ladies 5 and di* 
reined to take feme opportunity of delivering the 
letter to mifs^ without the luiowiedg<B of her 
mamma, 

CHAP. XXII. 

His mejfen^er meets zvith a misfortune^ to zvhich he 
applies a very extraordinary expedient that is at^ 
tendid wiih jlrang^ eonfcquenw. 

AS a ftage coach pafled within two miles of 
the village where ihe Iked, Tom bar-* 
gained with the driver for a feat on the box^ and 

accordingly departed on this meflkge, thol^gh he 
was but indifferently qualified for commiffions of 
fuch a nature : having received particular injunc^ 
tions about the letter, he refolved to make that 

the chief objeft of his cafe, and very fagacioiifiy 
conveyed it between his ftocking and the fole of 
his foot, wherd he thought it would be perfedtly 
fecure from all injury and accident. Here it re- 
mained until he arrived at the inn where he had 
formerly lodged^ when after having refrefhed him- 
felf with a draught of beer, he pulled off his ftock- 
ing, and found the poor billet fuUied with duli^ 
and torn into a thoufand tatters by the motion of 
bis foot in walking the laft two miles of bis jour* 
ney. Thunderftruck at this phsenomenon, he 
uttered a long and loud whew! which was fuc- 
ceeded by an exclamation of Damn my old 

(hoes> a bite by G»!'' then be refted his elbow# 
% on 
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Gil the table, and his forehead upon his two fifts,. 
and in thskt attitude deliberated with himfelf upoo 
' the means of remedying this misfortune. 

As he was not diilrdcted by a vaft number of 
ideas, he foon concluded that his bcA expedient 
would be to employ the clerk of the pari(h^ who 
he knew was a great fcholar, to write anothee 
cpiltlc according to the dire£lions he fhould giv-e 
him ; and never dreaming that the mangled ori- 
ginal would in the leaft £icilitate this fcheme, he 
very vvifcly coinrniitcd it to the flames, that it 
might never rife up in judgment againil: him. 

Having taken this wife ftep, he went in queft 
of his fcribe^ to whom he communicated' his bu- 
fmcfs, and promircd a full-pot by way of gratifi- 
cation. The clerk, who was alfo fcliooL-mafter, 
proud of an opportunity to diftingui(h his talentSt 
readily undertook the talk; and repairing with, 
his employer to the inn, in lefs than a quarter of 
an hour produced amorfel of eloquence fo mucb» 
to the fatisfa^ion of Pipes, that he fqqeezed hia 
hand by way of acknowledgment, and doubled' 
his allowance of beer, which being difcufTed, ouxt 
courier betook himfelf to thehoufe of Mrs.Gaunt* 
let with the haunch of venifon and this fucceda- 
neous letter, and delivered his meflfage to the mo- 
ther, who received it with great refpe£^, and 
many kind inquiries about the health and welfare 
of his mafter, attempting to tip the meflenger 
a crown, which he abfolutcly refufed to asccept,. 
in confequence of h/Ist. Pickle's repeated caution* 
While the old gentlewoman turniMi to a fervant, 
iii order to give di regions about the difpofal of 
this prefent. Pipes looked upon this as a favour- 
able occafion to tranfa£i: his bufmefs with Emilia, 
and therefore,, fliutting one eye, with a jirk of his 

thumii^* 
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.thumb towards his left fiioulder, and^a mofttfig- 
nificant twift of his countenance, he beckon^ 

the young lady into another room, as if he had 
been fraught witbfomething of confequence, which 
be wanted to impart. She underftood the hint 
hovvfoever ftrangely communicated, and by ftcp- 
ing to one fide ot the room, gave him an op- 
portunity of flipping the epiftle into her hand^ 
which he gently fqueezed at the fame time in 
token of regard; then throwing a fide-glance at 
the mother) whofe back was turned, clapped hia 
finger to one fide of his nofe, thereby recom- 
mending fecrecy and difcreticn. 

Emilia conveying the letter into her bofon:^, 
could not help fmiling at Tom's politenefs and 
dexterity ; but left her mamma Chould dete£t him 
in the execution of his pantomime, fhe broke ofF 
. this intercourfe of figns, by aiking aloud when he 
propofed to fet out on his return to Winchefter ; 
and when he anfwered "To-morrow morning," 
Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to the hofpita- 
lity of her own footmanf defuing him to malce 
much of Mn Pipes below, where he was kept to 
fupper, and very cordially entertained. Our 
young heroine, impatient to read her lover's billet^ 
which made her heart throb with rapturous ex« 
pe6lation, retired to her chamber as foon as pof- 
fible, with a view of peruiiAg the contents^ which, 
were thefe. 

Divine emprefs of my (bul f 

If the refulgent flames of your beauty had not 
evaporated the particles of my tranfported 

brain, and fcorclicd my intelle'fb into a cinder 
of ilolidity, perhaps the refplendency of my paf- 

.fion might ihine illuilrious through the table cur- 
^ tarn. 
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taia of my ink, and in fuWimity trahfcehff th^ 
gdaxy itfelf^ though waft^ to the piAiolM bf it 
grey goofe quill ! But ah ! celfeftial enchantrefs ? 
the negromancy of thy tyrannical fcharms hath 
lettered my focuhieB with adamahtine chain!i> 
which unleis tky compftffioh ih^l i^elt, I hauft 
eternally remain in the tartarean gulph of difmal 
defpair. Vouchfafc therefore, O thou brighteft 
Ittinmary of thift terrsftfiai fphtt^! to Wii-m.as 
well as (hine ; and let the geftial rays of thy be- 
nevolence melt the icy emanations bf thy difdain, 
which hath frozen up the fpirits of, angelic pre- 
heminence ! thy egregious ddmirer and fu- 
periauve flave 

Never was aftonitbmint mor« fmf^le^cing fbaii 
that of Emilia, when (he read this cufi^ius com- 
pofuion^ which fhe repeated V^tbdtim three times 
before (he would credit ih€ evid^cd of h^f d#ti 

-fenfes. She began to fear in good earneft that 
love had produced a diiorder in hef lover's under- 
ftandtn| i but after se tbdii&lfd c6hje£l\ires by 
which Sm attempted t^ ae^rtotit Ibr this eittrhbf^ 
dinary fuflian of ftile, fhe c6ncluded that it was 
the effect of mere levity^ calculated to ridicule 
the paffion he bad foi^iiierly ptbkffed. Irritated 
by this fuppofition, flie refolved to baulk his tri- 
umph with affeded indifference^ and in the mean 
time endeavour to expel him from that place 
which he pofleiTed within h^t hear U And indeed^ 
fuch ^ victory over her inclirtacicws might have 
been obtained without great difficulty ; for Ihe 
enjoyed an eafindfs of temper that cwld accom* 
modate itjjelf to the emergencies of her fate ; and 
her vivacity amufing h^r imagination^ pre- 

ierved 
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ferved }ier fyqm tl^ keener fenfa^ions of fQrrow« 
Thus 4f tqroiined, an4 dirpoiie4t did aot fimt 
^ny foit of anfwer, or the leaft taken of remem- 
hrance by Pipps, who was fuflfer^^l to depart with 
a ge^er^l copnplin^ent; £>Qfa ttif siptbeT) and 9^ 
jived at Winch^er the next day. 

Peregrine's eyes fparkled when he (aw his mef- 
fen^er come in^ and be (IretQb^d. out his h^iid ia 
^ull copfidefic^ 9f r^eiviag ^Dme p?rtiGulfur mark 
of his Emilia's afFcftion ; b\xt hQW was he con- 
^^nded, when he felt l\^i^Q{^fa cruelly difap- 
pointed ! In an inftant his Q^^tpwcei fell* He 
fU)pd for (bme time f^dnt ^r)^ dJ^sdbi^x (kw thrice 
repeated the interrogation 0/ ^^What! not one 
word froifn " Ajp^ dubious of his cour49r'4 

diicretiqn, inquired minutely intp aU ^ parlicu* 
lars of his reception. He afked if he had feen the 

toi^no qp p o rt iupily of d^evipg his lett9r» and 
how. file looked when h& put it into her hand ?• 

Pipes aflfwered, that he had never feen her in 
l^fj^, h^t^ or- ^gjb^fp^rit&ii thsMthehad ma*, 
nfiged maUera as not only iQ pr^Ciiit the billet 
unperceived, but alfo to afk her commands in 
private before he took h^,leav,fo when 0ie told. 
biisjk that t|;ie letter required no reply^ This laft 
circumftance he confidered as a manifeft mark of 
difrefpe^l^ and gnawed his lips with refentment. 
\JpQn. fMrth^r f^t^if^m l)Q)vei(^r'» he fuppoied 
that ti^ could not conyeniiently write by the nmf^, 
fengcr, and would undoubtedly favour him by 
tbf , pofL This cpntu^aji^ c^niokd him for 
the^pr^feUt^ a^jd be waited t«pMieittly for the. 
fruits of his hope; but a/ter be had fi?en eight 
days elapfed without reaping the fatisfaflion with 
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himy he raved againft the whole fex, and was 
feized with a fit of fuUen chagrin ; but his pride 
in a little time came to his affiftance, and refcued 
him from the horrors of the melancholy fiend. 
He rcfolved to retort her own negled upon his 
ungrateful miftrefs, his countenance gradually re- 
fumed Its former ferenity ; and though by this 
time he was pretty well cured of his foppery, he 
appeared again at public diverfions with an air of 
gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might have a 
chance of hearing how much, in all likelihoods he 
difregarded her difdain. 

There are never wanting certain officious per- 
fons, who take pleafure in promoting intelligence 
ef tbisibrt. His bdiavtour foon reached the ears 
of Mils Gauntlet, and confirmed her in the opi- 
nion file had conceived from his letter ; fo that 
ihe fortified herfelf in her former fentiments, and 
bore his indiflFerence with great philofophy. Thus 
a correfpondence which had commenced with all 
the tendernefs and fincerity of love, and every 
promifeof duration, was interrupted in its infancy 
by a mifunderftanding occafioned by the fimpH- 
city of Pipes, who never once refleilcd upon the 
confequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual pallion was by thefe 
means fupprefled for the prefent, it was not alto- 
gether extinguifhed, but glowed in fecret, though 
even to* themfelves unknown, until an occaiioif 
which afterwards offered, blew up the latent flame, 
and love refumed his empire in their breafts. 

While they moved, as it were, without the' 
fphere of each other's attradion, the commodore' 
fearing that Perry was in danger of involving 
himfelf m fome pernicious engagement, refolved 

by advice of Mr. J^^iter and his fmnd the parifli 

prieft. 
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^rieft, to recal him from the place where he had 

contrafted fuch imprudent connexions, and fend 
him tQ th^ univerficy, where his education might 
be compleated) and his fancy weaned from all 
puerile amufements. 

This plan had been propofed to his own fa- 
ther, who, as hath been already obferved, flood 
always neoter in every thing that concerned his 
eldeft fon ; and as for Mrs. Pickle, (he had never 
heard his name mentioned itnce his departure 
with any degree of temper or tranquillity, except . 
when her hufband informed her that he was in a 
.feir way of being ruined by this indifcreet amour. 
It was then (he began to applaud her own forefight, 
which had difcerned the mark of reprobation in 
that vicious boy, and launched out in compari- 
fons between him and Gammy, who, ihe ob- 
ferved, was a child of uncommon parts and foli« 
dity, and with the blefling of God, would be a 
comfort to his parents, and an ornament to the 
family. 

Should I afErm that this favourite whom (he 

commended fo much, was in every refpeft the 

reverfe of what (he defcribed , that he was a boy 

of mean capacity ^ and though remarkably diftorted 

in his body, much more crooked in his difpofi- 

tion i and that ihe had perfuaded her hufband to 

efpoufe her opinion, thoagh it was contrary to 

common fenfe, as well as to his own perception ; 

I am afraid the reader will think I reprefent a 

monfter that never exifted in nature, and be apt 

to condcAnn the oeconomy of my invention ; ne* 

verthelefs, there is nothing more true than every 

circumftance of what I have advanced s and £ 

wifli the pidure,'* Angular as it is,* may not be 

thought to refcmble more than one original. 
^ 5 C H A R 

Digitized by Google 



* 

CHAR xxni- 

f ^eg^rixie is Jiitmmned io akiend his uncli^ is more 
and more hated by his own mother i appeah ta 
his farther y whofe cQndefcenJm is d^fc€Ued hf, the 
dominie qf his wife. 

BU T waving tbefe refl^dions^ let us return 
to Peregrine, who received a fummons to 
^tend his uncle, and in a few days arrived with 
i/lu Jolter and Pipea m the gairrifon, which he 
filled with joy and fatlsfailion. The alteration^ 
whicb» during his abieace, had happened in his 
perform, wa» vei^y fevourable ta bis ap|^]:aiice> 
which from that of a comely boy, was converted 
into that of a mofl engaging youth. He was al* 
ready taller than. a. middle-iized man, bis ibape 
fl^fc^rtaineds his iinews well Jcnit^ hjs mien greauy 
improved, and his whole figure as elegant and 
graceful, as if it had been caft in the fame mould 
widi tb» ApoUo of Be]ividei(e» 

Such an outfide couJd not fail o£ prepof- 
ftffing people in his favour. The commodore, 
notwithftanding tlie advantageous reports he had 
heard, found bis expedatipn ex^edc^d in the pec- 
fon of Peregrine, and fignified his approbation in 
l^e mQft fanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion wa^ 
finicl( wi^ his. genteel ^diiefst and received him, 
^ilh uncommon n^arks of complacency and af* 
feftion ; he was carefTed by all the pepple in the, 
neighbourhoodt. V(ho,, while they admired his ac« 
compliflimentSy. could not h^Ip pityiiig his. ii^fa* 
tuated mother, who w^s d eprived of that unut- 
tSi^ay^ delight wiji^h any, othei; mrent would 
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hkve eii joyed in the contemplation of fuch an 
amiable ion. 

Divers efforts were made by feme well-difpofed 
people, to conquer, if poffible, this monftrous 
prejudice) but their endeavours^ inftead of cur^^g^ 
ferved only to inflame the diftetnper, and ihe ne« - 
ver could be prevailed upon to indulge him in the 
leaft mark of maternal regard. On the contrary, 
her original diiguft degenerated into fuch invete- 
racy of hatred, that (he left no ftone unturned to 
alienate the commodore's afFeftion for this her 
innocent child, and even praftifed the moft ma- 
licious defamation to accomplifli her purpofe. 
Every day did (he abufe her hufband's ear with 
fome forged inftance of Peregrine's ingratitude to 
his nncK well knowmg that it would reach the 
commodore's knowledge at night. 

Accordingly Mr. Pickle ufed to tell him at the 
dub, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him 
iti fuch a company, and afperfed bis fpoufe upon 
another occafion ; and thus retail the little, fcan- 
dalous iflue of his own wife's invention. Luckily 
f6r Peregrine, the commodore paid no great re^ 
gard to the authority of his informer, becaufe he 
knew from what canal his intelligence flowed ; 
befideS) the youth had a ilaunch friend in Mr* 
Hatchway, who never failed to vindicate him 
when he was thus unjuftly accufed, and always 
found argument enough to confute the aiTertions 
of his enemies. Bur, though Trunnion had been 
dubious of the young gentleman's principles, and 
deaf to the remonfl ranees of the lieutenant, Perry 
was provided with a bulwark flrong enough to 
defend him from all fuch aflaults. This was no 
other than his aunt, whofe regard for him was 
perceived to incrcafe in the fame proportion as his 

Voi^ I. I own 
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rown mother's dimini(hcd ; and mdeed^ the aug- 
jnentation of the one was, in all probability, ow- 
jag to the decreafe of the -other ^ for the two la- 
dies, with great civility, performed all the duties 
.of good neighbourhood, and hated each other 
jnoft piouily in their hearts. 
. Mrs. Pickle having been difobliged at the 
fplendor of her lifter's new equipage, had ever 
fince that time, in the courfe of her vifiting, en- 
deavoured to make people merry with fatiricai 
Jokes on that poor lady's infirmities % and Mrs. 
'Trunnion felzed the very firft opportunity of 
^making reprifais, by inveighing againft her unnar 
• -tural behaviour to her own child ; fo that Pere* 
grine, as on the one hand he was abhorred, fo 
on the other w^s he carefTed in coxifequence of 
this contention; and I firnUy believe that the^ 
•moft efFedual method of deftroying hisintereft at 
the garrifon, would have been the (hew of coun- 
tenancing him at his father's houfe: buty whe« 
ther this conjedure be reafonable or xihimerical, 
certain it is the experiment was never tried, and 
;therefore Mr. ^^eregrine ran no riik pf being dif- 
graced. The commodore, who aOiimed^ and juftly 
itoo, the whole merit of bis education, was now 
as proud of the youth's improvements., as if he 
had actually been his own offspring ; and fome- 
^times his afFe6iion rofe to fuch a pitch of enthu- 
iiafm, that he verily beUeved him to be the ilTue 
«of his own loins. Notwithiianding this favour^ 
able predicament in which our hero ftood with his 
.aunt and her hufband, he could not help feeling 
the injury he fufFered from the caprice of his 
mother J and though the gaiety of his difpofition 
ihindered him from alHifling himfelf^with reflexi- 
^.pf any gloomy .caft^i hp did npt fail to forfee 
> 4hat 
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that if anyfudden accident (hou!d deprive him 

of the commodore, he would in all likelihood 
find bimfelf in a very diiagreeabie ficuation. 
Prompted by this confideration^ he que ewning 
accompanied his uncle to the club, and was in- 
troduced to his father, before that worthy gjentle-' 
mzn had the leaft inkling of bis arrival* 

Mr Gamaliel was never fo difconcerted as ftt 
this rencounter. His own difpofition would not 
fufFer him to do any thing that might create tho 
leaft difturbance» or int^ruprbis evening's enjoys- 
ment j and fo ftrongly was he imprefled with the 
terror of his wife, that he durft not yield to the 
tranquillity of his temper : and, as I have already 
obferved, his inclination was perfedly neutral. 
Thus diftrafted between diiFerent motives, when 
Perry was prefented to him, he fat filent and ab^ 
forpt, as if be did not or would not perceive the 
application ; and when he was urged to declare 
himfeh by the youth, who pathetically begged to 
loiow how he had incurred ^his difpleafure, he 
anfwered in a peeviik ftrain, Why, good now, 
child, what would you have me to do? your 
mother can't abide you." If my mother is fo 
unkind, I will not call it unnatural, (faid Pere- 
grine, the tears of indignation ftarting from his 
eyes) as to banifb me from her prefence and af- 
fe^on, without the leaft caufe afligned ; I hope 
you will not be fo unjuft as to efpoufe her barba^ 
rous prejudice.'* Before Mr. Fickle had time to 
reply to this expoftulation, for which he was not 
at all prepared, the commodore interpofed, and 
enforced his favourite's remonftrance, by telling 
Mr. Gamaliel that he was afiiamed to fee any 
man drive in fucb a miserable manner under his 
wife's petticoat.*' As for my own part, (faid he, 

I z raifing 
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tatfing fab votcet and afluming a look of import' 

lance and command) before I would fufFer m) fclf 
<o be fleered all weathers by any woman in Chrif- 
iendooiy d*ye fee^ I'd raife fucb a hurricane about 
her ears that'* — — • Here he was interrupted by 
Mr, Hatchway, who thrufting his head towards 
the door, in the attitude of one that liil:ens^ cried 
Ahey ! mere's your fpoufe come to pay us a 
Tifit^** Trunnion's features that inftant adopted 
a new difpoution : fear and confufion topk pof* 
feffion of his countenance ; his voice from a tone 
of vociferation funk into a whifper of Sure you 
jBuft be miflaken, Jack and in great perplexity 
.iie wiped off the fweat which had darted on bis 
forehead at this falfe alarm. The lieutenant hav- 
ing thus punifhed him for the rhodomontade he 
had utteredf told him with an arch fneer, that 
be was deceived by the found of the outward door 
creaking upon its binges, which he miftook for 
Mrs. Trunnion's voice, and defired him to pro* 
ceed with his admonitions tp Mr. Pickle. It is 
not to be denied that this arrogance was a little 
unfeafonable in the commodore, who was in all 
refpei^s as efFeiSlually fubdued to the dominion of 
his wife* as tbe perfon whofe fubmiffion he then 
virntured to condemn ; with this difference of dif- 
pofition : Trunnion's fubjedion was like that of 
a bear^ chequered with fits of furlineis and rage ; 
whereas Pickle bore tbe yoke like an ox, without 
repining. No wonder then that this indolencet 
this iluggifhnefs, this ilagnation of temper, ren- 
idered Gamaliel incapable of withftanding the ar- 
guments and importunity of his friends, to which 
lie at length furrendered, acquiefced in thejuftiee 

thfiif ob^^y^tifm, and taking his ion by the 
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hand, promifed to favour him for the future witli 
bis love and fatherly protedlion- 

But this laudable refolution did not laft ; Mrs. 
Pickle (lill dubious of his conftancy, and jcal'ous 
of his communication with the commodore, ne- 
ver failed to interrogate him every ni^ht about 
the converfation that happened at the club ; and 
regulate her exhortations according to the intelli- 
gence ibe received. He v^as no fooner^ therefore, 
iafely conveyed to bed^ (that academy in which 
all notable wives communicate their leilures) 
when her catechifm began; and fhe in a moment 
perceived fomething rekidant and equivocal iit 
her hnAand's anfwers.- Arroufed at this difcovery^ 
fhe employed her influence and (kill with fucli 
fuccefs, that he difdofed every circumftance of 
what had happened ; and after having fuftained a 
moft fevere rebuke for his fimplicity and indifcrc- 
tion, humbled himfelf fo far as to promifc 
that he would next day aimul the condefcenfions 
he had made, and for ever renounce the ungra* 
cious obje<Et of her difgufl:. T'his unJertaking 
was punctually performed in a letter to the com-^ 
'modore, which flieberfelfdidUted inrthefe words*. 

Sir, 

WHereas my good-nature being laft night 
impofed upon, I was perfuaded to coun- 
tenance and promife I know not what to that 
vicious youth, wfaofe parent I have the misfortune 
to be; I defire you will take notice that I revoke 
all fuch countenance and promifes, and fliall ne- 
ver look upon that -man as my friendi who will 
henceforth in fuch a ^ufe folicit9 

Sir, yours, he. 

Gam. PicKLB^ 

I 3 C a ^^.|!!led by Google 
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CHAP- XXIV. 

TruiHitoii is tnragtd at the €mdu£l of Pickle. 

Peregrine refents the tnjujlice of his mother^ to 
whom he explains his jerdiments in a letter. Is 
intered at the Vniverfiiy of Oxford, 'when hg 
fignalizes himfelf as a ymtb of an enter prifu^g 
geaius* 

UNfpeakable were tfae tranfports of rage to 
which Trunnion was incenfed by this ab* 
/urd renunciation : he tore the letter with his 
gums, (teeth he had nonej fpit with furious gri* 
maces, in token of the contempt he entertained 
. for the author, whom he not only damned as a 
louiy, fcabby, nafty, fcurvy, fculking, lubberly, 
noodle, but refolved to challenge to fmg)e com- 
bat with fire and fword ; but he was dlfluaded 
from this violent meafure, and appeafed by the 
intervention and advice of the lieutenant and 
. tAv, Jo!ter, who reprefented the meflage as the. 
efFe£l of the poor man's infirmity, for which he 
was rather an obje£l of pity than of rqfentment 
and turned the ftream of his indignation againft 
tiie wife, whom he reviled accordingly. Nor did^ 
Peregrine himfelf bear with patience this injuri- 
ous declaration, the nature of which he no fooner 
underftood ffom Hatchway, than equally ihocked. 
and cxafperated, he retired to his apartment, and 
in the firft emotions of his ire, produced the 

fpilowing epiftle, which was immediately conr 
veycd tp hi? n?pt|ier# 
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Madam, 

HA D nature formed me a bugbear to the 
fight^ and infpired me with a foul as vici- 
ous as my body was deteflable, perhaps I might 
have enjoyed particular marks of your aiFe^S^ion 
and appfaufe;; feeing you have perfecuted me with^ 
fuch unnatural averllun, for no other vifible rea- 
fi)n than that of my differing fo widely in (hapc 
as well as difpofitionf from that deformed urchin 
who is the objei^ of your tendernefs and care. If 
thoQs be the terms on which alone I can obtain 
vour favour^ I pray God you may never ceafe to 

Madam> 

Your moft injured foir 

Peregrine Pkiclb** 

"This letter, which notlung hut his pafTion nnd. 
inexperience could cxcufc,. had Much an clTedl 
apon his mother, as may be eafily conceived. She 
was enraged to a degree of frentsy againit the 
writer ; though at the fame time (he confidered 
the whole as the production of Mrs. Trunnion's 
particular pique, and reprefented it to her huiband' 
as an infulr, that he was bound in honour to re- 
feat, by breaking oft all correfpondence with the* 
commodore and his family. This wa$ a bitter 
pill to Gamaliel, who, , through a long courfe 6( 
years, was fo habituated to Trunnion's company, 
that he could as eafily have parted with a limb, 
as have relinquifhed the dub all at once. He 
therefore ventured to reprefent his own incapacity 
to follow her advice, and begged that he might 

atlea& be. allowed 10 drop the connexion gradu^ 

1 4. ally 
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all)j ; protcfting that he would do his endeavour 
to give her all manner of fatisia<^ion. 

Mean while preparations were made for Pere« 
grine's departure to the univerfiry, and in a few 
weeks he fct out in the feventeenth year of his 
age^ accompanied by the fame attendants who 
lived with him at Winchefter, after his uncle - 
had laid (Irong injun6tions upon him to avoid the 
company of niodeA women, to mind his learn- 
ing, to let him hear of his welfare as often as he 
- could fpare time to write, and had fettled his ap- 
pointments at the rate of five hundred a year, in- 
cluding his governor's falary, which was one fifth 
part of the fum^Thc heart of our young gentleman 
dilated at the prt-fpefl of the figure he fliould make 
with fuch an handiume annui y, the management 
of which was left to his own difcrecion ; and he 
aniufcd his imagination with the mod agreeable 
reveries during his journey to Oxford, which be 
performed in two days. Here being introd. ced 
to the head of the college, to whom he had been 
recommended, accomrtiodated with genteel apart- 
ments, entered as gentleman commoner in 
the books, and provided with a judicious tutor, 
mfiead of returning to the fludy of Greek and 
Xuatin, in which he thought himfelf already fuffi- 
cientiy inftruded $ he renewed his acquaintance 
with fome of his old fchool-fellows, whom he 
found in the fame fituation, and was by them ini- 
tiated in all the fafhionable diverfions of the place* 

It was not long jbefore be made himfelf remark- 
able for his fpirit and humour, which were fo 
acceptable to the bucks of the univerfity, that 
he was admitted as a member of their corpora- 
tion, and in a very little time became the moft 

Conrpi^uou& 
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eonfpicuous perfonage of the whole fraternity 

not that he valued himfelf upon his ability in 
imoaking the greatefl number of pipes, and drinker 
ing the largeft quantity of ak ; thefe were qualt-* 
. fications of too grofsra nature to captivate his re-*- 
fined ambition. He piqued himfelf on his talenC 
for raillery^ bis genius and tafte, his perfonal ac-*- 
compliihments, and his fucceb at intrigue ; nor 
were his excurfions confined to the fm^ill villages^ 
in the neighbourhood^ which are commonly vi- 
fited once a week by the ftudents for the fake off 
carnal recreation* He kept his owit horfes, tra<^* 
verfed the whole country in parties of pleafure,^ 
attended all the races within fifty miles of Oxford,, 
and made frequent jaunts to London, where he? 
ufed to lie incognito during the beft part of man)^' 
a term. 

The rules of the univerfity were too- fe— 
vere to be obferved by a youth of his vivacity 

and therefore he became acquainted with the- 
prxx^or,. by times. But all th& checks he re- 
ceived were infuffictent. to moderate his career 
' he frequented taverns and coffee- houfes, com- 
mitted midnight frolics in the ftreets, infulted ail^ 
the fober and pacific clafs- of his fellow-ftudents 
the tutors themfelves were not facred from bis* 
ridicule he laughed at the magiftrate, and neg?* 
leded every particular of college- difcipline* 

In vain did they attempt to reftrain his trre^- 
gularities by the impofition of fines y he was li- 
beral to profufion, and therefore paid without 
relu&ance. Thrice did he fcale the windows of \ 
a tradefman, with whofe daughter he had an af- 
fair of gallantry, as often was he obliged to feek his 
fefety by a precipitate leap ; and one night would,, 
10. all RrobabiHtyy have fallen a facrificc^ta aa». 

Digitized by Google 



';8 7ld Ad VE N T-UR B-S^tf/^ 

ambufcade that was laid by the father, had not 
his trufty fquire Pipes interpofed in his behalf,. 
And maflfiiUy refeued him from the clubs of - hisv 
enemies* 

In the midft of thefe exceflis, Mr. Joker find- 
ing bis ad monkions negkdied, and his influence 
utterly deftroyed, attemt>ted to wean his pupiL 
from his extravagant courfes, by engaging his at- 
tention in fome more laudable purfuit. With, 
this view he introduced him into a club of po*' 
liticians, who received- him with great demofl<^ 
firations of regard, accommodated themfelve^ 
more than he could have expe<^ed to his jovial 
difpofition, and while they revolved fchemes for 
the reformation of the ftate, drank with fuch de- 
votion to the accompliibment of their plans, that 
before parting the cares of their patriotifin were 
q u i te overwhelmed . 

Peregrine, thouiih he could not approve of 
their doCirine, refoived to attach himielf for fome 
time to their company; becaufe he perceived- 
ample fubjeft for his ridicule, in the charafiers of' 
thefe wrong-headed enthufiafts. It was a con- 
ftant pra^^ice with them, in their midnight con- 
fiftorics, to fwallow fuch plentiful draughts of' 
infplration, that their myfleries commonly ended 
lik^ thofe of the Bacchanalian Orgia ; and they 
were feldom capable of - maintaining that fblem- 
nhy of decorum which by the nature of their, 
funflions moft of them were obliged to profefs. 
Now as Peregrine's fatlrical difpofition was never 
more gratified than when he had an opportunity 
of expofing grave cliamcf^ers in ridiculous atti- 
tudes, he laid a mifchievous fnare for his new 
confederates, which took efFefl in tMs manner* 
In one of their noaurnal deliberations^ He pro- 
t moted.. 
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moted fuch a fpirit of'good fellowfliip, by the' 
agreeable Tallies of his wif , which wefe purpofely 
levelled againit: their political adverfaries, that by 
ten o'clock they were all ready to join in the • 
mod extravagant propofal that could be made; 
They had already broke their glaflfes in con- 
fequence of his fuggeftion, drank healths out of 
their fhoes, caps, and the botfoms of the candle- 
fticks that flood before tbem^ fometimes ftanding 
with one foot on a chatr^ and the knee bbnt on 
the edge of the table ; and when they could no 
longer fiand in that pofture, fetting their bare 
pofteriors on the cold floor, they huzza'd, hol- 
lowed) danced and fung, and in fhort were elc*^ 
vated to fuch a pitch of intoxication, that when 
Peregrine propofed that they (hould burn their 
perriwigs^ the bint was immediately approved,* 
and they executed the frolick as one man ; their ^ 
fhoes and caps underwent the fame fate by the 
fame initigation, and in this trim he led them 
forth into the ftrcet, where they refolved to com- 
pel every body they fhould find to fubfcribe to 
their political creed^ and pronounce the Shibo- 
leth of their party. In the atchicvement of this 
cnterprize, they met with more oppofition than 
they expected ; they were encountered with ar- 
guments which they could not well withftand ; 
the nofes of fome, and eyes of others, in a very 
little time bore the marks of obRlnatc disputa- 
tion i and their conductor having at length en^ 
gaged the whole body in a fray with another 
iquadron which was pretty much in the fame 
condition, he very fairlv gave them the flip, and 
fl vly retreated to his apartment, forefeeing that 
his companions would foon be favoured with the 
notice of their fupgriors. Nor was he deceive)!'.' 

16 
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in bis prognoftic ; the pro£lor going his roundt 
chanced to fall in with this tumultuous uproar, 
and interpofing his authority, found means to 
quiet the difturbance^ and> after having taken 
cognizance of their names, difmiiled the rioters 
to their refpedive chambers, not a little fcanda- 
lized at the behaviour of fome among them, 
whofe bufinefs and duty it was to fet far other 
examples to the youth under their care and di* 
re(Slion. 

About midnight Pipes, who had orders to at- 
tend at a diftance, and keep an eye upon Joker, 
brought home that unfortunate governor upon his 
back (Peregrine having beforehand fecured hl& 
admittance into the college} and among other 
oruifes, he was found to have received z couple 
of contufions on his face, which next morning 
appeared in a black circle that furrounded each 
eye. This was a mortifying circumAance to a 
man of his chara£ler and deportment, efpecially 
as he had received a meflage from the proftor, 
who defired to fee him forthwith. With great 
humility and contrition he begged the advice of 
his pupil, who being ufed to amufe himfetf with 
painting, aflured Mr. Joker, that he would co- 
ver tbofe figns of difgrace with a flight coat of 
fle(h-coIour, (b dextroufly, that it would be al- 
moft impolTible to diftinguifli the artificial from 
the natural (kin. The rueful governor, , rather 
than expofe fuch opprobrious tokens to the ob* 
fervation and cenfure of the magiftrate, fubmitted 
to the expedient; and although his counfellor 
had over^rated his own ikill, was perfuaded to 
confide in the difguife, and adually attended the 
pro£lor, with fuch a ftaring addition to the na- 
tural ghaftlinefe' of his featiu-es, that his vifage 

bore 
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bore a very apt refemblance to fome of thofe fe- 
rocious countenances that bang over the doors of 
certain taverm and alehoufes, under the denomi* 
nation of the Saracen's head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of pbufiognoxny 
could not efcape the notice of the moft tin*- 
difceming beholder, much lefs the penetrating 
eye of this fevere judge, already whetted with 
what he had feen over- night* He was therefore 
upbraided with his ridiculous and (hallow artificey 
and, together with the companions of his de- 
bauch, underwent fuch a cutting reprimand for 
the fcandalous irregularity of his conduA, that 
all of them remained creft-fallenf and were 
afhamcd, for many weeks, to appear in the pub* 
lick execution of their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of his iinefle, to con^ 
ceal the part he afted in this comedy, with the 
particulars of which he regaled his companionSf 
and thereby intailed upon bimfelf the hate and 
refentment of the community, whofe maxims 
and pradices he had difclofed for he was conr< 
fidered as a fpy, who had intruded himfelf into 
their fociety with a view of betraying it ; or^ at 
beft, an apoftate and renegado from the faitix 
and principles whickiie had profeAedt. 



cii Air* 
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CHAP. XXV- 

Hi is infulted by bis tutor ^ whom be lampoons iz 

makes confiderahle progrefs in polite literature ; 
and in an excwfton to Windfor meets with Emi- 
lia by amdeni^ and is very coldly received. 

AMONG thofe who fufFered by his craft' 
and infidelity was Mr. Jumble his own tu-^ 
tor^ who could not at all digeft the mortifying 
affront he had received, and was refolved to be 
revenged on the infultiag author. With this 
view be watched the condu6l of Mr. Pickle with . 
the utmoft rancour of vigilance, and let flip no 
opportunity of treating him withdifrefpeft, which 
be knew the difpofuion of his pupil could lefs- 
brook than any other feverity it was in his power 
to exercife. 

Peregrine had been feveral mornings abfent 
from chapel i and as Mr. Jumble never . failed-f 
to queftion him in a very peremptory ftile about 
his non-attendance, he invented fome very plau- 
iible excufcs ; but, at length, his ingenuity was 
cnchaufted ; he received a very galling rebuke for 
hii> profligacy of morals, and that he might fccf 
it the more fenfibly,.. was ordered,, by way of 
exercife, to compoik a paraphrafe in Englifh 
verfe, upon ihefe two lines in Virgil, 

f'ane Hgur^ frujlraque animis elate fuperbis^ 
Necquicfttamy patrias, tenfa/ii lubricus^ artes. 

The io^pofuion of this invidious theme had 
all the deiired efFeCt upon Peregrine, who not 
only confidercd it as a piece of unmannerly abufe 

le- 
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kvelled againfl: his own condu^l^ but alfo as a 
retrofpe&ive infult on the memory of his grand- 
father, who (as he had been informed) was in 
his life-time more noted for his cunning than 
candour in trade. 

Exafperated at* this inflaoce of the pedant's 
audacity, he had well nigh (in his firft tranf- 
ports) taken corporal fatisfai^on on the fpot;. 
hut forefeeing the troublefome confequences that« 
would attend fuch a flagrant outrage againft the 
laws of the univerfity^ he cbeciced bis indigna- 
tion^ and« refolved to revenge the injury in a . 
more cool and contemptuous manner. Thus 
determined, he fet on foot an inquiry into the 
particulars of Jprnble's parentage and education,., 
and learnt that the father of this infolent tutor* 
was a bricklayer, and that his mother fold pies, 
and that the fon, at different periods of his youth, . 
had amufed himfelf in both occupations, before.- 
he converted his views- to the ftudy of learning. 
Fraught with this intelligence, he compofed the 
following ballad in doggerel rhymes, and next, 
day prefented it as a glois upoiitbe text which the:: 
tutor had chofen. 

I, 

Gome, Jiften ye ftudents of ev^ry degree, 

I'fing of a wit and a tutor poviie^ 

A ftatefman profound, a critick immenfe. 

In ihort, a meer Jumble of learning and fenfe;, 

And yet of his talents, tho' laudably vain, 

His own family arts he could never attain. . 

« 

His father intending his fortune to builJ, * 
In his youth would have taught him the trowel to . 

wioJd> « , 

JUlC^tiCi by Google 



i84 Adventures af 

But the mortar of difcipline never would ftick,^ 

For his fkuU was fecur'd by a facing of brick^ 
And with alF his endeavours of patience and painj. 
The ikill of his iire he couU never attain* 

a 

IIL 

His mother aa houfewife neat, artful and wife^ 
Renowned for her delicate bifcuit and pies. 
Soon altcr'd his ftudies, by flatt'iing his tafte. 
From the raifing of walls to the rearing of pafte 
But all her inftrudions were fruitlefs and vain, 
Thepye^^making myftVy he ne'er could auain^ 

Ik 

Yet true to his race, in hts labours was feen 

A jumbfe of both their profeflions, I ween ; 
For, obliged to his own underftanding to truft,. 
His pies feem'd of brick, and his houfes of cniil;. 
Theni good Mr. Tutor, pray be not fo. vain. 
Since your family arts you could never attain.. 

This impudent prodiiAion was the mpft efFec* 
tual vengeance he could have taken on his tutor,, 
who had all* the (upercilious arrogance and. ridi- 
culous pride of a low-born pedant. Inftead ot 
overlooking this petulant piece of fatire with that 
temper and decency of difJain that became a per- 
ion of his gravity and ftation, he no fooner caft 
his eye over the performance, than the blood rufhedi 
into ^ his countenance^ which immediately after, 
exhibited a ghaftly pale colour, and with a qui- 
vering lip be told his pupil that he was an imper-^ 
tinent jackanapes* and he would take care tha^ 
he Ihould be expelled from the univerfity, for 
bavmg prcfumed to write and deliver fuch a licen- 

tious.Md fcuxrilow Ubel, Peregrine anfwered with. 

great 
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great refolution, that when the provocation he 

had received fliould be known, he was perfuadecf 
that he fhould be acquitted by the opinion of all 
impartial people ; and that he was ready to fub-> 
mit the whole to the decifion of the matter. 

This arbitration he propofed, becaufe he knew 
the inailer and Jumble were at variance ; and for 
that reafon the tutor durft not venture to put the 
caufe on fuch an ifliie. Nay, when this reference 
was mentioned, Jumble, who was naturally jea- 
lous^ fufpe£ied that Peregrine had a promife of 
protedion before he undertook to commit fuch 
an outrageous infult; and this notion had fuch an 
efie£i: upon him, that he refoived to devour his 
vexation, and wait for a more proper opportunity 
of gratifying his hate. Mean while copies of the 
ballad were diftributed among the ftudents, who 
(ung it under the very nofe of Mr. Jumble, to the 
tune of a C^bUr there was^ (sfc. and the triumph 
of our hero was compleat. Neither was bis whole 
time devoted to the riotous extravagancies of 
youth. He enjoyed many lucid intervals, during 
which he contrafted a more intimate acquaintance 
with the clafficks, applied himfelf to the reading 
of hiftory> improved his tafte for painting and 
mufick^ in which he made fome progrcfs ^ and 
above all things, cultivated the ftudy of natural 
philofophy. It was generally after a courfe of 
dofe attention to fome of thefearts and fciences, 
that his difpofition broke out into thofe irregularis 
ties and wild Tallies of a luxuriant imagination, 
for which he became fo remarkable ; and he was 
perhaps the only young man in Oxford, who at 
the fame time maintained an intimate and friendly 
intercourfe with the moft unthinking, as well as 
wiUi the moft fedate ftudents at the univerftty. 

It 
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It is not to be Tuppofed that a young man of 
Peregrine's vanity, inexperience and profuiion^ 
could (uit his expence to his allowance, liberal a$ 

it was ; for he was not one of thofe fortunate peo- 
ple who are born ceconomifts, and kiiew not the 
art of with-holding his purfe when he faw his 
companion In difficulty : thus naturally generous 
and expenfive, he iquandered away his money, and 
made a moft fplendid appearance upon the receipt 
of bis quarterly appointment ; but long before the 
third month wasclapfed, his finances were con- 
fumed, and as he could not ftoop to aik an extra- 
ordinary fupply, was too proud to borrow, and 
too haughty to run in debt with tradefmen, he 
devoted thofe periods of poverty to the profecu- 
tion of his ftudies^ and (hone forth again at the 
revolution of quarter day. 

In one of thefe irruptions he and Tome of his 
companions went to Windfor, in order to fee the 
royal apartments in the ca(tle, whither they re«- 
paired in the afternoon, and as Peregrine ftood. 
contemplating the picture of Hercules and Om- 
phale, one of his feliow«>ftudents whifpercd in hfs. 
car, Z— ds ! Pickle, there are two fine girls/' 
He turned inflantly about, and in one of them, 
recognized his almoft forgotten Emilia : her ap- 
pearance aded.upon his imagination like a fpark of 
iire that falls among gun-powder; that paifion 
which had lain dormant for the fpace of two years 
flaflied up in a moment, and he was feized with 
an univerfal trepidation. She perceived and par* 
took of his emotion; for their fouls, like unlfons,. 
vibrated with the fame impulfe. However, fhe 
called her pride and refentment to her aid, and- 
found refolution enough to retire from fuch adan^ 
gerous fcenc. Alarmed at her retreat, he recol- 
lected; 



Digitized by Google 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 187 

leQ^d all his aiTurance, and impelled by love 
which he could no longer refift, followed her into 

the next room, where in the moft dilconcerted^ 
manner he accofted her with " Your humble fer- 
vant, Mifs Gauntlet To which falutation (be 
replied, with an afFefiation of indifference that did 
Doty. however^ conceal her agitation, Your fer- 
vant^ Sir and immediately extending her finger 
towards the pi£ture of Duns Scotus, which 
fixed over one of the doors, afked her companion 
in a ftrange fort of giggling tone, if (he did not 
think he looked like a conjurer.. Peregrine net* 
tied into fpirits by this reception, anfwered for 
the other lady, that it was an eafy matter to be 
a conjurer in thofe times, when the fimplicicy of 
the age alltfted his divination ; but were he, or- 
Merlin himfelf to rife from the dead now, vi hen. 
inch deceit and diiTimulation prevail^ they would, 
not be able to earn their bread by the profeffion/' 
O! Sir, faid (he, (turning full upon hiny) with* 
out doubt they would adopt new maxims; 'tis. 
DO difparagement in this enlightened age for one- 
to alter one's opinion^'' No fure. Madam, re- 
plied the youth with fome precipitation, provided* 
the change be for the better and. fliould it: 
happen otherwife, retorted the nymph with a 
flirt of her fan, inconftancy will never want 
countenance from the praftice of mankind. 

True, Madam, refumed our hero, hxing bis^ 
eyes upon her, examples of levity are every where- 
tp be met with.'* •*OLord, Sir, cried Emilia, 
toffing her head, you'll fcarce ever find, a fop- 
without it. '' By this time his companion feeing 
him engaged with one of the ladies, entered 
into converfation with the other ; and in order to 

favour his friend's gallantry, condudled her into 

the 
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the next apartment^ on pretence of entertaining 

her with the fight of a remarkable piece of paint* 
ing. 

Peregrine laying hold on this opportunity of 
being alone with the objed of his love, afiiuned 
a moft feducing tenUernefs of look, and heaving 
aprofouQcl figb^ alked if Ihe had utterly difcarded 
him from her remembrance* Reddening at tbia 
pathetic queftion, which recalled the memory <^ 
the imagined flight he had put upon her, fhe an- 
fwered in great confufion, " Sir, I believe I once 
had the pkafure of feeing you at a ball in Win^ 
chefter.** Mifs Emilia, Taid he, very gravely, 
will you be fo candid as to tell me what mifbeha- 
viour of mine you .are pleafed to puni(b^ by re-* 
ilri£Hng your remembrance to that (Ingle occa- 
fion?*' ** Mr. Pickle, fhe replied in the fame 
tone, it is neither my province nor inclination t6 
judge your conduA i and therefore you mifapply 
your queftion when you afk fuch an explanation 
of me." At leaft, refumed our lover, give 
me the melancholy fatisfa£tion to know for what 
offence of my committing you refufed to take the 
leaft notice of that letter which I had the honour 
to write from Winchefter by your own expreis 
permifSon/*^ Your letter, fatd Mifs with great 
vivacity, neither required, nor in my opinion^ 
deferved an anfwer ; and to be free with you, 
Mr. Pickle, it was but a (hallow artifice to rid 
yourfelf of a correfpondence you had deigned to 
follicit.'* Peregrine confpunded at this repartee, 
replied that howfoever he n^ight have failed in 

Eoint of elegance or difcretiony he was fure he 
ad not been deficient in expreffions of refpeA 
and devotion for thofe charms which it was his 
pridQ to adore: As for the verfes, faid he, I- 

owo 
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own they were unworthy ef the theme, but I 
JIattered myfcif that they would have merited your 

acceptance, though not your approbation, and 
been ^oniidered not fo much as the proof of my 
geniust as the genuine efFufion of my love/* 
" Verfes ? cried EmiHa with an air of aftoniflb- 
raent, what verfes f I really don't underftand 
you/' The young gentleman was thiinderftruck 
at this ^cdtmation, to which, after a long paufe, 
he anfwered, " I begin to fufpeft, and heartily 
wi(h it may appear that we have nrifunderAood 
each other from the beginning. Pray, Mifs 
Gauntlet, did not you find a copy of verfes in- 
ciofed in that unfortunate letter?'* Truly, Sir, 
((aid the lady) I am not fo much of a connoifeur ' 
as to diftinguilh whether that facetious produ£Hon 
which you merrily ftile an unfortunate letter was 
compofed in verfe or profe ; but, methinks, the 
jeft 18 a little too ftale to be brought upon the car- 
pet again/' So faying, (he tripped away to her 
companion, and left her lover in a moft tumultu- 
ous fufpence. He now perceived that her negle£fc ' 
of his addrefles when he was at Winchefter, muft 
have been owing to fame myftery which he could 
not comprehend; and {he began to fufpedand to 
hope that the letter which (he received was fpu- 
rious, though (he could not conceive how that 
could poffibly happen, as it had been delivered 4o 
her by the hands of his own fervant* 

However, ihe refolved to leave the tsJk of un* 
ravelling the affair, to him who, (he knew» 
would infallibly exert himfislf for his own as well 
as her fatisfa£lion« She was not deceived in her 
opinion ; he went up to her again at the ft air- 
cafe, and as they were unprovided with a male 

attendant^ inlifted upon iquiring the ladies to their 

lodgings 
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lodgings. Eiailia faw bis drift, which was no 

other than to know where fhe lived ; and though 
{he approved of his finefle, thought it was incum- 
bent upon her for the fupport of her own dignity 
to decline bis civility ; (he therefore thanked him 
for his polite offer, but would by no means con- 
fent to his giving himfelf fuch unnecellary trouble, 
«fpecially as they had a very little way to walk* 
He was not repulfed by this refufal, the nature of 
which he pcrfedly underftood i nor was flie forry 
to fee him perfevere in his determinacion ; he 
therefore accompanied them in their return, and 
made divers efFoits to fpeak with Emilia in parti- 
cular : but flie had a fpice of the coquette in hec 
difpolitbn, and being determined to whet his im^ 
patience, artfully baffled all his endeavours, by 
keeping her companion continually engaged in the 
converiatioQ, which turned upon the venerable 
appearance and imperial (ituation of the place* 
Thus tantalized, he lounged with them to the 
door of the houfe in which they lodged, when his 
mifliefs perceiving by the countenance of her 
comrade, that fhe was on the point of defiring 
him to walk in, checked her intention with a 
frown, then turning to Mr. Pickle, dropped bioi 
a very formal curt'fey, feized the other young 
lady by the arm, and faying Come, coufin So- 
pby." vaaifljcd in a moment. 
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CHAP. XXVL 

J^er fimdry unfuccejsful effhrU^ he finds means t$ 

come to an explanation with his mijlrefs i and a 
reconciliation enfueu 

PErcgrine, difconcerted at their fuddcn dif- 
appearance, flood for fome minutes gap- 
ing in the ftreet, before he could get the better 
of his furprize ; and then deliberated with himfelf 
whether he fliould demand immediate admittance 
his miftref$9 or choofe fome other method of 
application. Piqued at her abrupt behavioar^ 
though pleafed with her fpirit, he fet his inven- 
tion tp worki in order to contrive fome means of 
feeing her \ and in a fit of mufing arrived at the 
inn, where he found his companions whom he 
had left at the Caftle-gate. ' They had already 
made inquiry about the ladies, in confequence of 
which^ be learnt that Mifs Sophy was daughter 
of a gentleman in town to whom his miftrefs 
was reUted \ -that an intimate friendfhip fubfified 
between the two young ladies \ that Emilia had 
lived about a month with her coufin, and appeared 
at the laft aflembly, where fhe was univerfaily 
admired i and that feveral young gentlemen of 
fortune had fince that time teized her with ad- 
dreflcs. 

Our hero's ambition was flattered, and his 
paffion inflamed with this intelligence ; and he . 
(wore within himfelf that he would not quit the 

fpot until he fhould have obtained an indilputed 

viftory over all his rivals. 

That fame evening he compofed a moft elo- 

^ueat epiftle, in which he carneftly intreated that 

* ihe 
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ftie would favour him with an opportunity of vin- 
dicating his conda<l^ j but ihe would neither re- 
ceive his billet nor fee bis meflengen Baulked in 
this effort, he inclofed it in a new cover dire(Sted 
by another hand, and ordered Pipes to ride next 
morning to Lpndon> on purpofe to deliver it at 
the poft-office ; that coming by fuch conveyance, 
4he might have no fufpicion of the author, and 
open it before fiieihould be aware of the deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for the efkSt 
of this ftratagem, and in the afternoon of the 
fourth, ventured to hazard a formal vifit, in qua- 
lity of an old acquaintance. But here too he 
ftfiled in his attempt ; fhe was indiQ>ofed and could 
ivot fee company. Thefe obflacles fcrved only 
to increafe his eagernefs ; hp ftill adhered to his . 
former refolutionj and his companions under- 
ftanding his determination, left him next day to 
bis own inventions. Thus relinquiflied to his 
own ideas, he doubled his affidutty, and pra£lifed 
every method his imagination could fuggeft, in 
order to promote his plan. 

Pipes was Rationed all day long within fight of 
her door^ that he might be able to give his mafter 
an account of her motions ; but ihe never went 
abroad except to vifit in the neighbourhood, and 
was always houfed before Peregrine could be ap« 
prized of her appearance.' He went to church 
with a view of attrading her notice, and humbled 
his deportment before her ; but (he was fo mif- 
chievoufly devout as to look at nothing but her 
book, fo that he was not favoured with one 
glance of regard. He frequented the cofFee- 
houfe, and attempted to contrail an acquaintance 
with Mifs Sophy's father, who, he hoped, would 
invite him to bis houfe } but this expedation was 
3 air(» 
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alfo ddisated. That prudent gentleman looked 
upon him as one of thofe forward fortune-huntcn 
who go about the country fceking whom thev 
may devour, and warily difcouraged all his ad- 
vances. Chagrined by fo many unfuccefsful en- 
deavours, he began to defpair of accomplifliine 
his aim, and as the laft fuggeftion of his art, pa d 
offhislodgmg, took horfe at noon, and departed 
in all appearance, for the place from whence he 
had come. He rode, however, but a few miles, 
and m the dulk of the evening returned unfeen, 
alighted at another inn, ordered Pipes to Hay 
within doors, and keeping himfelf incognito, em- 
ployed another perfon as a centind upon Emilia. 

It was not long before he reaped the fruits of 
his ingenuity. Next day in jhe afternoon he was 
intormed by his fpy, that the two young ladies 
WCTe gone to walk in the park, whither he fol- 
lowed them on the inftant, fully determined to 
come to an explanation with his miftrds, even 
m prefence of her friend, who might poffiblv be 
prevailed upon to intereft herfelf in his behalf. 

When he faw them at fuch a diftance that they 
could not return to town before he ihould have 
an opportunity of putting his refolution in prac- 
tice, he mended his pace, and found means to ap- 
pear before them fo fuddenly, that Emilia could 
not help expreffing her furprize in a fcream. Our 
lover putting on a mein of humility and mortifi- 
cation, begged to know if her refentment was 
implacable j and alked why fte had fo cruelly re- 
fufed to grant him the common privilege that 
every criminal enjoyed. •« Dear Mifs ilophy, 
faid he, addreffiiig himfelf to her companion, give 
me leave to implore your interceffion with your 
coufin ; I am fure you have humanity enough to 

V OL. I. K cfpoufe 
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cfpoufe my caufe, did you but know the juiHce of 
it ; and I flatter myfelf, that by your kind inter- 
pofition, I may be able to reftify that fatal miTun- 
derftanding which hath made me wretched.'* 

Sir, faid Sophy, you appear like a gentleman) 
and I doubt not but your behaviour has been al- 
ways fuitable to your appearance ; but you muft 
excuk me from undertaking any fuch office in 
Behalf of a perfon whom I have not the honour 
to know." Madam, anfwered Peregrine, I 
hope MifsEmy will juftifymy pretenfions to that 
charader, notwithftanding the myftery of her 
difpleafure, which upon my honour I cannot for 
my foul explain." Lord ! Mr. Pickle, faid 
Emilia, (who had by this time recolieded herfelf) 
I never quefttoned your gallantry and tafte, but I 
am refolvcd that you (hall never have caufc to 
iexercife your talents at my expence , fo that you 
teize yourfelf and me to no purpofe : come, So- 
phy, let us walk home again." Good God ! 
madam, (cried the lover with great emotion) 
whv will you diftraft me with fuch barbarous inr 
diflerence i Stay, dear Emilia 1 I conjure you on 
my knees to flay and hear me : by all that is fa- 
cred ! I was act to blame, you muft have been 
impofed upon by fome villain who envied my good 
fortune, and took fome treacherous method to 
ruin my love." 

Mifs Sophy, who polTeired a large flock of 
good nature, and to whom her coufm had com'^ 
diunicated the caufe of her referve, feeing the 
young gentleman fo much affedcd with that dif- 
dain which (he knew to be feigned, laid hold on 
Emilia's fleeve, faying with a fmile, Not quite 
fo faft, Emily ; I begin to perceive that this is a 
iovc-ijuarrd, and therefore i^iere may be hopes 

Digitized by Google 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 195 

of a reconciliation , for I fuppofc both parties are 
open to convidion/^ " For my own part, (cried 
Peregrine with great eagernefs) I appeal to Mifs 
Sophy*s decifion. But why do I fay appeal ? Tho' 
I am confcious of having committed no offence, 
I am ready to fubmit to any penance, let it be 
never fo rigorous, that my fair enflaver herfelf 
ftiall impofe, provided it will intitle me to her 
favour and forgivenefs at laft." Epiily well nigh 
overcome by this declaration, told him that as 
ihe taxed him with no guilt, ihe expe£led no at- 
tonement i and prelTed her companion to return 
into town. But Sophy, who was too indulgent 
to her friend's real inclination to comply with her 
requeft, obferved that the gentleman feemed fo 
reafonable. in his concei&ons, Ibe began to think 
her coufin was in the wrong, and felt herfelf dif- 
pofed to aft as umpire in the difpute. 

Overjoyed at this condeicenlion, Mr« Pickle 
thanked her in the mod: rapturous terms, and in 
the tranfport of bis expeftation, kifled the hand 
of his kind mediatrix ; a circumftance which had 
a remarkable effedt on the countenance of £mi* 
lia, who did not feem to relilh the warmth of his 
acknowledgement. 

After many fupplications on one hand, and 
preffing remionftrances on the other, fhe yielded 
at length, and turning to her lover, while her 
face was overfpread with blufhes, Well, Sir, 
(faid ihe) fuppofmg I were to put the difference 
on that ifiue, how could you excufe the ridiculous 
letter which you fent to me from Winchefter.** 
This expoftulation introduced a difculHon of the 
whole affair, in which all the circumftances were 
canvaifed ; and Emilia ftill affirmed with great 
heat) that the letter muA have been calculated co 
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affront her \ for (he could not fuppofe the authoc 
wa9 fo weak as to defign it for any other purpoie* 

Peregrine^ who ftill retained in his memory 
the fubftance of this unlucky epiftle, as well as 
the verfes which were inclofed, could recollefl 
no particular expreffion which could have juftly 
given the leaft umbrage 5 and therefore in the 
agonies of perplexity, begged that the whole 
might be fuhmiited to the judgment of Miis So- 
phy; and faithfully promifed to ftand to her award. 

In fhort, this propofal was with feeming re- 
luaance embraced by Emilia, and an appointment 
made to meet next day in the fame place, whi-- 
ther both parties were defired to come provided 
with their credentials, according to which defini-* 
tive ientence would i>e pronounced* 

Our lover having fucceeded thus far, over* 
whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments on account 
of her generous mediation, and in the courfe of 
their walk, which Emilia was now in no hurry 

to conckide, whifpered a great many tender pro- 
teftations in the ear of his miitrefs, whot never- 
thelels, continued to aA upon the referve, until 
her doubts (hould be more fully refotvcd. 

Mr. Pickle having found means to amufe them 
in the fields till the twilight, was obliged to wiih 
them good even, after having obtained a folenm 
repetition of their promife to meet him at die 
appointed time and place \ and then retreated to 
bis apartment, where he fpent the whole night in 
various conjectures on the fubje6t of this letter, 

the gordiaa knot of which he could by no means 
untie. 

One while he imagined that fome wag had 
played a trick upon his meflenger, in confequence 
of which Emilia had received a fuppofititious letter ; 

but 
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but upon further refledion, he could not conceive 
the pra6Hcabi!ity of any fuch deceit. Then he 
began to doubt the fincehty of his miftrefs, who^ 
perhapSi had only made that an handle for dif- 
carding him, at the requeft of fome favoured rival ; 
but his own integrity forbad him to harbour this 
mean fufpidon ; and therefore he was again in« 
volved in the labyrinth of perplexity. day 
he waited on the rack of impatience for the hour 
of five in the afternoon) which no fooner ftruck^ 
than he ordered Pipes to attend l^m, in cafe there 
fliould be occafion for his evidence ; and repaired 
to the place of rendezvous, where he had not 
tarried five minutes before the ladies appeared. 
Mutual cdmpliments being pafTeds and the zt^ 
tendant ftationed at a convenient diftance. Pere- 
grine perfuaded them to fit down upon the grafs^ 
under the (hade of a fpreading oak, that they 
might be more at their eafe ; while he ftretched 
himfelf at their feet, and defired that the paper 
on which his doom depended might be examined^ 
It was accordingly put into the hand of his fair 
arbitrefs, who read it immediately with an audi- 
ble voice- The firft two words of it were no 
fooner pronounced^ than he fiarted with great 
emotion, and raifed himfelf upon hU hand and 
knee, in which pofture he liftened to the reft of 
the fentence ; and then fprung upon his feet ia 
the utmoft aftonifhment, and glowing with le- 
fentment at the fame time, exclaimed Hell and 
the devil ! what's all that ? Sure you m^ke a jeft 
of me, madam/' " Pray, Sir, (&id Sophy) give 
me the hearing for a few moments, and dien urge 
what you ftiall think proper in your own defence/*' 
Having thus cautioned him, me proceeded i but 
before ihehad finiflied one hsdf of the peiforiiiance» 
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her gravity forfook her^ and flie was feized with 

a violent fit of laughter, in which neither of the 
lovers could help joining, notwithftanding the 
refentment which at that inftant prevailed in the 
breads of both. The judge, however, in a little 
time, refumed her foleninity, and having read 
the remaining part of this curious epiftle, all three 
continued fiaring at each other alternately for the 
fpace of' half a minute, and then broke forth at 
the fame inHant in another paroxifm of mirth. 
From this unanimous convulfion, one would have 
thought that both parties were extremely well 
pieafed with the joke i yet this u as by no means 
the cafe. 

Emilia imagined that notwithftanding his af- 
fe£ted furprize, her lover in fpite of himfelf had 

renewed the laugh at her expence, and in fo do- 
ing, applauded his own unmannerly ridicule. This 
fuppofition could not not fail ofraifing and reviv« 
ing her indignation, while Peregrine highly re- 
fented the iadignity with which he fuppofed him* 
itlf treated, in their attempting to make him the 
dupe of fuch a grofs and ludicrous artifice. This 
being the fituation of their thoughts, their mirth 
was fucceeded by a mutual gloominefs of afpe£i, 
and the judge addreiling herfelf to Mr* Pickle,, 
jifked if he had any thing to offer why fentence 
ihould not be pronounced, Madam, anfwered 
the culprit, I am forry to find myfelf fo low in 
the opinion of your coufm, as to be thought ca« 
pable of being deceived by fuch a fliallow con- 
trivance.'* Nay, Sir, faid Emily, the contri- 
vance is your own, and I cannot help admiring 
your confidence in imputing it to me." Upon 
my honour, Mifs Emily, refumed our hero, you 
wiong my underftaading as well as my love, in 

accufing 
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flccufing me of having written fuch a filly iinper-» 
tinent performance : the very appearance and ad« 

drefs of it is fo unlike the letter which I did my- 
felf the honour to write, that i dare fay my man^ 
even at this diftance of time, will remember the 
difference." So faying, he extended his voice, 
and beckoned to Pipes,^ who immediately drew 
near. . His miftrefs feemed to objed to the evt^ 
dence, by obferving that to be fure Mr. Pipes^ 
had his cue ; when Peregrine begging flic would 
fpare him the mortification of coniidering him ifi 
fuch a difhonourable light, defired his valet to 
examine the outfide of the letter, and rccolledt 
if it was the fame which he had delivered to Mi& 
Gauntlet about two years ago. Pipes having 
taken a fuperficial view of it, pulled up hm 
breeches, faying, Mayh. p it is, but we have 
made fo many trips^ and been in fo many creek» 
and corners.fmce that time, that I can't preteni 
to be certain 5 for I neither keep journal nur log- 
book of our proceedings/' Emilia commended 
him for his candour, at the fame darting a farcaft c 
look at his mafler, as if ihe thought he bad tam- 
pered with his fervant'i integrity in vain ; and Pe- 
regrine began to rave and curfe his fate for hav- 
ing fubje£ted him to fuch mean fufpicion, atteft- 
jng heaven and earth in the moft earned manner, 
that far from having compofed and conveyed that 
fiupid productions he had never feen it before, 
nor been privy to the leaft circumftaoce of the 
plan. 

Pipes, now for the firft time, perceived the 
mifchief which he had* occaiioned, and moved 
with the tranfports of his mafter, for whom he 
had a moft inviolable attachment, frankly de- 
clared he. Wds ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle 
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had no hand in the letter which he delivered. 

All three were amazed at this confeflion, the 
meaning of which they could not comprehend i 
aud Peregrine after ibme paufe» leaped upon Pipesy 
and feizing him by the throat, exclaimed in an 
extafy of rage, " Rafcal ! tell me this inftaht 
what became of the letter I intruded to your 
care/' The patient valet, half ftrangled as he 
was, fquirted a colle^iion of tobacco juice out of 
one corner of his mouth, and with great delibe- 
ration replied, Why burnt it, you wouldn't 
have me give the young woman a thing that 
fliook all in the wind in tatters, would you 
The ladies interpofed in behalf of the difirefTed 
fquire, from whom, by dint of queftions which 
he had neither art nor inclination to evade, they 
extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Such ridiculous fimplicity and innocence of in^^ 
tention appeared in the compofition of his expe- 
dient, that even the remembrance of all the cha- 
grin which it had produced, could not roufe their 
indignation, or enable them to refift a third erup- 
tion of laughter which they forthwith underwent. 

Pipes was difmifTed with many menacing in- 
jun£lions, to beware of fuch condu^ for the fu« 
ture ; Emilia ftood with a confufion of joy and 
tendernefs in her countenance; Peregrine's eyes 
kindled into rapture, and when Mifs Sophy pro- 
nounced the fentence of reconciliation, advanced 
to his miftrefs, faying, Truth is mighty, and 
will prevail i'* then clafping her in his arms, very 
impudently raviilied a Kifsj which flie had not 
power to refufe. Nay, fuch was the impulfe of 
his joy, that he took the fame freedom with the 
lips of Sophy, calling her his kind mediatrix and 
guardian angel, and behaved with fuch extrava* 
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gaace of tranfport, as plainly evinced the fervour 
and fincericy of his love. 

I ihaU not pretend to repeat the tender protef^ 
tations that were uttered on one fide, or defcribe 
the bewitching glances of approbation with which 
they were received on the other $ fuffice it toi 
fey, that the endearing intimacy of their former 
connexion was inftantly renewed, and Sophyn 
who congratulated them upon the happy tennis 
nation of their quarrel^ favoured with their iiiu« 
tual confidence. In confequence of this happy 
pacification, they deliberated upon the means of 
feeing each other often.; and as he could not 
without fome previous introdudion vifit her 
openly at the houfe of her relation, they agreed 
to meet every afternoon in the park till the next 
afiembly, at which he would folicit her as a part« 
ner, and fhe be unengaged, in expeftation of 
his requeft. By this connexion he would be in«^ 
titled to vifit her next day> and thus an avowed 
correfpoftdence would of courfe commence. This^ 
plan was actually put in execution, and attended 
with a drcumftance which had well nigh pro-^ 
duced fome mifchtevous confequence, had not Pe« 
regrine's good fortune been fupeiior to his difcre- 
tioxu 

CHAP. XXVII. 

lis atcbiivn an adventure at ihi ajfmbhf^ and 
quarrels with his govern^. 

/t T the af&mbly, were no fewer than three 
gentlemen of fortune, who rivalled our 
lover in his paffion for Emilia, and who had fe« 
veraUy begged the honour of dancing with her 
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upon that occafion. She had excufed hei felf to 
each, on pretence of a flight indifpofition that (he 
forefaw would detain her from the ball, and de- 
fired they would provide themfelves with other 
partners. Obliged to admit her excufe, they ac- 
cordingly followed her advice; and after the^ 
bad engaged themfelves beyond the power of re- 
tradung, had the mortification to fee her there 
t^nclaimed. 

They in their turns made up to her, and ex- 
prefTed their furprize and concern at finding her 
in the aflembly unprovided^ after flie had declined 
their invitation ; but (he told them that her cold 

had forfaken her fincefhe had the pleafure of fee- 
ing them, and that flie would rely upon accident 
for a partner. Juft as (he pronounced thefe words 
to the lall of the three, Peregrine advanced as aa 
iitter ftranger, bowed with great refpe£l, told her 
he underftood (he was difengaged, and would 
think himfelf highly honoured in being accepted 
as her partner for the night i and had the good 
fortune to fucceed in his apph'cation. 

As they were by far the handfomeft and beft 
accoiiipliflicd couple in tlic ruorn, they could not 
f .11 of attracting the notice and admiration of the 
fpeflators, which inflamed the jealoufy of his 
three competitor?, who immediately entered into 
a confpiracy againft this gauJy ftrarger, whom 
as their rivals they refolved to affront in pul lick. 
Purfuant to the plan which they projected for this 
purpoic, the firft councry-dance was no fooncr 
conchided, than one of ti em with his partner 
took place of Peregrine and his mitirefs> contrary 
to the regulations cf the ball. Our lover imput- 
ing this behaviour to inadvertency, informed the 

fientlemaa of his miltake, and civilly defired he 

would 
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would re&ify his error. The other told him, in 

an imperious tone, that he wanted none of his 
advice^ and bad him mind his own affairs. Pe- 
regrine anfwered with fome warmth^ and infified 
upon his right; a difpute commenced, high words 
enfued, in the courfe of which, oui impetuous 
youth hearing himfelf reviled with the appellation 
of icoundrel^ pulled off his antagonift^s periwig, 
and flung it in his face. The ladies immediately 
ihriek'd, the gentlemen interpofed^ Emilia was 
feized with a fit of trembling, and condu£led to 
her feat by her youthful admirer, who begged 
pardon for having difcompofed her, and vindi- 
cated what he had <loney by reprefenting the ne- 
eeffity he was under to refent the provocation he 
had received. 

Though file could not help owning the juflice 
of his plea, flie was not the leis concerned at the 
dangerous fituation in which he had involved 
himfelf, and in the utmoft confternation and 
anxiety, iniifted upon going dire£liy home : he 
could not refift her importunities, and her coufin 
being determined to accompany her, he cfcorted 
them to their lodgings, where he wifhed them 
good night, after having, in order to quiet their 
apprehenfions, protefted that if his opponent was 
fadshed, he fliould never take any itep towards 
the profecution of the quarrel. Mean while the 
affembly-room became a fcene of tumultand Uj-. 
roar ; the perfon who conceived himfelf injured, 
feeing Peregrine retire, ftru^led with his com«* 
panions who with-held him, in order to purfue and 
take fatisfadlion of our hero, whom he loaded 
with terms of abufe, and challenged to fmgle 
combat* 
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The dire&or of the ball held a confultation 
with all the fubfcriben who were prefent, and it 

was determined by a majority of votes, that the 
two gentlemen who had occafioned the difturb* 
ance, fhould be defired to withdraw. This refo* 
lution being fignified to one of the parties then 
prefcnt, be made fome difficulty of complying, 
but was perfuaded to fubmit by his two confede* 
rates, who accompanied him to the ftreet-door» 
where he was met by Peregrine oa his return to 
the aflembly. 

This choleric gentleman, who was a country 
fquire, no fooner faw his rival, than he began to 
brandiih his cudgel in a menacing pofture, when 
cur adventurous youth fteppingback with one foot, 
laid his hand upon the hilt of his fword, which he 
drew half way out of the fcabbard. This attitude, 
and the fight of the blade which glittencd by 
moonlight in his face, checked in fome fort, the 
iirdour of his affailant, who defired he would lay 
afide his toafter» and take a bout with him at 
equal arms.' Peregrine, who was an expert 
cudgel-player, accepted the invitation, and ex- 
changing weapons with Pipes who flood behind 
him, put himfelf in a poilure of defence, and 
received the attack of his advcrfary, who. firuck 
at random without either fkill oroeconomy* Pfc- 
kle could have beaten the cudgel out of his hand 
»t the firft Uow, but as in that cafe he would 
have been obliged in honour to give imme<« 

diate quarter, he refolved to difciphne his anta- 
goniit without endeavouring to difable him until 
his ihould be heartily fatisfied with the vengeance, 
be bad taken. With this view he returned the 
falute, and raifed fuch a clatter about the fquixe's. 
pate, that one who had heard without feeing the 
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application, would have miftaken the found for 
that of a falt-boxy in the hand of a dext'rous 
Merry Andrew, belonging to one of the booths at 
Bartholomew Fair. Neither was this falutation 
confined to his head i his fhoulders, arms, thighs, 
ancles and ribs, were villted with amazmg rapi« 
dity, whileTom Pipes founded the charge through 
his fift. Peregrine tired with this exercife, which 
bad almoft bereft his enemy of fenfation, at laft 
firuckthe decilive blow, in confequence of which^ 
the fquire's weapon flew out of his grafp, and he 
allowed our hero to be the better man. Satisfied 
with this acknowledgment, the vidor walked up 
ftahrs with fuch elevation of (pirits and infolence 
of mein, that no body chofe to intimate the re- 
folutton which had been takeii in his abfence, and 
having amufed faimfelf for fome time in beholding 
the country dances, he retreated to his lodging, 
where he indulged himfelf all night in the con* 
templation of his own fuccefs* 

Next day in the forenoon he went to vifit his 
partner, and the gentleman at whofe houfe (he 
lived, having been informed of his family and 
condition, received him with great courtefy, a» 
the acquaintance of his coufin Gauntlet, and in- 
vited him to dinner that fame day. 

Emilia was remarkably well pleafed, wlien (he 
underftood the iflue of his adventure, which be- 
gan to make fome noife in town, even though it 
deprived her of a wealthy admirer ; for the fquire 
having confulted an attorney about the nature of 
the difpute, in hopes of being able to profecute 
Peregrine for an aflault, and finding little encoui- 
cagement to go to law, refolved to pocket the 
iofult and injury he had undergone, and to dif^^ 
g contintte 
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continue his addreiTes Co her who was the caufe 
of both* 

Our lover being told by his miftrefs that fiie 
propofed to ftay a fortnight longer at Windfor> 
determined to enjoy her company all that time,^ 
and then to give her a convoy to the houfe of her 
mother, whom he longed to ke. In confequence 
of this plan, every day contrived lome frefti 
party of pleafure for the ladies, to whom be had 
by this time free accefs i and intangled himfelf fa 
much in the fnares of love, that he feemed quite 
enchanted by Emilia's charms, which were now 
indeed almoft irrefiftible. While he thus heed- 
kfsly roved in the flowery paths of pleafure, his 
governor at Oxford alarmed at the unufual dura^ 
tion of his abfence, went to the young gentlemen 
who had accompanied him in his cxcurfion, and 
very earneftly intreated them to tell him what 
they knew concerning his pupil ; they accordingly 
gave him an account of the rencounter that hap- 
pened between Peregrine and Mifs Emily Gaunt- 
let in the caflle, and mentioned circumftances 
fufficient to convince him that bis charge was very 
dangeroufly engaged. 

Far from having an authority over Peregrine, 
Mr. Joker durft not even difoblige bim^ and 
therefore, inftead of writing to the commodore, 
he took horfe inimediatelv, and that fame night 
reached Winder, where he found his ft ray {heep 
very much furprifed at his unexpe&ed arrival. 

The governor defiring to have fume ferious 
converfation with him, they (hut tbemfeives up 
in an apartment, when Joker with great foiem- 
nity, communicated the caufe of his journey, 
which Was no other than his concern for his pu- 
pil s welfare! and very gravely undertook to 

prove 
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prove by mathematical demonftration, that this 
intrigue, if further purfued, would tend to the 
young gentleman's ruin and difgrace. This fin- 
gular propofition raifed the curiofity of Peregrine^ 
1/yho promifed to yield all manner of attention^ 
and defired him to begia without further pream«- 
ble. 

The governor^ encouraged by this appearance 
of candour, exprefied his fatisfadion iil finding 
him fo open to convi<3:ion> and told him he 
would proceed upon geometrical principles. Then 
hemming thrice, obferved, that no mathematical 
inquiries could be carried on, except upon certain 
data^ or conceffions to truths, that were felf- 
evidenti and therefore he mufl: crave his allent 
to a few axioms, which he was fure Mr. Pickle 
would fee no reafon to difpute. In the firft 
place then (faid he) you will grant, I hope, that 
youth and difcretion are with xtfyedi to each 
other as two parallel lines, which though infi* 
nitely produced, remain ftili equi-diilant, and 
will never coincide : then you muft allow that 
paflion a£ls upon the human mind, in a ratio 
compounded .of the acutenefs of fenfe, and con- 
ftitutional heat : and thirdly, you will not deny 
that the angle of remorfe is equal to that of pre* 
cipitation. Thefe pojlulata being admitted^ 
(added he, taking paper, pen and ink, and draw- 
ing a parallelogram) let youth be repreientcd by 
the right line by and difcretion by another rigixt 
line r, parallel to ihc former. Complcat the 
par lltiogram <?, r, dj and let the p- int of in* 
teifci^ion, by reprefent perdition. Let paifion^ 
reprefcnted under the letter have a motion in- 
the diredtion a. At the f imc time, let another 

moiiLon be communicated to ic^ in the ^ixcSCioa 
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f , dy it will proceed in the diagonal and 

defcribe it in the fame time that it would have 
defer ibed the fide by the Hrft motion, or 
the fide Cy dy by the feoond. To imderftand 
the demonftration of this corollary, we mull 
premife this obvious principle^ that when a body 
is aiSed upon by a motion or power parallel to a 
right line given in pofitiont this power, or mo- 
tion, has no efFeft to caufe the body to approach 
towards that line^ or recede from it, but tm 
move in a line parallel to a right line only ; as 
appears from the fecond law of motion : there- 
fore Cy Qy being parallel to dy by* — — 

His pupil having liftened to him thus hr^ 
could contain himfelf no longer, but interrupted 
the invcftigacion with a loud laugh, and told him 
that his poftulata put him in mind of a certain 
karned and ingenious gentleman, who under- 
took to dlfprove the exifkence of natural evil, 
and aiked no other datum on which to found his 
demonflration^ but an acknowledgment that evirj 
thing that isy is right. You may therefore 
(faid he, in a peremptory tone) fpare yourfelf 
the trouble of torturing your invention; for, 
after all, I am pretty certain that I fhall want 
capacity to comprehend the difcuflion of your 
lemma, and confequently be obliged to refufe 
my affent to your dedudion* 

Mr. Jolter was difconcerted at this declaration^ 
and fo much offended at Peregrine*s difrefpedl, 
that he could not help exprei&ng his difpleafure^ 
by telling him flatly^ that he was too violent and 
headftrong to be reclaimed by reafon and gentle 
means ; that he (the tutor) muft be obliged in 
the diicharge of his duty and confcience, to in* 
form the commodoreof his nephew's imprudellce i 

that 
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that if the laws of this realm wei^e e£FeduaU they 
would lake a^nizance of the gipiy who had led 
him aftray ; and obferved, by way of contraft^ 

that if fuch a prepofterous intrigue had happened 
in France, ihe would have been dapt up in a 
convent two years ago. 

Our lover's eyes kindled with indignation, 
when he heard his miftrefs treated with fuch ir- 
reverence; he could fcarce refrain frominflid- 
ing manual chaftifement on the blafphemer, 
whom he reproached in his wrath as an arrogant 
pedant, without either delicacy or fenfc, and cau- 
tioned him againft ufmg any fuch impertinent 
freedoms with his afFairs for the future, on pain 
of incurring more fevere effe£ls of his refent* 
mcnt. 

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high no* 
tions of that veneration to which he thought 
himfelf intitled by his character and qualiiicar 
tions, had not bore without repining, his want of 
influence and authority over his pupil, againft 
whom he chcrilhed a particular grudge, ever 
fince the adventure of the painted eye ; and 
therefore, on this occafion, his politic forbear* 
ance had been overcome by the accumulated mo* 
tives of his difguft. Indeed he would have re- 
figned his charge with difdain, had not he been 
encouraged to perfevere, by the hopes of a good 
living which Trunnion had in his gift, or known 
bow to difpofe of himfelf for the prefenl to better 
advantage. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII- 



He reciivis a letter from bt$ aunty breaks with the 
commdore^ md difoblige$ the lieutenant^ why. 
neverthelefsy undertakes his caufe. 

MEAN while be quitted the youth in 
high dudgeon, and that fame evening 
dilpatched a letter for Mrs. Trunnion, which 
was dictated by the firft tranfports of his paflion^ 
and of courfe replete with fevere animadverfion» 
gn the mifconduft of his pupil. 

In confequcncc of this complaint, it was not 
long before Peregrine received an epiftle from 
his aunt, wherein {he commemorated aU the cir- 
cunaftances of the commodore's benevolence to- 
wards him, when he was helpiefs and forlorn, 
deferted and abandoned by his own parents, up* 
braided him for his mifDLhaviour and negle£l of 
bis tutor's advice, and infifted upon his breaking 
ofF all intercourfe with that girl who had feduccd- 
his youth, as he valued the continuance of her 
affeftion and her hufband's regard. 

As our lover's own ideas of gcnerofity were 
extremely refined, he was ihocked at the inde- 
licate infinuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and felt 
all the pangs of an ingenuous mind, that labours 
under obligations to a perfon whom it contemns i 
far from obeying her injun<ftion, or humbling 
himfelf by a fubmiflive anfwer to her reprehen- 
fion, his refentment buoyed him up above every 
ieliifli confideration ; he refolved to attach him* 
felf to Emilia, if poffible, more than ever ; and 
although he was tempted to punifli the officiouf- 
nefs of Joitcr, by recriminating upon his life and 

GOOr 
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converfation, he generoufly withftood the ioH 
pulfe of bis pafiion, becaufe he knew that hi$ 
governor had no other dependance than the good 
opinion of the commodore. He could not, 
however, digeft in filence the fevere expoilula«» 
tions of his aunt ; to which he replied by ih^ 
following letter, addreiTed to her hufband. 

S I R, 

TH O' my temper could never ftoop to of- 
fer, nor, I believe, your difpofitlon deign 
to receive that grofs incenfe which the illiberal 
only expe(S):, and none but the bafc-minded con- 
defcend to pay > my fentiments have always done 
juftice to your g^neroiltyy and my intention fcru* 
pukmfly adberdi to the dilates of my duty^ 
Confcious of this integrity of heart, I cannot 
but feverely feel your lady's unkind (I will not 
call it ungenerous) recapitulation of the fovoura 
I have received ; and as I take it for granted* 
that you knew and approved of her letter, I muft 
beg leave to aflure you^ that far from being 
fwayed by menaces and reproach, X am deters 
mined to embrace the moft abje£t extremity of 
fortune, rather than fubmit to fuch di0ionourable 
compuifion. When I am treated in a more 3e« 
Jicate and refpe£lful manner, I hope I fliall be* 
have as becomes^ 

S I 

Your obliged 
P. PiCKIiB/* 

The commodore, who did not utidefftand 

thofe nice diftindions of behaviour, zn/i dreaded 

the confequence of Peregrine's amour, againft 

which 
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which he was ftrangeljr prepoflefTed, was ex« 
aiperatcd at the infolence and obftinacy of this 

adopted fon ; to whofe cpiftle he wrote the fol- 
lowing anfwer, which was tranfinkted by the 
hands of Hatchway, who had orders to bring the 

delinquent along with htm to the garifon. 

Heark ye^ child, 

YOU need not bring your fine fpeeches to 
bear upon me. You only expend your 
ammunition to no purpofe. Your aunt cold you 
nothing but truth ; for it is always fair and ho- 
neft to be above board, d'ye fee. I am informed 
as how you are in cbace of a painted galley^ 
which will decoy you upon the flats of deftruc- 
tion, unlefs you keep a better look-out and a 
furer reckoning than you have hitherto done ; 
and I have fern Jack Hatchway to fee how the 
land liejb and warn you of your danger ; if ib 
be as you will put about (hip, and let him fteer 
you into this harbour, you (hall meet with a fafe 
birth and friendly reception $ but if you refiife 
to ahcr your courfe, you cannot expeA any (tir-* 
ther ai&^ance from yours, as you behave, 

Haws&h Tkunnion/*^ 

Peregrine was equally piqued and difconceited 

at the receit of this letter, which was quite dif- 
ferent from what he had expe&ed, and declared 
in a refolutc tone to the lieutenant, who brought 

it, that he might return as foon as he pleafed ; 
for he was determined to confult his own incU'* 

nation, and remain for fome time longer where 
he was« 

JHatch- 
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Hatchway endeavoured to perfuade him by all 

tiie arguments which his fagacity and friendfhip 
could fupply, to fliew a little more deference for 
the defire of the old man, who was by this time 
rendered fretful and peeviih by the gouty which 
now hindered him from enjoying himfelf as ufual, 
and who mighty in his paffion, take fome fiep 
very much to the detriment of the young gen- 
tleman, whom he had hitherto confidered as his 
own fon. Among other remonftrances. Jack 
obferved that mayhap Peregrine had got under 
Emilia's hatcheSf and did not choofe to fet her 
adrift ; and if that was the cafe, he himfelf would 
take charge of the veiTel, and fee her cargo fafeiy 
delivered ; for he had a refpeA for the young 
woman, and his needle pointed towards matri- 
mony ; and as, in all probability, (he could not 
be much the worfe for the weary he would make 
ihift to feud thro' life with her under an eafv 
fail 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions^ 
and having thanked him for this laft inftance of 
his coroplaifance, repeated his refolution of ad- 
hering to his firft purpofe. Hatchway having 
profited fo little by mild exhortations, aflumed a 
more peremptory afped, and plainly told him he 
neither could nor would go home without him ; 
fo he had beft make immediate preparation for 
the voyage. 

Peregrine made no other reply to this decla* 
ration than by a contemptuous fmi]e> and rofe 
Trom his feat in order to retire ; upon which the 
lieutenant ftarted up, and pofting himfelf by 
the door, protcfted with fomc menacing geftures, 
that he would not fuifer him to run a-head nei- 
ther* The otbery incenfed at his prefumption 

in 
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in attempting to detain him by force, tripped up 
his wooden legy and laid him on his back in a 
moment ; then walked deliberately towards the 
park, in order to indulge his refle£lion, which at 
that time teemed with difagreeable t)ioughts. He 
had not proceeded two hundred fteps, when he 
heard fomething blowing and flamping behind him ; 
and looking back, perceived the lieutenant at his 
heels, with rage and indignation in his coun* 
tenance. This exafperated feaman, impatient of 
the affront he had received, and forgetting all 
the circumftances of their former intimacy, ad- 
vanced with great eagernefs to his old friend^ 
faying, Look ye, brother, you're a faucy boy, 
and if you was at fea, I would have your arfe 
brought to the David for your difobedience ; but 
as we are on (hore, you and I muft crack a piftol 
at one another ; here is a brace, you fhall take 
which you pleafe/* 

Peregrine, upon recolle£lion, was forry for 
having been laid under the neceffity of difobliging 
honeft Jack, and very frankly afked his pardon 
for what he had done. But this condefcenfion 
was mifinterpreted by the other, who refufed any 
other fatisfa&ion but that which an officer ought 
to claim ; and, with fome irreverent expreffions, 
alked if Perry was afraid of his bacon. The 
youth, inflamed at this unjuft infinuation, darted 
a ferocious look at the challenger, told him he 
had paid but too much regard to his infirmities^ 
and bad him walk forward to the park, whecf 
he would foon convince him of his error, if he 
thought his conceffion proceeded from fear. 

About this time, they were overtaken by 
Pipes, who having heard the lieutenant^s fail, 
and fcen him pocket his piftols, fufpcaed that 
*** there 
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there was a quarrel in the cafe, ^nd followed 
him with a view of proted^ing his mafler. Pere-^ 
grine feeing him arrive, and guei&ng his inten- 
tion, affumed an air of ferenity, and pretending 
that he had left his handkerchief at the inn, or- 
dered his man to go thither and fetch it to him 
in the park, where he would find them at' his re- 
turn. This command was twice repeated be- 
fore Tom would take any other notice of tlie 
melTage, except by (haking his head : but being 
urged with many threats and curfesto obedience, 
he gave thefn to underftand that he knew their 
drift too well to truft them by themfelves. As 
for you, lieutenant Hatchway (faid he) I have 
been your fhip-mate, and know you to be a fai- 
lor, that's enough s and as for mailer, I iuiow 
htm to be as good a man as ever ftept betwixt 
ftem and ftern, whereby, if you have any thing 
to fay to him, I am your man, as the faying is« 
Here's my fapling, and I don't value your crackers 
of a rope's end/' This oration, the longeft that 
ever Pipes was known to make, he concluded 
with a flouri(h of his cudgel, and enforced with 
fuch determined refufals to leave them, that 
they found it impoflible to bring the caufe to 
mortal arbitrement at that time, and flrolled 
about the park in profound iilence; during 
which. Hatchway's indignation fubfiding, he all 
of a fudden thruft out his hand as an advance to 
reconciliation, which being cordially fhaken by 
Peregrine, a general pacification enfued ; and 
was followed by a confultation about the means 
of extricating the youth from his prefent per- 
plexity. Had his difpofition been like that of 
moft other young men, it would have been no 

difficult ufK to overcome hia dilficuUics but 

fuch 
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fuch was the obftinacy of his pride^ that he 

deemed himfelf beund in honour to refent the 
letters he had received $ andy inftead of Tub* 
mitting to the pleafure of the commodore^ ex« 
pefted an acknowledgment from him, without 
which he would iiiien to no terms of accommo* 
4ation. Had I been his own fon (faid he) I 
(hould have bore his reproof^ and fued for for* 
glvenefs ; but knowing myfelf to be on the 
footing of an orphan who depends entirely upon 
his bmevolence» I am jealous of every thing 
that can be conftrued into difrefpeft, and infift 
upon being treated with the moft punctual re- 
gard. I (hall now make application to my fa- 
ther, who is obliged to provide for me by the 
ties of nature, as well as the laws of the land ; 
and if he ihall refufe to do me juftice» I can 
never want employment while men are required 
for his majefty^s fervice.** 

The lieutenant) alarmed at this intimation^ 
begged he would take no new fiep^ until he 
(hould hear from him ; and that very evening 
fet out for the garifon, where he gave Trunnion 
an account of the mifcarriage of his negotiation^ 
told him how highly Peregrine was o^nded at 
the letter, communicated the young gentleman's 
fentiments and refolution ; and finally aflured 
him, that unlefs he (hould think proper to afk 
pardon for the offence he had committed, he 
would, in all appearance, never more behold 
the face of his godfon. 

The old commodore was utterly confounded 
at this piece of intelligence; he had expected 
all the humility of obedience and contrition from 
the young manj and inftead of that, received 
nothing but the moft indignant oppofition, and 

9vcn 
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even found hlmfelf in the predicament of an of* 
fender, obliged, to make atonemait* or forfeit 
aU correfpondence ivith his favoprite. Thefe 
infolent conditions at firft threw him into an 
agony of wrath, and he vented (txecrations with 
fuch rapidity, that he left hinitelf no time to 
breathe, and had almoft been fuffocated with his 
choler. He inveighed bitterly againft the ingra- 
titude of Peregrine, whom he mentioned with 
many opprobrious epitl^ts, and fwore that he 
ought to be keel-hauled for his prcfumption i 
but when he began to refleftmore coolly upoi\ 
the rpirit of the young gentleman, which had al« 
ready manifefted itfelf on many cccafions, and 
liftencd to the fuggeftions of Hatchway, whom 
he had always confidered as an oracle in his 
way, his refentment abated, and he determined 
to take Perry into favour again ; this placability 
being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative 
of our heroes intrepid behaviour at the afTemblv^ 
as well as m the conteft with him in the park. 
But ftill this plaguy amour occurred like a bug- 
bear to bis imagination i for he held it as an in- 
fallible maxim, that woman was an eternal fource 
of mifery to man. Indeed this apothegm he fcU 
dom repeated fmce his marriage, except in the 
company of a very few intimates, to whofe fe- 
crecy and difcretton he could truft. Finding 
Jack himfclf at a nonplus in the affair of Emilia, 
he confulted Mrs, Trunnion, who was equally 
furprifed and offended, when (he underftood that 
her letter did not produce the defirtd cffe(5i ; and 
after having imputed the youth's obflinacy to his 
uncle's unfeafonabie indulgence, had recouife to 
the advice of the parfon, who, flill with an eye 
to his friend's advantage, counfcUeJ them to fend 
. Vol. L L the 
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ihe young gentleman- on his travels, in the courfe 
of which ha wouMs in all psohMAtf, forget tfas 
amufements of his greener yeara. The propofal 
was judicious, and immediately approved, when 
Trunnion going into his clofet, after divers ef- 
forts, produced the following bttkt, widi wkidi 
Jack departed for Windfor that fame afternoon. 

My ^lod lad^ 

IF I gave ofFence in my laft letter, Pm forry 
for it, d'ye fee ; I thought it was tho likeiieft 
way to bring vou up ; but, in time te come, yott 
(hall have a larger fv^^ing of cable. When you 
can fpare time, I fliall be glad if you will make 
a Ihort trip9 and fee your aunt, and him who is 

Your loving godfather,, 
and humble fervant. 
Hawser Trunniqn* 

F. S« If you want money, you may draw up- 
on me payable at iight/* 



CHAP. XXIX. 

ilg bicomei melancbaly and d^fpeniknt ; is fuvQur^ 
with a eondifemling kti^r frm bis umUf 
conciles himfelf to his governar^ and fets out 
with Emilia and her friend fir MtSf G^UliUetV 

PEregrine, fortified as he was vi^ith pride and 
indignation, did not to f^el ffxwt^ 
ing luggeftions of his pi^nt iitu^on : after 
havmg lived fo long in an^ affluent and imperious 
inaiuierj he could ill bxQok th« t^ugh($ of fub- 
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ipitting to th^ mortifying e:!ageiAci«s of lifei 
all the gaudy ichemes of pomp and pleafure, 
which his luxuriant imagination had formed, be- 
gan to diilolve ; a train of mdaAcholy ideas took 
pofteHion of hia tboMghtf, and the prqTpe^t of 
lofmg Emilei was not the le^ft part of his afflic- « 
tion. Though he endeavoured to fupprefs the 
chagrin that j^reyed upon his he4rt, he could not 
conceal the difturbanc/e qf bis mind from the 
penetration of that amiable young lady, who 
(ympathized wi^ him in her heart, though ihe 
cmiU not give her tongue the liberty of aiking 
the caufe of his diforder ; for, notwithftanding 
all the ardour of his addrefles, he never could 
obtaia from her the declaration of a mutual 
ibnse ; bccauie, tho' he had hitherto treated her 
with the utnioft reverence of rcfpLdl:, he had ne- 
ver once mentioned tlie fiqal aim of his paffion ; 
and hoiKever honourable fte fuppofcd it to he^ 
(he had difcernment enough to forefee, that va* 
nity or intereft co-operating with the levity of 
. youth, mighx one day deprive her of her lover, 
and Aic was too proud to give him any handle of 
exulting at her expence ; fo that, ulihough he was 
received by her witJi the moftdiftinguiihed civility, 
aiiji even an intimacy of frieudOiip, all his foUi- 
stations could never extort from her an acknow- 
ledgment of love ; on the contrary, being of a 
gay difpofitiont fomctimes coquetted with 
other admirers, that his attention thus whetted 
might never abate, and that he might fee fbe 
had other refources, ki cafe he Ihould flagg in 
his af]fe£lion. 

This being the prudential plan on which (he 
acled, it cannot be fuppofed that fhe would con- 

Uel'cend to inquire into the ihtc of thoughts, • 

L a when 
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when (he faw him thus afFe£ted ; but flic, ne- 
vtrthelefs, impofed that taik on her couiin and 
confidante, who, as they walked together in the 
park, obferved that he feemed to be out of hu- 
mour. When this is the cafe, fuch a queftion 
generally increafes the difeafe; at leaft it had 
that efFcfl upon Peregrine, who replied fomewhat 
peevilhly,' I aflure you. Madam, you never 
was more miftaken in your obfervations." I 
think fo too (faid Emilia) for I never faw Mr. 
Pickle in higher fpiiits/' This ironical enco- 
fl)ium compleated his confufion ; he aftected to 
fmile, but it was a fmile of anguifli, and in his 
heart curfed the vivacity of both. He could not 
for his foul recolleft himfelf, fo as to utter one 
connected fentence i and the fufpicion that thejr 
cbferved every circumftance of his behaviour, 
threw fuch a damp on his fpirits^ that he was 
quite overwhelmed with ftiame and refentment, 
when Sophy caiting her eyes towards the gate, 
feid, " Yonder is your fcrvant, Mr. Pickle, with 
another man who feems to have a wooden leg/* 
Peregrine fiarted at this intelligence, and imme* 
diately underwent fundry changes of complexion, 
knowing that his fate, in a great meafure, de- 
pended upon th£ inforjnation he would receive 
from his friend. 

Hatchway advancing to the company, after a 
brace of fea-bows to the ladies, took the youth 
afide^ and put thi^ commodore's letter into his 
hand, whi^h threw him into fuch an agitation, 
that he could fcarce pronounce, Ladies, will 
you give me leave i And when, in confe* 

Sience of their permiffion, he attempted to opeil 
c billet, he fumbled with fuch manifeft diforder, 
t|»t bis nriftrcfe, whq watched bis motions, be- 

9fW 
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gan to think there was fomething very interefling 
in the meflage ; and fo much was flie aiFefted 
with his concern, that flie was fain to turn her 
head another way^ and wipe the tears frum her 
lovely eyes* 

Mean while. Peregrine no fooner read thefirft 
fentence, than his countenance, which before was 
overcaft wiib a deep gloom, began to be hghted 
up, and every feature unbending by degrees, he 
recovered his ierenity ; and having perulcd the 
letter, his eyes fparklmg with joy and gratitude, 
.he hugged the lieutenant in his arms, and pre* 
fented htm to the ladies as one of his beft friends. 
Jack met with a moft gracious reception, and 
Ihook Emilia by the hand, telling iKr, with the 
familiar appellation of old acquaintance^ that he 
did not care how foon he was niUiter of fuch aa* 
other clean-going frigate as herfelf. 

The whole company partook of this favour-* 
able change that evidently appeared in our lover^s 
recolleclion, and enlivened his converfation with 
fuch an uncommon ilow of fprightUnefs and good 
humour, as even made an impreilion on the iron 
countenance of Pipes himfelf, who aflually 
fmiled wiih fatistidion as he walked behnid 
them. 

The evenings being pretty far advanced, they 

direfted their courfe homeward ; and vvliile the 
valet attended Hatchway to the inn. Peregrine 
efcorted the ladies to their lodgings, where he 
owned thejuftnefsof Sophy's remark, in faying 
he was out of humour, and told them he had 
been extremely chagrined at a difference which 
happened between him and his uncle, to whom 
(by the letter which they had fcen him receive) 

he now found himfelf happily reconciled. 
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Having received their congratulations^ and de- 
clined (hying to fap with them^ on account of 

the longing defirc he had to converfc with his 
friend Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to 
the tnn, where Hatchway informed hinit)f every 
thing tiiat h^d happened in the garifon upon his 
reprefentations 5 and far from being difgurted, hie 
was perfectly well pleafcd with the profped: of 
going abroad, which flattered his vanity and am- 
bition, gratified his thirft after knowledge, and 
indulged that turn for obfervation, for which he 
had been remarkable frorm hh itooft tender years : 
neither did he believe a (hor^ abfente ^onld tend 
to the prejudice of his love, but, on the contrary, 
inhance the value of his heart, becaufe he ihould 
return better accomplifhed, ' and confequently a 

more welcome ofFerii^g to his m ftrefs. Elevated ' 
wiih thefe fentiments, his heart dilated with joy, 
and the iluices of his natural benevolence being 
opened by this happy turn of his affairs, he feift 
vjiij) compliments to Mr. Jolter, to whom he had 
not fpoken during a whole week, and dcfired 
hi: would favour IVlr. Hatchway and him with his 
company at fupper. ^ 

The governor was not weak enough to decline 
this invitation, in confequence of which he forth* 
with appeared, and was c&rdiaily welcomed by 

the relenting pupil, who exprefTed his forrow for 
the mifunderftanding which had prevailed be- 
tween tberti, and afltlred him, that for the future 
he would avoid giving him any juft caufe of 
complaint. Jolter, who did not want afFeillon?, 
was melted by this acknowledgment, which he 
could not have expefled, and earneftly protefted^ 
that his chief ftudy had always been^ ^^^^ ^^er 
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Qmild be, CO pfomote Mi. Pickle's imereft and* 
faappiiiefe. 

Th€ beft part of the night being fpcnt In the 
cifCulation of achearful glafs, the company broke 
up j and nexc morniiig Peregrine weot ouc^ with- 
A Yievtr ef makrng his imfirefr acquamted witb 
his uncle's intention of fending lum out of the 
kingdom for his improvement, and of faying every 
d)ing whtdi he thought necefiary for the intereft 
of his love. He found her at breakfaft with 
her couiin ; and as he was very full of the fubject 
of his vffit, bad fcaice fixed himfelf in his feat^ 
wh«fi he brought it tipon the carpet, by aflcing 
with a fmile, if the ladies bad any comn^ands for 
Paris f £fmlia at this queftion began to lUre> 
and her confidante defued to know wbo was- 
going thither ? He no fooner g i\ c them to un- 
deriland, that he himfelf intended in a ihort 
time to vifit that capital, than his mifirefs, with 
gteat precipitation^ wiihed him a good journey^ 
and affe6Jed to talk with indifference about the 
pieafures he would enjoy in France : but whca 
he ierioufly afiured Sophy, who afked if be was 
in carneft, rh. i his uncle actually infifted upon 
his wakiFig a £hort tiAjr, than the tears guihed m 
poor Emilia's eyes, and (he was at great pains ta 
conceal her concern, by obferving that the tea 
was io Icaluin*! hot, to make her eyes water.. 
This pretext was too ihiu lo impofe upon her 
lover, or even deceive the obfervation of her 
friend Sophy, who after breakfaft took an oppor-- 
tunity of quitting the room. 

Thus left by themfelves. Peregrine impartect 
to her what he had learnt of the commodore'^ 
intention, without, however, mentioning a fyl- . 
lable of bis being offended at their corrcfpon- 
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dence; and accompanied his information with 

fuch fervent vows oi ctcrniil conftancy, and fo- 
lemn promifcs of a fpeedy return, that Emil)^*s 
heart) which bad been invaded by a fufpicion, 
that this fcheme of travelling was the effe£t of 
her lover's inconftancy, began to be more at 
cafe ; and flic could not help fignifyiug her ap* 
probation of his defign. 

This afiair being amicably compromifed, he 
aflccd how foon fhe propofed to fct out for her 
mother s houfe ; and underftanding that her de« 
parture was fixed for next day but one, and 
thm her coufin Sophy intended to accompany 
her in her father's chariot) he repeated his in- 
.tention of attending her, and in the mean lime 
diii..ii]cd liis governor anJ the lieutenant to the 
gHifon» with his compliments to his aunt snd 
the commodore, and a faithful promife of his 
being with them in fix days at farthcft. 

T hefc previous meafurcs beinj taken, he, at^ 
tended by Pipes, fet out with the ladies \ and 
they had alfo a convoy for twelve miles from 
Sophy's father, who, at parting, recommended 
them pioufly to the care of ir*eregrine, wkh 
whom, by this time^ he was perfeiSy well ac- 
quainted. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

■ jTi^ry meet with a dreadful alarm on the road^ ar-* 
rive at their journey's end. Peregrine is inira^ 
duced to Emily*/ brother \ thefe two young gen-- 
ikmen m'tfundcrjland each other. Piclde dermis 
for the garifon^ 

AS they travelled at an eafy rate, they bad 
performed fomething more than one half 
of their journey, when they were benighted near 
an inn, at which they refolved to lodge ; the ac- 
commodation was very good, they fuppcd toge- 
ther with great mirth and enjoyment, and ic was- 
not till after he had been warned by the yawns of 
the ladies, that he cund.»cl«:J tlicm lo their apart- 
ment ^ and wilhing them good night, retired t'o> 
his own^ and went to reft. 

The houfe was crowded with* country people 
who had been at a neighbouring fair, and now 
regaled themfelves with ale and tobacco in this 
yard ; fo that their confideration^ which at any 
time was but flendcr, being now overwhehricd by 
this debauch, they flaggered in to their rei'pec* 
tive kennels, and left a lighted candle fticking to 
one of the wooden pillars that fupported the 
gallery. The flame \i\ a little time laid hold on 
the wood, which was as diy as tinder, and the 
whole gallery was on fire, when Peregrine fud- 
denly waked, aiid lounJ hlii^iclf almoft fuffo- 
ciitcd. He fp/ung up ia an inftanc, flipped on 
his breeches* and throwing open the door of his 
chamber, law the whole entrv in a blaze. 

Heavens ! \vh it were the emotions of his foul,. 

when, he beheld the volumes ut flame and fmoke 
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rolling towards the room where bis dear Emilia 
lay ! Regardlefs of his own danger, he darted 
himftif through the thickeft of the gloom, when 
knocking hard, and calling at the fame time to 
the ladies, with the moft anxious intreaty to be 
admitted ; the door was opened by Emilia in her 
fiiift, who afked with the utmofl: trepidation, 
what was the matter ? He niade no reply, but 
fnatching her up in his arms, like another iEneas, 
bore her through the flames to a place of fafety ; 
where leaving her, before fhe could recoIle6): her* 
fel, or pronounce one word, but Alas ! my 
coufm Sophy!** he flew back to the refcue of 
that young lady, and found her already delivered 
by Pipes, who having been alarmed by the fmell 
of fire, had got up, rulhed immediately to the 
chamber where he knew thefe companions lodg- 
ed, and (Emily bein J faved by her lover) brought 
olF Mtis Sophy, with the lofs of his own fhock* 
head of hair, which was finged off in his re- 
treat. 

By this time the whole inn was alarmed^ 
every lodger, as well as fervant, exerted him- 

felf, in order to flop the progrefs of this cala- 
mity ; and there being a well replenilhed horfe- 
pond in the yard, in lefs than an hour the fire 
was totally exiinguiftied, without having done 
any other damage than that of confuming about 
two yards of the wooden gallery. 

All this time our young gentleman clofely at- 
tended his fair charge, each of whom had fwoon- 
ed with apprehenfion ; but as their conftitutions 
were good, and their fpirits not cafily diUipated, 
when upon reflefHon they found themfelves and 
their company fafe, and that the flames were 
happily c^ue/iched, the tumult of their fears fub- 
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Ci(}ed, they put on their cloaths, recDvered their 

good humour, and began to rally each other on 
the Irim in which they had been fecured. Soph/ 
oUerved, that now Mr. Piclcie had an indifputabie 
claim to her coufin's afFcdion ; and therefore flie 
ought to lay afide all afieded reierve for the fu- 
turc^ and firankly avow the ftntiments of her 
heart, Emily retorted the argument, putting, 
-her in mind, that by the fame claim Mr. Pipes 
was intitled to the like return from hen Her 
friend admitted the force of the conclufion, pro^ 
vided (he could not find means of fatisfying her 
deliverer in another ihape^ and turning to the 
valety who happened to be prefent«i aiked if bis* 
heart was not otherwife engaged ! Tom, who^ 
did not conceive the meaning of the queftion^ 
ftood iilent according to ciiAom ^ and the intei*^ 
rogation being repeated, anfwered with a grin^^ 
•* Heart-whole as a bifcuit, 111 allure you, Mi- 
Hrefs.'' What ! (faid Emilia) have you never 
been in love, Thomas ? " " Yes, forfooth^ (rc- 
pOted the valet, without hefitation) fometimes of 
a morning/' Peregrine could not help laughing^, 
and his miiti^fs looked a little difconcerted at 
thb blunt repartee; while Sophy, flipping a purfe 
into his hand, told hicn there was fomethino to- 
purchafe a penwig. Tom having confultcd his- 
mafler's eyes, refufed the prefent, faying, N09. 
thank yc as much as if I did.*' And though ftie 
itififted upon his putting it in Jus pocket, as ac 
fmall teflimony of her gratitude, he could not 
be prevailed upon to avail himfelf of her gene-^ 
lofity ; but following her to the other end vi the 
room, tbruft it into her flecve without ceremony, 
exclaiming, I'li be damned to hell if I do." 
Peregrine having checked him for his boorifti 
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behaviour, fent him out of the room, and begged 
that Mifs Sophy would not endeavour to debauch, 
the morals of his fervant, who rough and un- 
cultivated as he was, had fenfc enough to per- 
ceive that he had no pretenfion to any fuch ac- 
knowledgment. But ihe argued with great ve- 
hemence, that fhe flioulJ never be able to make 
an acknowledgment adequate to the fervke be 
had done her, and that (be fhould never be pcr- 
fj<SlIy eafy in her own mind, until (he found 
fome opportunity of manifefting the fenfe fiie had 
of the obligation : I da not pretend (faid (he) 
to reward Mr,. Pipes ; but I fhall be abfolutel^ 
UiUiappy, unlefs I am allowed to give him fonri^ 
token of my regard." 

Peregrine thus earneftly foUicited, defired that 
fince (he was bent upon difpkying her generofity, 
fte would not beftow upon him any pecuniaiy 
gratification, but honour him wil:h. fome trinket^ 
36 a mark of confideration ; becaufe he himfelf 
had fuch a particular value for the fellow, on ac- 
count of his attachment and fiJelity, that he 
ibould be foFry to fee him treated on the footing 
of a common mercenary domeftick. 

There was not one jewel in the poflellion of' 
this grateful young lady, that (he would not have 
gladly given as a recompence, or badge of dK 
ftindtion, to her refcucr ; butliis mafter pitched 
upon a fcalring of no great value that hung at 
her watch; and Pipes being called in, bad peiv 
million to accept that teffimony of Mifs Sophy's, 
-favour. Tom received it accorJingly with furi- 
dry fcrapcs, and hivi«g killed it with great devo-- 
Jion, put it on hi'i little finger, and (trutted off, 
extremely proud of his ac(j.uifuion. 
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' EmiUa, with a mofl enchanting fweetnefs of 

afpe£t, told her lover, that he had infti udled her 
' how to behave towards him ; and taking a dia- 
mond ring from her finger, defired he would 
wear it for her fake. He received the pledge as 
became him, and prefented another in exchange, 
which ihe at &r& refufed^ alledging that it would 
deftroy the intent of her acknowledgment; but 
' peregrins afi'ured^ her, he had accepted her jewel, 
not as a proof of her gratitude^ but as the mark 
of ber lave.; and that if Ihe- refufed a mutual 
token, he fhould look upon himfelf as the obje6^ 
of her difdain. Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks 
' glowed with refentment at this impudent intima- 
tion, which (he conftdered as an unfeafonable ia- 
fult ; and the young gentleman perceiving her 
emotion, flood corre(^ed for his temerity, and 
alked paidon for the liberty of his. remonftrance^ 
which he hoped fhe would afcribe- to the preva- 
lence of that principle alone, which he had al- 
ways taken pride in avowing. 

Sophy feeing him difconcerted, interpofed in 
his behalf, and chid her coufin for having prac- 
tifed fuch unneceilary afied;ation| upon which 
Emilia, foftened into compliance^ held out her 
finger as a fignal of her condefccnfion. Pere- 
grine put on the ring with great eagernefs, 
mumbled her foft whkehand in an extafy, which 
would not allow him to confine hia embraces to 
that limb, but urged him to feize her by the 
waift, and fnateh a delicious kifs from her love- 
pouting lips ; nor would he leave her a butt to 
the ridicule of Sophy, on whofe mouth he in** 
ftantly committed a rape of the fame nature ^ fo 
that the two friends, countenanced by each 

Other, reprehended him. with fuch gcntlenefs of 
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offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, and the 
fervants of the inn on foot, he ordered &une cho^ 

cebiP^ fw bt^kfBJ&j and at the defite of the la- 
dies lent Pipes to fst the horfes fed, and tire cha- 
riot prepared, while he went io thehar> and diT- 
charged the bill. 

Thefe meafures being taken, Ihey fet out 
about five o'clock, and having refreihed them- 
felves and the'rr cattle at another inn on the road, 
durmg the heat of the day, they proceeded m 
the afternoon j and, without meeting with any 
other accident, 6^\y arrived at the phwe of 
rheir^^ifiaicion, v»h^ Mm* Gaiimlet eirprefibd 
her joy at feeing her old friend Mr. Pickle^whom, 
however, ihe kindly reproached for the long dif-^ 
cotitiniiance of his regard* Without explaining 
the caufe of that interruption, he protefted that 
his love and efleem bad never been difcontinned, 
and that for the future he fhould omit no cccaiion 
of teftifying bow tMdi he had ber friendfliip at 
heart. She then made him acquainted with her 
ion, who at that time was in the houfe, being 
excuibd from bis duty byfarlew. 

This young man, wbofe name was Godfrey, 
was about the age of twenty, of a middling fize, 
vigorous make, remarkably well (haped, and the 
(Cars of fhe fmail p^ir, of which he bore a good 
number, added a peculiar manlinefs to the air of 
his count nance. His capacity was good, and 
his difpoiition naturally frank and eafy ; but be 
bad been a feldier from his infancy, and his edu- 
cation was altogether in the military fUle. He 
looked upon tafte arxl letters as mecr pedantry, 
beneath, the oonfidecation of a gentleman, and 
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every civil flatlon of life as mean, when com- 
pared with the profeifion of arms. He had made 
great progr-efs in the gymnaftic fciences of dan- 
cing, fencing and riding, played perfedSly well 
on the German flute, and above all things va- 
lued himfelf upon a icrupulous obfervance of all 
the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he confidered themfelves 
upon equal footing, in all probability they would 
have immediately entered into a league of inti- 
macy and friendfbip ; but this fufEcient foldier 
looked upon his fifter^s admirer as a young ftu- 
dent raw from the univerfuy, and utterly igno- 
rant of mankind, while fquire Pickle beheld 
Godfrey in the light of a needy volunteer, 
greatly inferior to himfelf in fortune, as well as 
every other accomplifhment* This mutual mif- 
underftanding could not fail of producing ani- 
mofities. The very next day after Peregrine's ar- 
rival, fome fliarp repartees pafled between them^ 
in prefence of the ladies, before whom each en« 
deavoured to aflert his own fuperiority. Inthefe 
contefts our hero never failed of obtaining the 
vidory, becaufe his genius was more acute, and 
his talents better cultivated than thofe of his an- 
tagonift, who therefore took umbrage at his fuc- 
cefs, became jealous of his reputation, and be- 
gan to treat him with marks of fcorn and dif- 
refpecft. 

His After faw, ^d dreading the confequence 
of his ferocity, not only took him to ta(k in , 
private for his impolite behaviour, but alfo in- 
treated her lover to make allowances for the 
roughnefs of her brother's education. He kindly 
aflfured her, that whatever pains it might coft him 

to vanquilhhis own impetuous temper, he would 
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for her fake endure all the mortifications^ to 
which her brother's arrogance mightexpofehim j 

and aker having ftayed with her two days, and 
enjoyed feveral private interviews, during which 
he aded the part of a m oft pailionate lover, he 
took his leave of Mrs. Gauntlet over-r::-Iit, and 
told the young ladies he would call early next 
morning, to bid ihem farewel. He did not neg- 
Ie<^ this piece of duty, and found the two friends 
ail J brtakfaft already prepared in the parlour. 
All three being extrem'l^ly affcfled with the 
thoughts of parting, a molt pathetic filence fur 
fome time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end to 
it, by lamenting his fate, in being obliged to exile 
himfelf fo long from the dear objed: of his moll 
intcrefting wife i and begged with the moft ear- 
neft fupplications, that flie would now, in coir- 
fideration of the cruel abfence he mufc fufFer, 
give him the confolation which Ihe had hitherto 
rcfufed, namely, that of knowing he poflefled 
a place withia her heart. The confidante fe- 
conded his requeft, reprefenting that it was now 
no time to difguife her fentiments, when her 
lover was about to leave the kingdom, and might 
be in danger of contracting other connexions, 
unlefs he was confirmed in his conftancy, by 
knowing how far he could depend upon her love ; 
and in Ihort, (he was plied with fuch irrcfiftiblc 
importunili;:s, that fhe anfwered in the utmoft 
confufton, Tho' I have avoided literal ac- 
jknowledgments, methinks the circumfiances of 
my behaviour might have convinced Mr. Pickle, 
that I do not regard him as a common. acquain*- 
tance/' My charming Emily I] (cried the Im- 
patient lover, throwing himfelf at her feet) why 
will you deal out my hap^inefs in fuch fcanty 
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portions? Why will you thus mince the decla- 
ration which would overwhelm me with pleafure, 

and chear m/ lonely ruiicctlon, while I figh 
amid the folitude of reparation ? " His fair mi- 
flrefs, melted by this image, replied, with the 
tears gufliing from her eyes, " Vm afraid I fliall 
feel that feparation more feverely than you ima- 
gine/' Tranfported at this flatterifig confeffion, 
he prefTed her to his breafl-, and while her head 
reclined upon 1ms neck, mingled his tears with 
hers in great abundance, and breathed the moft 
tender vows of eternal fidelity. The gentle heart 
of Sophy could not bear this fcene unmoved) 
Ihe wept with fympathy, and encouraged the lo- 
vers to rcfign themfelves to the will of fate, an^ 
fupport their fpirits with the hope of meeting 
again on happier terms. Finally, after mutual 
pfomifes, exhortations and endearments. Pere- 
grine took his leave, his heart being fo full, that 
he could fcarce pronounce the word ** JMeu ! 
and mounting h's horfc the door, fet out with 
pipes for the garifon. 

CHAR XXXL 

Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Gauntlet, with 
wh^m he fights a duely and contra£ts an intimate 

fr'iendjbip. He arrives at the garifon^ and 
findi his mother as implacable as ever. He is 

infulted by his brother Gam,, whofe preceptor he 

di/ciplines with a borfe-mubip. 

IN order to expel the melancholy images that 
took pofieffion of his fancy, at parting Yrom 

his miftrefs, he called in the flattering ideas of 

tbofe pleafures he expe^ed to enjoy in France ; 
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and before he had rode ten milies, his imagination 
was elfedtually awiufed. 

While he thus pmfecute^ his trat^els by antici^ 
pation, and indulged himfelf rn all the infolence 
of hope, at the turning of a lane he was all of 
a fudden overtaken bv Ennlhi's brother on horfe- 
back, who told him lie was rrdmg the fame^y^ 
and lliould be glad of his tompany. 

This young gentianan, wnether prompted by 

per/bdal pique^ or a<!tuated wiih zeal tor Che 

honour of his family, had followed our hero> 
with a view of obliging him to explain the na- 
ture of his arrachmcnt to his fifter. Peregrine 
retomed his tofrrplmient with fach difdainftil ci- - 
vilitv, as gave him room to believe thai he fuf- 
fpeited his errand \ and therefore, without fur- 
ther preamble, he declared his bufinefs in tb^ 
words : ** Mr. Pickle, you have carried on A 
correfpondence with my fitter for fome time, 
and I (hould be glad to know the nature of it \ 
To this queflion out lovir rc{>Hcd, Sir, I 
fhould be glad to know what title you have to 
demand that fatisfadSlion ?'* " Sir, (anfwered 
the other) I <iQiMnd it in the capacity of a bro- 
ther, jealous of his own honour, as well as of 
his fifter^s reputation ; and if your intentions are 
honourable, you will not refute it/' Sir, (faid 
Peregrine) I am not at prefeht difpofed to appeal 
to your opinion for the ref^itude of my inten- 
tions ; and I think you aiTume a little too much 
importance, in pretendingto judge my coftdufd/* 
*^ Sir, (replied the foldier) I pretend to judge 
the conduci of every man who interferes with 
iny concerns, and even to chaftife him, if I 
think he aas amifs/' ^ Chaftife! (cried the 
youth, with indignation m his looks} fure you 
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dare not apply that term to me ?** You are 
miftaken (faid Godfrey) I dare do any thing that 
ixecbmes the charader of a gentleman/' Gen* 
tieman, God wot! ^replied the other, looking 
contemptuoufly at his equipage, which was none 
of the moft fupe^-b) a vet^ pretty gentleinan, 
tfuly ! " The foldiert wrath Was inflalned by 
this ironical repetition, the contempt of which 
his conicious poverty made him feel ; and he 
called his antlEigonift pr^fumptuous boy, infolent 
upftart, with other epithets, which Perry re- 
torted with great bitternefs : and a formal chal- 
lenge having pafied between them, they alighted 
at the firft inf)^ and Walked into the ne\t field, 
in order to decide their quarrel by the fword. 
Having pitched upon the fpot, helped to pull off 
each other's boots^ and laid afide their coats and 
waiftcoats, Mr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that 
he himfelt was looked upon in the army as an 
expert fwcnrdfrnan, and that if Mr. Pickle had 
not made that fcience bis particular ftudy, they 

fhould be upon a more equal footing in u[ip2 pi~ 
ftols. Peregrine was too much incenfe>i to thank ^ 
him for bis plain dealing, and too confident of 
his own (kin to rclifti the other's propofal, which 
he accordingly reje6led j and drawing his fword^ 
obferved, that were he to treat Mr. Gauntlet ac- 
cording to his deferts, he would order his roan to 
punifli his audacity with an horfc-whip. Exaf- 
perated at this expreffion, which he confidered 
as an indelible affront, he made no reply, but 
attacked his adverfary with equal ferocity and ad- 
drefs. The youth parried his firfl and fecond 
thruft, but received the third in the outfide of 
his fword arm. Though the wound was fupcr- 

fitial, he Wai tranfported with rage at fight of^ 

his- 
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hh own bloody, and returned the ailault with 
fuch fury and precipitation, that Gauntlet, loath 

to take advantage of his unguarded heat, ftooJ 
upon the defenfive ^ and in the fecond longe^ 
Percgrine^s weapon entering a kind of net^work 
in the fhell of Godfrey's fword, the blade 
fnapped in two, and left him at the mercy of the 
foldier, who, far from making an infolent ufe 
of the vi6lory he had gained, put up his Toledo 
with great deliberation, Jikc a man who had 
been ufed to that kind of rencounters, obferved 
that fuch a blade as Peregrine's was not to be 
trufted with a man's life, and advifing the owner 
to treat a gentleman in diftrefs with more refpeft 
for the future, flipped on his boots, and wiih 
fullen dignity of demeanour ftalked back to the 
inn. 

Though Pickle was extremely mortified at his 
mHcarriage in this ad\^enture, he was alfo ftruck 
with the behaviour of his antagonift, which af* 
feftcd him the more, as he underftooJ that God- 
frey's Jieru had proceeded from the jealous fen- 
fibility of a gendeman declined into the vale of 
misfortune. Gauntlet's valour and moderation 
induced him to put a favourable conilru(Slion on 
all thofe circumftances of that young foldier's 
condu6l, which before had given him difguft i 
and though in any other cafe he would have in- 
duftrioufly avoided the leaft appearance of fub* 
miffion» he followed his conqueror to the inir» 
with a view of thanking him for his generous for* 
bearance, and of folLciting his friendfliip and 
correfpondence. 

Godfrey had his foot in the ftirrup to mount* 
^"^|\ Peregrine coming up to him, defired he 
would defer bis departure foi a quarter of an 

hOUTs 
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hour, and favour him with a Jittle private con- 
verfation. The foldier, who miftook the mean* 
ing of the requeft, immediately quitted his horfe» 
and followed Pickle into a chamber, where he 
expected to find a brace of piftols loaded on the 
table ; but he was very agreeably deceived^ when 
our hero, in the moft refpedtful terms, acknow- 
ledged his noble deportment in the field, owned 
that till then he had mifunderftood his charader) 
and begged that he would honour him with his 
intimacy and corrcTpondence. 

Gauntlet, who had feen undoubted proofs of 
Peregrine's courage, which had coniiderably raifed 
him in his efteem, and had fenfe enough to per- 
ceive that this conceflion was not owing to any 
fordid or fmifter motive, embraced his offer with 
^emonftrattons of infinite fatisfa£tion ; and when 
he underftood the terms on which Mr. Pickle 
was with his filier, proffered his fervice in his 
turn^ either as agent, mediator, or confidant: 
nay, to give this new friend a convincing proof 
pf his fincerity, he difclofed to him a paUion 
which he had for fome time entertained for his 
coufin Mifs Sophy, though he durft not reveal 
his fentlments to her father, lefl he fhould be of- 
fended at his prefumption> and wuhdtaw his pro* 
ledion from the family. 

Peregrine's generous heart was wrung with 
anguifh, when he underftood that this young 
gentleman, who was the only fon of a diflin* 
' guifhed officer, had carried arms for the fpace 
of live years, without being able to obtain a Tub- 
al tern's commiflion, though be had always be** 
haved with remarkable regularity and fpirit, and 
acquired the friendfhip and efleem of all the of- 
ficers under whom he had fcrved* 

3 He 

Digitized by Google 



%gB The Adventures ef 

He would, at that tiatc:, vitb tb^ utmoft plea* 

fure, have ftiared his finaaces with him ; but as 
he would not ruB the riik Qf pSending^ the ywug^ 
f<ddier's delicacy of hQiiQUJC^ by a prfoiatare ex- 
ertion of his liheraUty, he refolved to infinuate 
l^iojlelf into an intimacy with him, before he 
would venture to take fucb freedam& > and with 
that view preffed Mr.Gawtlet tp accompany him 

to the garifon, where he did iK)t doubt of hav- 
ing ioflueace enough to make hioa a welcome 
gueft. Godfrey thanked him very courteoully for 
hi^ invitation, which he faid he could not imme- 
diately accept, but promifed if he would favour 
him with a Uttfit^ a^d fix the time at which be 
propofed to Xet out for France, he would endea- 
vour to vifit him at the commodore's habitation, 
and from thence ^ive him a convoy to Dover* 
This Qew treaty bemg fettled, j^isd a dpifil of liat 
with a fnip of plaifter applied tp qur adventurer*s 
wound, he parted from the brother of his dear 
Emilia, to whoo^ aad his friend Sophy be fent 
his kindeft wifties; and having lodged one night 
upon the road, arrived next day in the afternoon 
at the garifoa, where he found all hi§ friends in 
good healtbf and overjoyed at his r^eturiu 

The commodore, who was by this time turned 
of feventy, and altogctlicr crippled by the gout,, 

feldom weat abroad ; ^nd as hi^conve^fatiaa was 
not very entertaining, bad but little company 
within doors y fo that his fpirits muft have quite 
flagiiated, had oot they been kept in mption by 
the coover&tioh of Hatcbway, znd received %t 
diflfereat times an wbolefpme fillip from the dif- 
cipline of his fpoufe, who, by the force of pride, 
religion and Coniac, bad erecSed a moft terrible 
tyranny m the lipufe. There waa fiipb a quick 

circu- 
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circuJUtion of doinefticks in the family, that every 
futt of livery had been wocn by figures of all di- 
metifions: Trunnion blnublf bad Jong before 

this time yielded to the torrent of her arbitr^y 
iway i though not without divers obiiinate ef- 
forts to nuontaio ht$ liberty ; and nov« tliat be « 

was difabled by his iufirmities^ when he ufed to 
bis emprefs fmging the loud Orthyan fong 
9i»Qns tb« ferviants bdow, be would often in 
wblfperd communicate to tbie lieutenant, hints of 

what he would do if fo be be was not deprived of 
the ufe of his precious limbs. Hatchway was the 
only porfon whom the tcroffex oS Mrs. Trunnion 

rcfpected, either becaufc (he dreaded his ridicule, 
or looi;ed upon his perfon with the eyes of aiFec- 
tioa* This being tbe iituation of things in tbe 
garifon^ it is not to be doubted that tbe old gen- 
tleman highly enjoyed the prefence of Peregrine, 
who i^und means to ingratiate himli^ fo eftec- 
twtily with bis auntt that while be remained at 

home, ftie feemed to have exchanged the difpofi- 
tion of a tygreis, for that of a gentle Idd ; but^he 
found hi$ own mother as implaeabte^ and his fa* 
tbfir as much hen-pecked as even 

Gamaliel, who now very feldom enjoyed the 
converiation of bis old friend tbi& commQdore, 
bad fodie time ago entered into an amicable fo* 
ciety, confifting of the barber, apothecary, at- 
torney and exciieman of the parish, among whom 
he ufed to fpend the evening at Tunley^ and 
liften to their difputes upon pllilofophy and poli- 
ticks, with great coliifort and edification, while 
his fovereign lady domixieered at home a$ uCual, 
viiited with great pomp in the neighbourbood^ 
and employed her chief care in the education of 

her diwrling fon Qam> wiio was now in the fu- 

teenth 
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tccnth year of his age, and fo remarkable for his 
perverfe difpofitian, that in fpite of his mother's 
influence and authority, he was not only hated, 
but alfo defpifed both at home and abroad. She 
had put him under the tuition of the curate who 
lived in the family^ and was obliged to attend him 
in all his exercifes and excurfions. This governor 
was a low bred fellow, who had neither experi- 
ence nor ingenuity, but poflefled a large fund of 
adulation and fervile complaifance, by which he 
had gained the good graces of Mrs. Pickle, and 
prefided over all her deliberations in the fame 
manner as his fuperior managed thofe of Mrs* 
Trunnion* 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
his pupil, who, as I have already obferved, was 
odious to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs and broken their inclofures, and on account 
of his hump, diftinguifhed by the title of my 
k>rd ; when in a narrow lane jlhey chanced to 
meet Peregrine on horfeback. 

The young fquire no fooncr perceived his elder 
brother, for whom he had been inltru£ted to en- 
tertain the moft inveterate grudge, than he re- 
folved to infuit him en pojfant^ and aduaiiy rode 
againft him full gallop. Our hero gueffing his aim, 
fixed himfelf in his flirrups, and by a dexterous 
management of the reins, avoided the flsock in 
foch a manner, as that their legs only fhould en- 
counter, by which means my lord was tilted out 
of his faddle, and iKi a twinkling laid fprawling in 
the dirt. The governor enraged at the difgrace 
of hfs charge, advanced with great infolence and 
fury, and ftruck at Peregrine with his whip. No- 
thing could be more agreeable to our young gen- 
tleman than this aflault, which furnifhed him 

with 
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with an opportunity of chaftiiing an officious 
wretcbywhofe petulance and mafice he bad longed 
to punifh. He therefore, fpurring up his horfe 
towards his antagonift, overthrew him in the 
middle of a hedge and before he had time to 
recoUedFhimfelf from the confufton of the fall^ 
ah'ghted in a trice, and exerdfed his horfe-whip 
with fuch agility about the curate's face and ears» 
that he was fain to proftrate faimfelf before his 
enraged conqueror, and implore his forbearance 
in the moft abject terms. While Peregrine was 
thus employed^ his brother Gam bad made (hift 
to rife, and attack him in the rear ; for wtHch. 
reafon, when the tutor was quelled, the viftor 
&ced about, fnatched the weapon out of his 
hand, and having broken it to pieces, remounted^ 
his horfe, and rode ofF, without deigning to ho- 
nour him with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned pro« 
duced infinite clamour againft the conqueror, who 
was reprefented as a ruffian who had lain in am- 
bufh to make away with his brother, in whofe. 
defence the curate was faid to have received thofe 
cruel ftripes, that hindered him from appearing 
for three whole weei^s in the performance of his 
duty at church. 

Complaints were made to the commodore, wha 
having inquired into the clrcumftances of the af- 
fair, approved of what his nephew had done ; 
adding, with many oaths, that^ [ifrovided Pere- 
grine had been out of the fcrape, he wilhed Crook- 
back had broke his neck in the falL 

Voi. I. ' M CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXiL 



projeSfs a plan revenge^ which is executed 
ugainji the curati^ 



UR hero, exafperated at the villainy of the 



curate, in the treacherous mifreprefentation 
(le had made of this rencountery determined to 
pradife upon him a method of revenge^ which 
Ihould be not only effedtualj but alfo unattended 
with any bad confequence to himfelf. For this 
purpofe h9 and Hatdiway » to whom he imparted 
his plan, went to the alehoufe one evening, and 
called for an empty roonit Icnowing there was 
no other but that which they had chofen for the 
fcene of adion. This apartment was a fort of a 
parlour that fronted the kitchen, with a window 
towards the yard i where, after they had 4at 
Ibme time) the lieutenant found means to amuie 
the Ismdlord in difcourfe, while Per^rtne ftep- 
ping out into the yard, by the talent of mimickry, 
which he polTeffed in a furprifmg degree, coun- 
terfeited a dialogue beteen the curate and Tun* 
ley's wife ; which reaching the ears of the pub- 
lican, for whofe hearing it was calculated, in* 
flamed his naturally jealous dilpofition to fuch a 
degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, 
but made an hundred efforts to quit the room ; 
while the lieutenant, fmoaking his pipe with great 
gravity, as if he neither heard what pafled, nor 
took notice of the landlord's diforder, detained 
him on the fpot by a fucceffiop of queftions 
which he could not refufe to anfwer; though he 
flood fweating with agony all the time, ftretching 
ius neck every inftant towards the window thro* 

which 
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ivhich the voices were conveyed, fcratching his 
head, and exhibiting fundry other fymptoms of 
impatience and agitation. At length, the fup- 
pofed converfation came to fuch a pitch of amo* 
rous complaifancet that the hufband, quite frantic 
with his imaginary difgrace, ruflied out at the 
door, crying, *^ Coming, Sir.'* But, as he was 
obliged to make a circuit round one half of the 
houie. Peregrine had got in by the window^ be* 
fore Tunky arrived in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence be had 
received^ he ran diredly to the barn, in expe£i:a« 
tion of making fome very extraordinary difco- 
very; and having employed fome minutes in 
rummaging the Araw to no purpofe, returned in 
a fiate of diftra£lion to the kitchen, juft as his 
wife chanced to enter at the other door. The 
circumftance of her appearance confirmed himi 
in the opinion, that the deed was done ; but as 
the difeafe of being hen-peck'd was epidemic in 
the parifh, he durft not cxprefs the lead hint of 
jiis uneailnefs to her, but refolved to take ven^ 
geance on the libidinous prieft, who, he ima** 
gined, had corrupted the chaftity of his fpoufe. 

The two confederates, in order to be certi- 
fied that their fcheme had taken ef(e6l, as well 
a$ to blow up the flame which they had kindled^ 
called for Tunley, in whole countenance they 
could eafity difcern lijs confufion ; and Peregrine 
defuing him to iit down and drink a glafs with 
them, began to interrogate him about his family, 
and among other things, afked him how long he 
Iiad been married to that handfome wife i This 
queftion, which was put with an arch fignificance 
of look, alarmed the publican, who began to 
f^i tbati^ickle had overheard hisdiihonour 1 and 

'Ma thitf 
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this fufpicion was not at removed, when the 
lieutenant, with a fly regard, pronounced, Tun- 
ley » wan't you noofed by the curate i " Yesj I 
vas," (replied the landlord, with an eagemefa 
and perplexity of tone, as if he thought the lieu- 
tenant knew, that thereby bangs a taUi) and 
Hatchway fupported this fufpicion, by anfwering, 
** Nay, as for that matter, the curate may be a 
very fufficient man in his way/' This tranfition 
from his wife to the curate, convinced him that 
bis fliame was known to bis gueft^ ; and in the 
tranfport of his indignation, he pronounced with 

freac emphafis, A fufficient man ] Odds heart} 
believe they are all wolves in (heeps cloathing. 

I wifti to God I could fee the day, maft:er,when 
there (hall not be a prieft^ an excifeman, or a 
cuftom*lioufe officer in this kingdom. As for 

that fellow of a curate, if I do catch him It 

don't fignify talking But, by the Lord! 

Gentlemen, my fervice to you/' 

The afibciates being lattsfied by thefe abrupt 
inllnuations, that they had fo far lucceeded in 
their aim, waited with impatience two or three 
days, in expeiftation of hearing that Tunley had 
fallen upon ibme method of being revenged for 
this imaginary wrong : but finding that either his 
invention was too fliallow, or his inclination too 
languid to gratify their deiire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the affair to fuch a cri- 
11$, that he fhould not be able to withfland the 
opportunity of executing his vengeance. With 
this view, they one evening hired a boy to run 
to Mr. Pickle's houfe, and tell the curate, that 
Mrs. Tunley being uken fuddenly ill, her huf- 
band defired be would come immediately, and 
pmy wwh her. Mean while, they had takea 

pof>i^ 
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{lofreifiofi of a room in thehoufe; and Hatch- 
way engaging the landlotd in converfation. Pe- 
regrine in his return from the yard obferved, as 
if by accident, that the parfon was gone into the 
kitchen, in order, as he fuppofed, to catecbife 
Xunley's wife. 

"The publican ftarted at this intelligence, and 
under pretence of ferving another company in 
the next room, went out to the barn, and arm- 
ing himfelf with a flail, repaired to a lane thro' 
which the curate was under a necejQlity of pai&ng 
in his Way home. There he lay in ambuOi, with 
fell intent ; and when the fuppofed author of his 
ihame arrived, greeted him in the dark with fuch 
a (alutation, as forced him to ftagger backward 
three paces at leaft. If the fecond application had 
taken efFedl, in all probability that fpot would have 
been the boundary of the parfon's mortal peregrin- 
nation ; but, luckily for him, hb antagonift wa$ 
not expert in the management of his weapon, 
which, by a twift of the thong that connefted 
the legs, inftead of pitching upon the head of the 
•aftoniflied curate, defcended in an oblique di<- 
reilion on his own pate, with fuch a fwing, that 
the fkull aftually rung like an apothecary's mor- 
tar, and ten tboufand lights feemed to dance he- 
fore his eyes* The curate recoUeding himfelf 
during the refpite he obtained from this accident, 
and believing his aggreflbr to be fe me thief who 
lurked in that place for prey, refolved to make a 
running fight, until he (hould arrive within cry 
of his habitation. With this cefign he raifed up 
bis cudgel for the defence of his head, and be- 
taking himfelf to his heels, began to roar for help 
with the lungs of a Stentor. Tunley throwing 
away the fbil* which he durft no longer truft 
• Ms wiOi 
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with the execution of his revenge, purfued the 
fugitive with all the fpeed he could exert ; and 
the other, either unnerv'd by fear, or ftum* 

bling over a ftcme, was overtaken before he had 
run an hundred paces. He no fooner felt the 
wind of the publican's fift that whittled round 
his ears, than he fell flat upon the earth at full 
length, and the cudgel flew from his unclafping 
hand ; when Tunley fpringing like a tyger upon 
his back, rained Aich a ihower of blows upon his 
carcafc, that he imaginal himfelf under the difci- 
pUne of ten pair of Afts at leaft : yet the imagi- 
nary cuckold, not fatisiied with annoying the 
prieft in this manner, laid hold on one of his ears 
with his teeth, and bit fo unmercifully, that the 
curate was found almoft intranced with pain by 
two labourers, at whofe approach the afiailant re* 
treated unpcrceived. 

The lieutenant had pofted himfelf at the win- 
dow, in order to fee the landlord at his iirft re* 
turn*, and no fooner perceived him enter the 
yard, than he called him into the apartment, 
impatient to learn the effedts of their iiratagem* 
Tunley obeyed the fummons, and appeared be* 
fore his guefts in all the violence of rage, difor- 
der and fatigue 5 his noftrils were dilated more 
than one half beyond their natural capacity, his 
eyes rolled, his teeth chattered, he fnored in 
breathing as if he had been opprefled by the night- 
mare, and ftreams of fweat flowed down each 
fide of his forehead. 

Peregrine aiFeding to ftart at the approach of 
fuch an uncouth figure, afked if he had been 
wreftling with a fpirit i upon which he anfwered 
with great vehemence, " Spirit ! No, no, ma- 
iler, 1 have had a roU and tumble with the flefli- 

A 
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A dog ! I'll teach him to come a caterwauling 
about my doors/' Gueffing from this reply, that 
his aim was accomplifhed, and curious to know 
the particulars of the rencounter, Well then, 
ffaid the youth) I hope you have prevailed againft 
the flefli, Tunley,'* Yes, yes, (anfweredthe 
publican) I have cooled his captflens, as the fay- 
ing is ; I have played fuch a tune about his ear?^ 
that rU be bound he (han't long for mufick this 
month. A goatiih ram«fac'd rafcal! Why, 
he's a perfect pariQi bull, as 1 hope to live/* 

Hatchway obferving that he feemed to have 
made a ftout battle, defircd he would fit down 
and recover wind ; and after he had fwallowed m 
brace of bumpers, his vanity prompted him to ex- 
patiate upon his own exploit in fuch a manner^ 
that the confederates, without feeming to knovir 
the curate was his antagonifl, became acquainted 
with every circumftance of the aml^ufcade. 

Tunley had fcarce got the better of his agita** 
tion, when his wife entering the room, told 
them by way of news, that fome waggifli body 
had fent Mr. Sackbut the curate to pray with hcr» 
This name inflamed the hufband's choler aneW^ 
and forgetting all bis complaifance for his fpoufe, 
he replied with a rancorous grin, Add rabhit 
him ! I doubt not but you found his admonitions* 
deadly comfortable!'' The landlady, looking 
at her vaflal with a fovereign afpeft, What 
crotchets (faid j[he) have you got in your fool's 
head, I trow i I know no bufinefs you have to 
lit here like a gentleman with you arms akimbo^ 
when there's another company in the houfe to be 
ferved/* The fubmiffive hufband took the hint, 
and without further expoftulationi fneaked out 
of the room. 

M 4 Ncjtf 
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Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbiit 
had been way-laid^ and almoft murdered by rob- 
bers, and an advertifement parted upon the cliurch- 
door, offering a reward to any perfon that fliouid 
difcover the aiTaffin ; but he reaped no fatisfac* 
tion from this expedient, and was confined to his 
chamber a whole fortnight, by the bruifes he bad 
received* . 



CHAP. XXXUI. 

Mr* Sackbut and hit pupil c&nfpin againft Pere- 
grine, who being apprized of their deftgn by his 
fiftf% ^^^^^ meafures for counterworking their 
fchime^ which is executed by miftaki upon Mr. 
Gauntlet. This young foldier meeois with a 
cordial reception from ihe commodore^ who gene* 
roujly decoys him into his own inter eji. 

WHEN he confidered the circumftances 
of the ambufcade, he could not per- 
/uade himfelf that he had been aiTauIted by a com- 
mon thief^ becaufe it was not jto be fuppofed that 
a robber would have amufed himfelf in pum- 
meling rather than in rifling his prey i he there- 
fore afcribed his misfortune to the fecret enmity 
of fome perfon who had a defign upon his life ; 
and upon mature deliberation, fixed his fufpicion 
.lipon ii^eregrine, who was the only man on earth 
from whom he thouglit he defer ved fuch treat- 
ment. He communicated this conjecture to his 
pupiK who readily adopted his opinion, and ad- 
vifed him flrenuouily to revenge the wrong by 
a like contrivance, without feeking to make a 
jiarrower inquiry, left his enemy fliould be there- 
in put upon his guard. 
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This propofal being relifted, they in concert 
revolved the means of retorting the ambufli witb 

intereft, and adlually laid fuch a villainou$ plan 
for attacking our hero in the dark, that, had it 
been executed according to thehr intention, the 
young gentleman's fchcme of travelling would 
^ have been efiedtualiy marred. But their machi-^ 
. nations were overheard by Miis Pickle^ who was 
now in the feventeenth year of her age, and, in» 
fpite of the prejudice of education, entertained 
in fecret a moil: fiAerly affection for her brotiier 
Perry, though flie had never fpoke to him,, and 
was deterred by the precepts, vigilance and me- 
naces of her mother, from attempting any means 
of meeting htm in private. She was not, how- 
ever, infenfible to his praife, which was loudly 
founded forth in the neighbourhood, and never 
failed of going to church, and every other place* 
where ihe thought (he might have an opportunity^ 
of feeing this amiable brother. With thefe fen- 
timents it cannot be fuppofed that (he would hear 
the confpiracy without emotion. She was fhocked 
at the treacherous barbarity of Gam, and ihud^ 
dered at the profpefl of the danger to which Pe- 
regrine would be expofed from their malice. She 
durft not communicate this plot to her mother, 
becaufe (he was afraid that lady's unaccountable 
averfion for her firft-born would hinder her from 
interpofing in his behalf^ and confequently rendeii 
her a fort of accomplice in the guilt of his af* 
faffins. She therefore refolved to warn Peregrine 
6f the confpiracy,. an account of which ihe tranf* 
. mitted to him in an afieSionate letter, by means 
of a young gentleman in that neighbourhood,, 
who- made his addieiTes to her at that time, and 
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who^ at her requeft, offered his fervice to our 

hero, in (iefeiiting the projefls of his adverfaries. 

Peregrine was itartleil when he read the parti* 
culars of their fcheme, which was no other than 
an intention^ to fally upon him when he fhould 
^be altogether unprovided againft fuch an attack, 
cut off his ears, and otherwife mutilate him in 
fuch a manner^ that he fiiould have no caufe to 
be vain of his perfon for the future. 

Incenfed as he was agaiiill the brutal difpoA- 
tion of his own father's fon, he could not help 
being moved at the integrity and tendernefs of 
his fiAer, of whofe inclinations towards him he 
had been hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked 
the gentleman for his honourable dealing, and 
exprefled a defire of being better acquainted with 
his virtues $ told him, that now he was cautioned^ 
he hoped there would be no neceffity for giving 
him any further trouble, and wrote by him a 
letter of acknolwedgment to his fifter, for whom 
he expreiled the utmoft love and regard, be^* 
feeching her to favour him with an interview be* 
fore his departure, that he might indulge his fra- 
^ternai fondneis, and be bleffed with the company 
and countenance of one at leaft belonging to his 
own family. 

Having imparted this difcovery to bis friend 
Hatchway, they came to a refolution of counter* 
mining the plan of their enemies ; and as they 
did not choofe to expofe themselves to the infi- 
, nuations of flaadcr, which would >have exerted 
,itfelf at their expence^ had they, even in de- 
fending themfelves, employed any harfli means of 
retahation, they invented a method of difap- 
pomtiiig and difgracmg their focs> and iramc* 

diately 
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diately fet Pipes at work t6 forward the prepa- 
rations. 

Mifs Pickle having defcribed the fpot which 
the aflaflins had pitched upon for the fcene of 
their vengeance, our triumvirate intended to 
have placed a centinel among the com, who 
Ihould come and give them intelligence when the 
ambufcade was laid ; and in confequence of thai 
information, they would fteal foftly towards the 
place, attended by three or four of the do- 
mefticks, and draw a large net over the confpi- 
rators, who being intangled in the toil, ihould 
be dtfarmed, fettered, heartily fcourged, and fui^ 
pended between two trees in the fnare, as a fpec- 
tacle to all paiTengeis that fixould chance to travei 
that way. 

The plan being thus digefted, and the com- 
modore made acquainted with the whole affair, 
the rpy was fent upon duty, and every body 
within doors prepared to go forth upon the firft 
notice. One wjiole evening did they Ipend in the 
moft impatient expectation, but on the fecond 
their feout crept into the garifon, and aflured 
them that he had perceived three men fkulk- 
ing behind the hedge, on the road that led to 
the publick houfe from which Peregrine and the 
lieutenant ufed every night to Veturn about that 
hour. Upon this intelligence the confederates 
fct out immediately with all their implements,, 
and approaching the fcene with as little noife as^ 
poffible, they heard the found of blows ; and 
though the night was dark, perceived a fort of 
tumultuous conflidt on the very fpot which the 
confpirators had poiTefTed. Surpriftd at this oc- 
currence, the meaning of which he cotild not 
conapreheud. Peregrine ordered bis myrmidons. 

M d to 
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to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately his ears 
were laluted with an exclamation of You 
fran't 'ibipe mtf rafcal/' The voice being quite 
familiar to him^ he all at once divined the caufe 
i>{ that confufion which they had obferved ; and 
running up to the affiftance of the exdaimer, 
found a fellow on his knees begging his life of 
Mr. Gauntlet, who fiood over him with a naked 
iianger in his hand. 

Pickle infiantly mad« hioifelf known to his 
friend, who told him, that having left his horfe 
at Tunley's, he was in his way to the garifon fet 
upon by three ruffiansi one of whom, being the 
very individual perfon now iii his power, bad 
come behind him, and ftruck with a bludgeon at 
his head, which however he miiTed, and the in- 
ftrument defcended on his left flioulder ; that up- 
on drawing his hanger, and laying abut htm in 
the dark, the other two fled, leaving their com- 
panion, whom he bad difableJ, in the lurch. 

Peregrine congratulated him upon his fafety, 
and having ordered Pipes to fecure the prifoner, 
iCondu£ied Mr. Gauntlet to the garifon, where he 
met with a very hearty reception from the com* 
nnodore, to whom he was introduced as his ne« 
pliew's intimate friend ; not but that, in all like- 
lihood, he would have abated fomewhat of hia 
tiofpitality, bad be known that he was the bro- 
ther of Perry's miftrefs ; but her name the old 
gentleman bad never thought of afking, when 
be inquired into the particulars of bis godfoa a 
amour. 

The captive being examined, in prefence of 
Trunnion and all his adherents, touching the ana- 
bufcade, owned, that being in the fervicc of 
Vxam i ickle, be bad been prevailed upon by the 
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foUicitatiom of his mafter and the curate, to ac** 

company them in their expedition, and under- 
take the part which he had a£ied againft the 
ftranger, whom he and bis employers mi (look 
for Peregrine. In conftderation of this frank ac* 
knowledgment, and a fevere wound he had re- 
ceived in his right arm, they refolved to infli<^ 
no other punifliment on this malefa&or, than to 
detain him all night in the garifon, and next 
morning carry him before a juftice of the peace, 
to whom he repeated all that he had faid over^ 
night, and v^ith his own hand fubfcribed his con« 
feffion, copies of which were handed about the 
neighbourhood, to the uafpeakable confufion and 
difgrace of the curate and his promifing pupiL 

Mean while, Trunnion treated the young foK 
dier with uncommon marks of refpeft, being pre* 
poifefTed in his favour by this adventure^ which 
he had fo gallantly atchieved, as well as by the 
encomiums that Peregrine beftowed upon his va- 
lour and generofity. He liked his countenance^ 
which was bold and hardy, admired his Hercu* 
lean limbs, and delighted in aiking queftions corw 
cerninG; the fervice he had feen. 

The day after his arrival, while the converfa- 
tion turned on this laft fubje<%, the commodore, 
taking the pipe out of bis mouth, FUtell you 
what, brother, (faid he) five and forty years ago> 
when I was third lieutenant of the Warwick 
man of war, there w£» a very ftout young feU- 
low on board, a fubaltern officer of marines ; 
his name was not unbke your own, d'ye fee, 
bejng Guntlet, with a G. I remember he and 
I cotrid not abide one another at firft, becaufe, 
d*ye fee, I was a failor and he a land-man, till 

ve fell ia with a^Frenchno^ whoin we engaged 

ton 
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for eight glafies, and at length boarded and 
took. I was the firft man that ftood on the 

enemy's deck, and (hould have come fcurvily 
off, d'yefee, if Guntlet had not jumped to my 
aipdftance ; but we foon cleared ihip, and drove 
them to clofe quarters, fo that they were obliged 
to Alike ; and from that day Guntlet and I were 
fworn brothers as long as he remained on board. 
He was exchanged into a mardiing regiment^ 
and what became of him afterwards, Lord in 
heaven knows \ but this Til fay of him, whether 
he be dead or alive, he feared no man that ever 
wore a head, and was, moreover, a very hearty 
meflmate.** 

The ftranger's breaft ^owed at this eulogiuoH 
which was no fooner pronounced, than he ea* 

gerly afked, i\ the French (hip was not the Di- 
Jigence \ The commodore replied with a ftare. 
The very fiune, my lad/' Then (faid 
Gauntlet) the perfon of whom you are pleafed 
to make fuch honourable mention was my own 
father/' The devil he was! (cried Trun- 
nion, ihakin^ him by the hand) I am rejoiced 
to fee a fon of Ned Gauntlet in my houfe/*' 
. 1 his difcovery introduced a tboufand queftions, 
in the courfe of which, the old gentleman learnt 
the fituation of his friend*s familv, and difcharged 
innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude and 
injuftice of the miniflry, which bad failed to pro* 
vide for the fon of (uch a brave foldier. Nor 
was h's friendfliip confined to fuch ine ffectual ex-» 
preflions ; he that fame evenin^^ fignified to Pe- 
regrine a defire of doing fomcthing for his friend \ 
and this inclination was fo much praifcd, en- 
couraged and promoted by his godfon, and even 
fupporced by ius coqafelioi. Hulchway, that ouc 

heroi 
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hero was empowered to prefent him with a fum 
of money fui&cient to purchafe a commiffion. 

Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
Pickle than this permiffion, he was afraid that 
Godfrey's fcrupulous difpofition would hinder 
hitn from fubje£ting bimfelf to any fuch obliga* 
tion ; and therefore propofed that he fbould be 
decoyed into his own intereft by a feigned flory, 
in confequeace of which be would be prevailed 
upon to accept of the oioney^ as a debt which 
the commodore had contracted of bis father at 
fea. Trunnion made wry faces at this expedient, 
' "the neceffity of which he could not conceive, 
without calling in queftion the common fenfe of 
Gauntlet, as he took it for granted, that fuch 
offers as thofe were not to be rejedted on any 
confideration whatever. Befide?, he could not 
digeft an artifice, by which he himfelf muft own 
that he had lived fo many years, without mani- 
fefting the leaft intention of doing juflice to his 
creditor. All thefe objeftions, however, were 
removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, 
who reprefented that it would be impoffible to 
befriend him on any other terms ; that his filence 
hitherto would be imputed to his want of infor- 
mation touching the circumllances and conditton 
of his friend and that his remembring and in- 
fifting upon difcharging the obligation, after fuch 
an interval of time, when the whole affair was 
in oblivion, would be the greateft compliment 
he could pay to his own honour and integrity* 

Thus perfuaded, he took an opportunity of 
Gauntlet's being alone with him to broach the 
aftair, telling the young man, that his father had 
advanced a fum of money for him, when they 
failed together, on account of the mefs,- as wefl 
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«s to ftop the mouth of a clamorous creditor at 

Portfmouth ; and that the faid fum, with In- 
tereft, amounted to about four hundred pounds^ 
wKich he would aow» with great tbankfulnels^ 
repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and 
after a confiderable paufe replied, that he had 
never heard his parents mention any fuch debt ; 
that no iiiemorandum or voucher of it was found 
among his father's papers ; and that, in all proba* 
hility, it muft have been difcharged long ago, al- 
though the commodore, in fuch a long courfe of 
time and hurry of occupation, might have forgot 
the repayment : he therefore defired to be excufed 
from accepting what in his own confcience he be«* 
lieved was not his due; and complimented the 
old gentleman upon his being fo fcrupuiouily juft 
ard honourable. 

The foldier's refufal, which was matter of 
aftoniihment to Trunnion, increafed his inclina- 
tion to aihft him ; and, on pretence of acquitting 
his own character, he urged his beneficence with 
fuch obftinacy, thatGaumlet, afraid of difobliging 
him, was in a manner compelled to receive a 
draught for the money, for which he fubfcribed 
an ample difcharge, aiHi immediately tranfmitted 
the order to his mother, whom at the fame time 
he informed of the circumftances by which they 
had fo bnexpe^dly gained thk awcffion of for-^ 
tune. 

Such a piece of news could not fall of being 
agreeable to Mrs. GUuatlet, who by the firft poft 
wrote a polite letter of acknowledgment to the 
commodore, another to her own fon^ importing, 
that Ihe had alreadv fent the draught to a friend 

ia Loiidgn, vvith direaions to depoiit it in tha 

fa;;nda 
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hands of a certain banker, for the purchafe of 
the firft enfigncy to be fold ; and flie took the 
liberty of fending a third to Peregrine^ couched 
in very afFcclionate term«, with a kind poftfcript, 
iigned by Mifs Sophy and his charming Kmily. 

This affair being tranfaded to the fatisfaiSlion 
of all concerned, preparations were fet on foot 
for the departure of our herO) on whom his uncle 
fettled an annuity of eight hundred pounds^ being 
litde lefs than one half of his whole income. 
By this time indeed the old gentleman could 
eafily afford to alienate fuch a part of bis fortunet 
becaufe he entertained little or no companyt kept 
few fervantf, was remarkably plain and frugal in 
his houfe-keeping ; and ^rs. Trunnion being 
now fome years on. the wrong iide of fifty, her 
infirmities began to increafe ; and tho' her pride 
had fuft'ered no diminution, her vanity was alto- 
gether fubdued by her avarice* 

A Swifs valet de chambret who had already 
made the tour of Europe^ was hired for the care 
of Peregrine's own perfon ; and Pipes being 5g- 
norant of the French language, as well as other- 
wife unfit for the o&ce of a fafhionable attendantt 
it was refolved that he fliould remain in garifon ; 
and his place was immediately fupplied by a Pari- 
fian lacquey engaged at Ix>ndon for that purpofe. 
Pipes did not feem to relifh this difpofttion of 
things ; and though he made no verbal objeilions 
to it, looked remarkably four at his fuccefTpr upon 
bi9 Aril arrival $ but this fullen fit feemed gra« 
dually to wear ofF ; and long before his mafler's 
departure, he had recovered bis natural tranquil- 
lity and unconcern* 

CHAP. 
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. CHAP. XXXIV, 

Thf two ymng gentUmn difplay their talents for 
gallantry^ in the courfe of which they are in' 

volved in a ludicrous circumjiame of di/irefs^ and 
afterwards take vengeance on the author of their 
mijhap. 

MEAN while our hero an3 his new friend, 
together with honeft Jack Hatchway, 
made daily excurfions into the country, vifited 
the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, and fre- 
quently accompanied them to the chace ; all three 
being exceedingly carefied on account of their 
talents, which could accommodate themfelves 
with great facility to the tempers and turns of 
their entertainers. The lieutenant was a droll in 
his way. Peregrine poifeiled a great fund of 
fprightlincfs and good humour, and Godfrdy, a- 
mong his other qualifications already . recited^ 
iting a moft excellent fong \ fo that the company 
of this triumvirate was courted in all parties, whe- 
ther male or female ; and if the hearts of our 
young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, they 
would have met with opportunities in abundance 
of difplaying their addrefs in the art of love ; not 
but that they gave a loofe to their gallantry with* 
out much interefting their affedipns, and amufed 
themfelves with little intrigues, which, in the 
opinion of a man of pleafure, do not afFe6l his 
iidelity to the acknowledged fovereign of his foul. 

Had tbey ufed thofe, advantages which their 
<kill and accomplifliments gave- them over ijie 
warm unpradlifed minds of the young ladies to 
whom they had accefs, almoJft every family in the 

county^ 
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county, might have had catife to rue their ac^ 

quaintance ; but our adventurers, wild and 'licen- 
tious as they were, governed their aflions by cer- 
tain notions of honour, which they never pre^ 
fumed to infringe, and therefore, no domeftic 
tragedies took rife from their behaviour. 

Among the lower clafs of people, ihey did not 
z€t with the fame virtuous moderation, but laid 
clofe fiege to every buxom country damfel that 
fell in their ways imagining that their dalliance 
with fuch Dulcineas could produce no fatal ef- 
fects ; and that it would be in their power to at- 
tone for any damage thefe inamorata's might 
fuftain. 

In the profecutfon of thefe amours, GauntlM 
could not help difcovering a particular biafs to- 
wards married women, and when queftioned by 
his friend, defended. his fmgularity of tafte, by 
obferving that fuch connexions, if difcreetly ma- 
■n^gjd, are attended by none of thofe bad confe- 
quences which commonly purCue an amorous cor- 
refpondence with fingle perfons; becaufe the 
wedded dame's fortune is already made, and her 
hufband ftands as a buttrefs before her repjtation. 
Though Peregrine could not approve of this 
maxim which the foldier had adopted in the courfe 
of a military education, he could not avoid en- 
gaging as a fecond and confidant to his friend, in 
an Intrigue which he carried on with a farmer's 
wife in the neighbourhood. Godfrey had prac- 
tifed all his arts in attempting to overcome the 
chaftity of this woman, who was an hale rofy 
wench, lately married ; and at length fucceeded • 
fo far in his addrefles, that flie promifed to admit 

him one night when her hufband would be abfent 

.on 

ft 
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4m bufineis, which called hioi once a fortnight 
to the next market town. 

He communicated his good fortune to Perry, 
iiefinng that he would afzcompany htm to the 
f>lice» to cafe of accident; and our young gentle- 
man having undertaken the office of ftanding 
centinel over his friend, while he fliould enjoy 
his conqueft, they fet out at the time appointed^ 
and arriving at the door, the- gallant made the 
fignal which had been agreed upon, and was let 
in accordingly, after having aflured his confidant 
lhat he would be with him again in two houra at 
fartheft- 

Thus left to his own meditations, our hero be- 
;gan his patrole, beguiling the time with the moft 
amufmg fancies of a glowing imagination, and 
enjoying by anticipation all the pleafures attend- 
ing affluence and youth, till at length his reverie 
was interrupted by a plump (hower that compelled 
Jiim to feek for flielter in a fort of (hed, the door 
of which flood open to his view. Thither there- 
fore he betook himieir, and groping about as he 
•entered in the dark, chanced to lay hold on a 
bufliy beard, to his infinite furprizeand conflerna- 
tlon. Before he bad time to form any conjefturc 
concerning this ftrange obje^ of his touch, he 
received a fudden Ihock upon his forehead that 
felled him to the ground in an inftant, and as he 
lay, underwent the trampling of a huge body that 
itdhed over him into the field. In this attitude he 
remained extended for the fpace of feveral mi- 
nutes, before he recovered the ufe of fenfation 
which he had lofl, and then he perceived the 
blood trickling down from his temples in a double 
flf^m. The caufe of this misfortune was flill a 
^nyftery to him, and he made Qxift to rife, curf- 

ing 
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ing his fate for having fuftained fuch vifible marks 
of difgrace in the exercife of fuch a ridiculous of- 
fice ; when firoUing about with his handkerchief 
applied to his hurts, he difccrned on the farther 
fide of a tree a pair of Urge eyes glancing like 
two coals of fire* He immediately imOieathed h» 
banger, in the belief that now he had found tho 
author of his mifchance ; and fpringing forward 
on his adverfary, aimed a furious iirokft that cn^ 
tered the body of the tree, in which his weappr^ 
ftuck fo faft, that he could not dlfengage it with-* 
out fome difficulty ; while the object of his wrath, 
made a precipitate retreat, and by an ^daMa-^ 
tion, gave him to know that his afiaUant was no 
other than an he-goat. 

Mad as he was with indignation and &ame, he» 
could not help laughing at the ludicrous adven- 
ture, and had juft fct his invention at work to 
find fome plauTible excufe which he might make 
to the world, for the patches he knew he muft 
wear on his face, when a window of the firft 
ftory flying open, he faw fomething white de* 
fcend with aitoniihing velocity, and running to^ 
the fpot, found his friend Goidfrey naked to the 
fhirt. Confounded at his condition, he began to 
inquire into the reafon of his precipitation, but 
received no anfwer until he had followed the fu-* 
gitive to a place where they could not be over«- 
heard. There he underftood that the foldier had 
been decoyed into the fnare by the connivance of 
the hufband, by wbofe diredioa he had (without 
all doubt) been admitted not only into the hou(e, 
but even into his wife's own bed, where the Jilt 
bad left him undreiled, on pretence of faftenmg 
the doors, but in reality with a view of giving the 

hint to the farmer, who armed wiih a pitchfork 

and 
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and fupported by his man, entered the room be« 

fore he was aware, (ecured bis fword and cloaths, 
and obliged him to take refuge in a clofet, from 
the window of which he had thrown himfelf, in 
order to avoid the refentment of the boor, and 
the difgrace as well as expence of being taken in 
that fituation. 

Peregrine was tempted to laugh at the ridicu* 
lous iflue of this adventure, but reftrained him* 
felf in confideration of his friend's temper and 
conditton, neither of which were at that time 
proper objeds of mirth ; and ftripping off his own 
coat, accommodated Godfrey's naked fhoulders; 
then after mature deliberation, they determined 
to leave the fpoil in the hands of the enemy, be-- 
caufe they forefaw it would be altogether imprac- 
ticable to retrieve it, as well as hazardous both 
to their perlbns and reputation, to make any at* 
tempt towards the recovery of what was loft ; 
the two friends, therefore, made their retreat in 
this trim to the garifon, and the farmer remained 
in pofleffion of all the foldier's cloaths, fword and 
ready money, to the amount of ten pounds. But 
here the difaiter did not end, the malicious pea* 
iaot propagated the whole ftory in the neighbour- 
hood ,^ and an advertifement was pafted on the 
church door, for the perufal of the whole parifli, 
giving a defcription of the goods^ fignifymg the 
place where they were found, and offering to 
reftore them to any perfon who fhould prove 
himfeif the right owner. This was a mortifying 
jpke to Gauntlet, who was aihamed to (hew 
himfeJf for a whole week; nor was Peregrine 
exempted from a (hare of the difgrace, to which 
he was expofed by the marks on his forehead, 
that confined him aifo to the hpufe, and fut^aed 

him 

Digitized by 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 263 

huB to the ridicule of the commodore, who hav- 
ing Juwd the ftory^ rallied the two adventurers^ 
obferving that it was well Gauntlet's maft had 
not gone along with his rigging ; and aiking if 
the cuckold's horns had run tbul. of Peregrine's 
bows. Mrs» Trunnioni who chanced to be pre* 
fent, very demurely checked her hufband for his 
profane fcoffing^ and in a fevere le£iuret rebuked 
the young men for their profligate courfes, which^ 
if they were not relinquiflied in time, would 
bring their bodies into trouble in this life, and 
their fouls into perdition in that which is to come. 
While thefe feUow^fufFerers were obliged to keep 
within doors, they held frequent coafukations 
with the lieutenant, concerning fume means of 
revenge, which the foldier wtf bent upon taking; 
becaofe he could not forgive the double dealing of 
his miArefs, who, he thought, might have de* 
dined his folicitations, without inveigling him 
into fuch a difgraceful fituation. After much^de* 
liberation, they refolv ed to wait patiently, and 
watch for the huiband's abfence, when by a ftra- 
tagem they had concerted, they would endea- 
vour to obtain admittance, and puhifti the wife's 
perfidy, by fixing her as a monument, with her 
pofteriors thru ft out at a window, for the con-* 
templation of her ipoufe when he fhould return 
in the morning. 

The plan beingJaid, Peregrine found means 
to make himfelf acquainted with the farmer's 
voice and manner of fpeaking, which he over- 
' heard one night at Tunley's ^ and likewife to 
procure information of the day upon which he 
always went to a certain market, in order to dif- 
pofe of his wheat, at fuch a diftance, that he 

iC^om failed of being abroad all night. Accord- 
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ing to this intelligence, the confederates attended 

by Pipes, fet out one evening about nine o'clock 
for the boufe of the delinquent^ where the lieu* 
tenant and Tom being placed at different ave« 
nues to prevent interruption, the two young gen- 
tlemen approached the door which was locked^ 
and Peregrine in the ruftic tone of the farmer de« 
manded entrance } the wife never doubting that 
her hufband was returned, in confequence of 
having met with a fpeedier iale than uiual^ fent 
her maid to let him in, and the door was na 
fooner opened, than our adventurers ruflied into 
the houfe. The miftrers was iirucJc dumb with 
confternatioo, mifiaking them for robbers^ be* 
caufe they wore vizors, and were otherwife di(- 
guifed ; while the fervant wench, terrified with 
the fame apprehenfion, fell upon her knees, and 
begged they would fpare her life and take all ihe 
had. Gauntlet taking the wife by the hand, led 
her trembling into that very chamber which bad 
been the fcene of his misfortune, where pulling 
ofFhis mafk, he upbraided her with the treachery 
flic had pra<ftifed upon him, and intimated the 
intention of his prefent vifitt The lady aiked 
pardon for what Uie had done with fuch fiibmif-^ 
fion, and deprecated his wrath fo pathetically, 
that his heart relented, and he propofed terms of 
accommodation^ which with fome feeming re- 
hidance ihe embraced, and he forthwith enjoyed 
a more agreeable revenge than that which he la 
his ire had projected. 

Mean while Peregrine guefling the good for«- 
tune of his friend, and allured by the attradlions 
of the maid, who was a cleanly florid girl, em- 
ployed his addrefe to (wh efiedual purpofc, that 
3 Ihe 
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the yielded to his efForts ; and he was as happy as 
ibcb a conqueft could make him. 

The foldier and his companion having thus ob« 
tained all the fatisfaftioa they required, and fet- 
tled a correfpondence which they did not after- 
wards negled, retired in peace, applauding thenl* 
felves on their fuccefs, and found their two cen- 
tinels on their pofts, whom they amufed with a 
feigned ftory of having been ib much moved by 
the tears and fupplications of the criminal, that 
they defifted from their fcheme of expofing her, 
and only infli&ed the punifhment of flagellation^ ^ 
which, they faid^ flie had undergone. 

Pipes was not well pleafed when he found him- 
felf difappointed in the expe<Si:ation of feeing her 
in the attitude to which ihe had been in council 
decreed ; and Hatchway, though he pretended to 
acquiefce in their account, faw through the pre* 
tencC) and afcribed their long ftay to the true 
ipotiv«% 



CHAP. XXXV. 

Peregrine has an interview with his fifter Julfav 
h interrupted and attacked by his mother^ and 
relieved by his friend Gauntlet. Julia /V fettled 
in the garifon^ and Trunnion affronted by his 
old friend Gamaliel Pickle. 

TW O days after this atchievement was fo 
happily accomplifhed, our hero received 
an intimatf<»i from his fifter, that (he fliould be 
overjoyed to meet hiai next day, at five o'clock 
in the afternoon, at the houfe pf her nurfe, who 
lived in a cottage hard by her father's habitation^ 
(he being debarred from all opportunity of feeing 
him in any other place by the fcverity of her mo- 
ther, who fu(ne£ted her inclination. 
VOL.L N r I 
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He accordingly obeyed the fummons, and wetit 
the time appointed to the place of retideg^vons^ 
where he met this dfe^ionate youTig lady, who 

when Ik2 entered the roofn, ran to\^ m ds him with 
all 't4ie eagernefs of tranfiKx-t ; Hung her arms 
^botit his neck, and ifaed a Stood of teifs in hift 
bofom before (he could utter one word, except a 
cepetition . of my dear, dear brother ! He em- 
i^raced her with all the piety of fraterjial tender«> 
^e(s, wept ov.er her in his turn, aflorcdiicr that 
lh\s was one of the happieft moments of his life, 
^nd Jcindly thanked her for having reiifted the 
lexamplet and difobeyed the injun^ons of bis 
iiiother's unnatural averfion. 

He was ravilhed to find by her converfation, 
4hat file poiTefTed a great fhare of fenfibility and 
f)rudent reflexion ; for fbe lamented the infatua* 
iion of her parents with the moft filial regret, and 
cxpreiTed fuch abhorrence and concern at the vil* 
^ainous difpofition of her younger brothor^ as a 
humane fifter may be fuppofed to have enter- 
tained. He made her acquainted with all thecir- 
4Cumftaoces of his own fortune, and as he fup-- 
pofed (he fpent her time very difagreeably at 
home, among charadcrs which mu!t be fhock- 
jngly inurefting, profeiied a delire of moving her 
Into Tome other fphere^ where ihe could live with 
^more tranquillity and fatisfaAion* 

She objedied to this propofal as an expedient 
ihat would infallibly Aibje<S): her to the tmfdacable 
refentment of her mother, whofe favour and af^* 
fe£kion file at prefent enjoyed but in a very in- 
,^onficlerab!e degree ; and they had canvaiied di- 
^^ers fchemes of correfponding for the f^Ome when 

^'^Va?}'^^''^ ^'^^^^^ ^« «t door- 
MIfsJuV- (that was the young lady^s name) 

mip^ h^^if i>ptra;.cd, wa? fcized wih Si vio. 
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lent agitation of fear, SinJ Peregrine fcarce had 
time to encourage her with a promife of protec- 
tion, before the door of the apartment being flun§ 
•open 5 tiiis irrcconcileable parent ruiLed in, and 
with a furious afpe^ flew dire£lly at her trem- 
bling daughter, when the fon interpofing, re- 
ceived the firftdifcharge of berfur)?. 

Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of indigna- 
tion, which choaked up her utterance, and feemed 
to convulfe her whole frame ; (he twifted her left 
hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted him 
about the face, till the blood gulhed from his no* 
ftrils and mouth ; while he defended -bis fifter 
from the cruelty of Gam, who affaulted her 
from another quarter, feeing his brother en- 
gaged. This attack lafted feveral minutes with 
great violence, ttU at length Peregrine finding 
himfelf in danger of being overpowered, if he 
Ihould remain any longer on the defenlive, laid 
Ins brother on bis back \ and before be could get 
up again, difentangled bis mother's hand from his 
o'vvn hair, and having puflied her gently out of 
(he room, bolted the door oa thein&de; then 
turning to Gam, threw him out -at the window, 
among a parcel of hogs that fed under It, By 
this time, Julia was aUnoft quite diftraded with 
terror ; 0ie kne^v flie bad offended beyond all 
hope of forgivenefs, and from that moment con- 
fidered herfelf as an exile from her father's houfe ; 
in vain did her brother ilrive to confole her with 
frefli proteftations of love and proteAion, fhe 
counted herfelf extremely mifcrable in being 
-obliged to endure the eternal refentment of a pa- 
irent witb whom flie had hitherto, lived, and 
ilreaded the cenfure of the world, which from 
-her mother's mifreprefentation fhe was fenfible 
would condemn her unheard. That flie might not 

N « however 
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however negle£i: any means in her power of a*^ 
verting this Aorm, ihe refoived to appeafe, if pof-- 
fible, her mother's wrath with humiliatioii) and. 
even appeal to the influence of her father, weak 
aaic was, before ihe would defpair of being for* 
given. But the good lady fpared her this umie-. 
ceflary application, by telling her through the 
key-hole, that (he muft never expe£l to come 
within ber father's door again ; for from that hour 
ihe renounced her as unworth]^ of her aftSioti) 
and regard. Julia weeping bitterly, endeavoured 
to foften the rigour of this fentence^ by the moft 
fubmiffive and reafonable renMUiftrances ; but as int 
her vindication fhe of neceffity efpoufed her elder 
brother's caufe, her endeavours inftead of foothing^ 
ferved only to oafperate her mother to an bigger 
pitch of indignation, which dilcharged idblf in in- 
veftives againft Peregrine, whom (he reviled with 
the epithets of a wortblefs abandoned reprobate. 

The youth hearing thefe unjuft afperfions, 
trembled with refentment through every limb, 
aiTuring the upbraider that he confidered her as an 
ohjeSt of compaiBon ; for without all doitbt^ 
faid he, your diabolic rancour muft be feverely 
puniflied by the thorns of your own confcience, 
which this very iniiant taxes you with the malice 
and falfehood of your reproachesv As for my 
fifter, I blefs God that you have not been able to 
infect her with your unnatural prejudice, which 
becaufe ihe is too juft, toovirtuous, too humane 
to imbibe, you reje^ her as an alien to your 
blood, and turn her out unprovided into a bar- 
barous world. But even there your vitiouspup* 
pofe ihall be defeated $ that fame proYidMcethiA 
fcreened me from thecPuelt5rof your hate (hall ex- 
tend its proteaion to her, until I fhall find it co»- 
vement to affert by law that right of maintcmnoe 
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which nature, k feems, hath beftowed upon us in 

vain. In the mean time, you will enjoy the fatif- 
faifiion of paying an undivided attention to that dar- 
ling ion, whofe amiable qualities have fo long en- 
gaged and engroficd your love and efteem.'* 

This freedom of expoftulation exalted his 
mother-s ire to meei frenzy ; fhe curfed him with 
the btttereft imprecations^ and raved like a Bed* 
lamite at the door, which (he attempted to burft 
open. Her efforts were feconded by her favourite 
fon, who denounced vengeance againft Peregrine, 
made furious aflaults againft the lock, which re- 
fifted all their applications, until our hero cipyiiig 
his friend Gauntlet and Pipes ilepplng over a 
ftyle that ftood about a furlong from the window^ 
called them to his affiftance; and giving them to 
underhand how he was befieged, defired they 
would keep oiF bis mother9 that be might the 
more eafilv fecure his iifter Julia's retreat* The 
young foldier entered accordingly, and polling 
himfelf between Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave 
the fignal to his friend, who lifting up his fitter 
in his arms, carried her fafe without the clutches 
of this {he-dragon, while Pipes with his cudgel 
kept young matter at bay. 

The mother being thus deprived of her prey ^ 
fprung upon Gauntlet like a lionefs robbed of her 
whelps, and he muft have fufFered forely in the 
flelh, had he not prevented her mifchievous in* 
tent by feizing both her wrifts, and fo keeping 
her at due difbnce. In attempting to difengage 
herfelf from his grafp, (he ftruggled with fucb^ 
exertion, and fuffered fuch agony of paffion at 
the fame time, that (he adually fell into a feverr 
fit, during which fhe was put to bed, and the 
confederates retired without further moleftation. 
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In the mean time. Peregrine was not a little 
perplexed about the difpoial of his fifler whom he 
had refcaed. He could not endure the thoughts- 
of (Middling the conimodore with a new expence ; 
and he was afraid of undertaking the charge of 
JuHa^ without bis benefactor's ad\rice and direc- 
tion : for the prefcnt, however, he carried her 
to tlie houfe of a gentleman in the neigh bour- 
hood> whofe lady was her godmother* where fhe 
was received with great tenderneft* and condo*- 

Jancej he propofcd to inquire for feme credit 
table houfc^where fhe might be genteelly boarded 
in his abfence, refolving to maintain her from the 
favings of his own aHowance) which he thought 
might very v el! bear fuch dedu6^ion. But this 
intention was fruftrated by the publication of the 
whole afFair^i which was divulged next day* and 
foon reached the ears of Trunnion, who chid 
his godfon for having concealed the adventure y. 
and> with the approbation of his wife, ordered 
him to bring Julia forthwith to the garifon. The 
younn; gentleman, with tears of gratitude in his 
eyes, explained his defign of maintaining her at 
his own expence, and earneftly begged that he 
might not be deprived of that fatisfacHon. But 
his uncle was deaf to all his intreaties, and in- 
fifted upon her living in the garifon^ though for 
no other reafon than that of being company to- 
her aunt, who, he obfcrved, was loft for want 
of converfation. 

Julia was accordingly brought home, and fet- 
led under the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion, who,, 
whatever face fhe might put on the matter, could 
have diTpenfed with the fociety of her niece; 
though Ihe was not without hope of gratifying 
her pique at Mrs. Picfcle, by the intelligence fhe 
would receive from the daughter, of that lady's 
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ceconomy and.domeftic behaviour. Tl^e mothet? 
herfelf feemed confctous of this advantage which 
her fifter-in-law had now gained over her, being 
as much chagrined at the news of Julia's recep- 
tion at the garifon, as if ihe had heard of her 
own hufband'B death. She even tortured her in-> 
vention to propagate calumnies againfl: the repu- 
tation uf her Qwn daughter, whom ihe Aaodered^ 
in all companies ; ihe exclaioi^ againft the coni>» 
modore as an old ruffian who fpirited up a^ rebel-^ 
lion among her children, and imputed the hofpi- 
tality of his wife, in countenancing tliem^ to no-* 
thing etfe but her inveterate enmity to thetr mo*-^ 
ther, whom they had difobliged. She now in- 
filted, in the moft peremptory terms, upon her 
hufband's renouncing all commerce witli the old' 
lad of the caftle and his adherents ; and- Mr. Ga^ 
maliel having by this time contraclcd oehci friead- 
ihipS) readily fubmitted to her will, and even re<* 
fufed to communicate with the commodore one' 
night, when they happened to meet by accident' 
at the public houfe. 

CHAP, xxxvr. 

The commodore fends a challenge to Gamaliel^ and^ 
is impofed upon by a waggijb invmtion of tbr 
lieutenant^ Peregrine and Gauntlets 

THIS affront Trunnion could by no means- 
digeft : he advifed with the lieiitenant upon 
the.fubjedt ; and the refult of their confulcation was 
a defiance which the old commander fent to Pickle,, 
demanding that he would meet him at fuch a place 
on horfeback with a brace of piflxJs, and give fa- 
tisfa£tion for the flight he had put upon htm. 

Noliiing could have afFordcd mure ^.leafure to* 

Jdck^ than the acceptance of this challenge, 

N 4 whiclii 
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which he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamalid, 

ti^ho was called out from the club at Tunley's 
for that purpofe* The nature of this meilage 
had an inftantaneous effsA upon the conftitution 
of the pacific Pickle, whofe bowels yearned with 
apprehenfionyand underwent fuch vident agitation 
en the fpot^ that one would have thought the ope* 
ration proceeded from fome fevere jofeeof the apo* 
thecary which he had fwallowed in his beer. 

The mefTenger defpaiiing of a fatisfadtory an- 
fwtTf left him in this woeful conditim; and 
being loath to lofe any opportunity of raifing the 
laugh againft the commodore, went immediately 
and communicated the whole aiFair to the young 
gentlemen, tntreating them,.for the love of God, 
to concert feme means of bringing old Hannibal 
into the field. The two friends reliihed the pro- 
pofal, and after fome deliberation, it was refolved 
that Hatchway (hould tell Trunnion his invitation 
was accepted by Gamaliel, who would meet him 
at the place appointed, with his (econd, to-mor« 
row in the twilight, becaufe if either fiiould fall, 
the other would have the better chance for efcapin^ 
in the dark ; that Godfrey ihould perfonate old 
Piclcle's friendy and Peregrine reprefent his own 
fether^ while the lieutenant Ihould take <^re in 
loading the piftols to keep out the fhot, fo as 
that no damage might be done in the rencounter, 

Thefe circumftances being adjufted, the lieu* 
tenant returned to his principal with a moft thun- 
dering reply from his antagonift, whofe coura- 
geous behaviour, though it could not intimidate, 
did not fail to aftoniifa the commodore, who af« 
cribed it to the fpirit of his wife, which had in- 
fpired him. Trunnion that inftant defired his 
counfellor to prepare his cartridge-box, and order 
the quictell hoife in the ftable to be kept ready 
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fiuMIed for the occafion ; his eye feemed to lighten 

alacrity and pleafure at the profpeft of fmell- 
ing gun-powder once more before his death ; and 
when Jack advifed him to make his will^ in cafe 
of accident, he rejected his counfel with difdain, 
faying, " What ! doft think that Hawfer Trun- 
nton, who has flood the fire of fo many floating 
batteries, runs any rift from the loufy pops of a 
land-man ? Thou (halt fee, thou (halt fee how 
I will make him lower his top-fails/' Next day 
Peregrine and the foldier provided themfelves with 
horfes at the public houfe, from whence, at the 
dcftined hour, they rode to the field of battle,, 
each of them being muffled in a great coat, which, 
with the dimneis of the light, efie^ually ihielded- 
them from the knowledge of the one-eyed com- 
mander, who having taken horfe, on pretence of 
enjoying the freih air, foon appeared with Hatch- 
way in his rear. When they came within fight 
of each other, the feconds advanced, in order ta 
divide the ground, and regulate the meafures of 
the combat ; when it was determined by mutual 
confent, that two piftolsfhould bedifcharged oa 
each fide, and that if neither (hould prove deci-^ 
five, recourfe muft be bad to the broad-fwords,, 
in order to afcertain the viftory, Thefe articles 
being fettled, the opponents rode forward to their 
refpeftive ftations, when* Peregrine cocking his 
piflol, and prefenting, counterfeited his father's, 
voice, and bad Trunnion take c. re of his re- 
maining eye. The commodore took his advice,, 
being unwilling to hazard his day-light^ and very* 
deliberately oppofed the patched fide of his face 
to the muzzle of.his antagonitt's piece, defiring 
bim to do his duty without further jaw. The 
young man accordingly fired, and the diflance be- 
ing fuiall, the wad of bis piad took place with a^^^^^^^^ 
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fmart ftroke on the forehead of Trunnion, who 
milbking it for the ball, which he thought was 
lodged in his brain, fpurred up his fteed in a fiate 
of defperation towards his antagonift, and holding 
his piece within two yards of his body, let it ofF, 
without any regard to the laws of battle. 5ur- 
prifed and enraged to fee it had made no ittiprel^ 
fion, he hollowed in a terrible tone, O ! damn 
ye, you have got your netting ftufFed, I feci" 
and advancing, difcharged his fecond pifloi fo near 
his godfon'^ head, that had he not been defended 
by his great coat, the powder muft have fcorched 
hid face. Having thus thrown away his hre, he 
remained at the mercy of Peregrine, who clap- 
ping the piece he bad in refei ve to his head^ 
commanded him to beg his life, and alk pardon 
for his prefumption« The commodore made no 
reply to this imperious injun£^ion, but dropping 
his piftol, and unfheathing his broad-fword with 
a jirk, attacked our hero with fuch incredible agi- 
lity, that if he had not made ihift to ward off the 
ftroke with his piece, the adventure, in all like- 
lihood, would have turned out a very tragical 
joke* Peregrine finding it would be in vain for 
him to think of drawing his weapon, and ftand- 
inj}; on the defenfive againfl: this furious aggreflbr, 
very fairly clapt fpurs to his nag, and fought his 
fafety in flight. Trunnion purfued him with in^ 
finite eagernefs, and his fteed bjeing the better of 
the two, would have overtaken the fugitive to 
his peril, had he not been unfortunately encoun«> 
tered by the bougliS of a tree that happened to 
fland on his blind fide, and incommoded h!ai fo 
much, that he was fain to quit his fword, and 
Jay hold on the mane, in order to maintain his • 
feat. Perry perceiving his difafter, wheeled about, 
and now finding leifure to produce lus weapon^ 
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returned upon his difarmed foe, and brandilhing.- 
his Ferrara, threatened to naake him fborter by- 
the head, if he would not immediately crave>* 
quarter, and yield. There was nothing farther 
from the intention of the old gentleman than fuch 
fubmiffion, which he flatly refufed to pay, alledging- 
that he had already compelled his enemy to clap- 
on all his fails, and that his own prefent misfor* 
tune was owing to accident, all one as if a ihip 
(hould be attacked, after flie had been obliged to ■ 
heave her guns over-board in a ftorm. 

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer this re-' 
monftrance, the lieutenant interpofed, and taking 
cognizance of the cafe, efl;ablifl»ed a truce, until 
be and the other fecond fhould difcufs and decide 
upon the merits of the caufe. They accordingly 
retired to a fmall diftance, and after having con-* 
ferred a few minutes, Hatchway returned, and' 
pronounced the commodore vanquiihed by the 
chance of war# 

Never was rage more tranfporting than that 
which took poileiiion of old Hannibal, when he' 
heard the fentence ; it was fome time before he 
could utter aught, except the reproachful expref-* • 
fion, You lie! which he repeated more than twenty 
times, in a fort of delirious infeniibility ; and when 
he recovered the further ufc of fpeech, abufed the 
arbitrators with fuch bitter invedlives, renouncing, 
their fen tence^ and appealing to another trial, that 
the confederates began to repent of havingxarried - 
the joke fo far ; and Peregrine, in order to appcafe ' 
his chokr, owned hinUdf overcome. 

This acknowledgement calmed the tumult of 

his wrath, though he could not for fome days' 

forgive tlie lieutenant ; and the two young gen- 

tlemervrode back to 1 unley's, while Hatcliway, 

taking the commodore's horfe by the bridle, re- 
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conduced him to his manfion^ growling all the 

way at Jack for his unjuft and uatricncily decree; 
though he could not help ob&rving, as how he 
had made his words good, in making his adver* 
fary ftrike his top-fails : And yet (faid he) be- 
fore God ! I think the fellow's head is made of a 
wool-pack ; for my (hot rebounded from his face 
h'ke a wad of fpun-yarn from the walls of a ihip; 
Buu if fo be that fon of a bitch of a tree hadn't 
come athwart my weather-bow, d'ye fee, 1*11 
be damned if I hadn't fnapt his main-yard in the 
flings, and mayhap let out his bulge water into 
the baigain/* He feemed particularly vain of 
this exploit, which dwelt upon his imagination, 
and was cheriihed as the child of his old age \ for 
though he could not with decency rehearfe it to the 
young men and his wife at fupper, he gave ihrewd 
hints of iiis own manhood^ even at thefe years, and 
attcfted Hatchway as a voucher for his mettle, 
while the triumvirate, diverted by his vanity, en- 
joyed in fecret the fuccefs of their impofition* 

CHAP. XXXVll. 

peregrine takes leave ef hii aunt and fiftir^ fetf 

Aut from the garifon^ parts with his uncle and 
Hatchway on the roady and with his governar 
arrives in fafety at Dover*. 

TH I S, however^ was the laft eftbrt of in* 
vention which they 5».ra<ftffed upon him 
and every thing being now prepared for the de- 
parture of his godfon, that hopeful youth in two. 
days took leave of all his friends in the neigh- 
bourhood, was clofeted two whole hours with 
.his aune, who inriched him with many pious ad« 
v.ces, recapitulated 4iJ the benefits which; Arough 
her ineans, had been conferred upon him. fmce 
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his infancy, cautioned him agaiiift the tempta- 
tions of lewd women, who bring many a man 
to a morfel of bread, laid Arid injundtons upon 

him, to live in the fear of the Lord and the true 
proteftant faith, to efchew quarrels and conten- 
tion, to treat Mr. Joker with reverence and re- 
gard, and above all things to abftain from the 
beaftly iin of drunkenne^, which expofeth a 
man to the fcom and contempt of his fellow- 
creatures, and by divefting him of reafon and re- 
fleftion, renders him fit for all manner of vice 
and debauchery. She recommended to him oeco- 
nomy and the care of his health, bad him re- 
member the honour of his family, and in all the 
circumftances of his behaviour, aflured him, that 
ho might always depend upon the friendfliip and 
generofity of the commodore ; and finally, pre- 
fenting him with her own pifture fet in gold, 
and an hundred guineas from her privy purfe, 
embraced him afFedionately, and wiihed him all 
manner of happine& and profperity. 

Being thus kindly difmiffed by Mrs. Trunnion^ 
he locked himfelf up with his fitter Julia, whom 
he admonifhed to cultivate her aunt with the moft 
complaifant and refpeftful attention, without 
ftooping to any circumftance of fubmiilion that 
ihe fhould judge unworthy of her pradice ; he 
protefted, that his chief ftudy (hould be to make 
her amends for the privilege (he had forfeited 
by her aiFei^ion for him ; intreated her to enter 
into no engagement without his knowledge and 
approbation, put into her hand the purfe which 
he had received from his aunt, to defray her 
pocket expences- in his abfence, and parted from 
her, not without tears, after flic had for fome 
minutes hung about his neck, kiffing hiiu and 
weeping in tte moft pathetic filence. 
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Having performed thefe duties of afFeftion and 
confanguinity over-night, he went to bed, and 
was by his' own diredion,- called at four o'clock 
in the morning, v^hen he found the poft chaife, 
coach and ridiog-horfes ready at the gate^ bis 
friends Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the com- 
modore himfelf almoft dreffed, and every fervant 
in the garifon aflembled in the yard, to wiiTi him 
a good journey. Our hero (hook each of thefe 
humble friends by the hand, tipping them at the 
fame time with marks of his bounty ; and was 
very much furpiized when he could not perceive 
his old attendant Pipes among the number. When 
he expreflfed his wonder at this difrefpe^iful omif-* 
fion of Tom, fome of thofe prefent ran to his 
chamber, in order to give him a call, but his 
hammock and room were both deferted^ and they 
foon returned with an account of his having eloped. 
Peregrine was difturbed at th's information, be- 
lieving that the fellow had taken fome dtfperate 
courfe, in confequence of his being difmilled from 
his fcrvice, and began to wifh that he had indulged 
his inclination,, by retaining him iliU about his 
perfon« However, as there was now no other 
remedy, he recommended him ftrenuoufly to the 
particular favour and diftindlion of his uncle and 
Hatchway, in cafe he ihould appear again ; and 
as he went out at the gate, was faiuted with three 
chcars by all the domcitics in the family. The 
commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant. Peregrine and 
Jo Iter WOTt into the coach together, that they 
might enjoy each other's converfation as much as 
poifible, refolving to brcakfaft at an inn upon the 
road, where l>unnfon and Hatchway intended 
to bul our adventurer fareweh the valet decham- 
bre got into the poft-chaife, the French lacquey 
•rode one horfe and led another, one of the valets 
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of the garifon mounted at the back of the coach ; 
and thus the cavalcade fet out on the road to Do^ 

ver. As the commodore could not bear the fa- 
tigue of jolting, they travelled at an eafy pace 
during the firft ftage ; fo that the old gentleman 
had an opportunity of communicating his cxhor* 
tations to his godfon, with regard to his condudl 
abroad; he advifedhim^ now that he was going 
into foreign parts, to be upon his guard againft 
the fair weather of the French politefle, which 
was no more to be trailed than a whirlpool at fea« 
He obferved that many young men had gone to 
Paris with good cargoes of fenfe, and returned 
with a great deal of canvas, and no ballaft at all, 
whereby they became crank all the days of their 
liveS) and fometimes carried their keels above wa- 
ter. He defired Mr. Jolter to keep his pupil out 
of the clutches of thofe fharking priefts who lie in, 
wait to make converts of all young ftrangers^ and 
in a particular manner cautioned the youth againft 
carnal converfation with theParifian dames, v^ ho, 
he underftood, were no better than gaudy iire-ihip$ 
jeeady primed with death and deftruAion. 

Peregrine liftened with great refpeft, thanking 
him for his kind admonitions, which he faithfully 
promifcd toobferve.They halted and breakfafted at 
the end of the ftage, where Jolter provided himfelf 
with a horfe, and the commodore fettled the me- 
thod of correfponding with his nephew j and the 
minute ofparting being arrived, the old comman* 
der wrung his godfon by the hand, faying, " I 
wifh thee a profperous voyage and good cheer, 
my lad 5 my timbers are now a little crazy, d'ye 
fee; and God* knows if I fhall keep afloat till 
fuch tia:ie as I fee tliee again; but, howfomever, 
hap what will, thou wilt find thyfelf in a condi- 
tion to keep in the line with the beft of thy fel- 
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lows." He then reminded Gauntlet of his pro* 
mifc to call at the garifon in his return from Dd- 
vear, and imparted lomethingina wbifper to the 
governor, while Jack Hatchway unable to fpcak, 
pulled his hat over his eyes, and fqueezing Pere- 
grine by the hand, gave him an iron piftol of cu<» 
rious workmanihip, as a memorial of hisfiriend^ 
fhip. Our youth, who was not unmoved on this 
occafion, received the pledge, which he acknow- 
ledged with the prefent of a iilver tobacco~box> 
that he had bought for that purpofe; and the two 
lads of the caftle getting into the coach, were 
driven homewards, in a iiate of filent dejection* 
. Godfrey and Peregrine feated themfeives in the 
poft-chaife, and Jdter, the valet de cfaambre and 
lacquey befti iding their beafts, they proceeded for 
the place of their deftinatien^ at which they arrived 
in iafety that fame nighty and befpoke a pafiage 
in the pacquet-boat which was to fail next day. 

CHAP. XXXVUI. 

He adjujls the method of bis correfpondence with 
Gauntlet I meets by accident with an Italian 
Charlatan^ and a certain apothecary^ wbopr$ves 

to he a noted chara£fer. 

THERE the two friends adjufted the arti- 
cles of their future correfpondence, and 
Peregrine having written a letter to his miflrefi» 
wherein he renewed bis former vows of eternal 
fidelity, it was intruded to the care of her bro- 
ther, while Mr. Joker, at the defire of bis pupil^ 
provided an eleggnt /upper, and fome excellent 
Burgijndy^ tha< they might fpend this eve of 
departure with the greater enioyment 

nio .""^ difpofed, and afervantem- 

Ployea m laying the doth, their eai^ wew of a. 
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ijLidden invaded by a itrange tumultuous noife in 
the next room, occafioned by the overthrow of 

tables, chairs and glaflcs, with odd unintelligible 
exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of 
threats in^the Welih diale^l. Our young gentle* 
men ran immediately into the apartment from 
whence this clamour Teemed to proceed, and 
found a thin meagre iwarthy figure gaiping in ail 
the agony of fear, under the hands of a fquat, 
thick, hard-featured man, who collared him with 
great demonftrations of wrath, faying, If you 
was as mighty a magician as Owen Glendower, 
or the witch of Entor, look you, ay, or as Paul 
Bcor himfelf, I will make pold, by the affiftance 
>of Got, and in his Majefty's naam, to feize and 
fecure, and confine and confront you, until fucfa 
time as you fufier and endure and undergo the pains 
and penalties of the law, for your diabolical prac- 
tices. Sbentlemens, added he^ turning to our ad-* 
venturers, I take you to witnefs that I proteft and 
aflert and avow that this perfon is as pig a necro- 
mancer as you would defire to behold , and I fup- 
plicateand befeech and intreatof you^ that he may 
be prought pefore his petters, and compelled to 
give an account of his compadl and commerce with 
the imps of darknefs, look you ; for as I am a 
chriflian foul, and hope for joyful refurrediont 
I have this plefled evening feen him perform fuch 
things as could not be done without the aid and 
inftru<aion and connivance of the Tevil." 

Gauntlet feemed to enter into the fentiments 
of this Welch reformer, and actually laid hold 
on the delinquent's iboulder, crying, Damn 
the rafcal 1 I'il lay any wager that he's a jefuit ; 
for none of his order travel without a fiimiliar.*' 
But Peregrine, who looked upon the affair in 

another point of view^ intcxpofed in behalf of 

the 
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the ftranger, whom he freed from his aggreflbrs,^ 
obferving that there was no occafion to ufe vio-» 
lence* and a(ked in French what he had done to- 
rncur the cenfure of the informer. The poor fo- 
reigner, more dead than alive, anfwcred that he 
was an Italian charlatan, who had pradifed witb 
fome reputation in- Padua, until he had the mif« 
fortune to attraft the notice of the Inquifitiony by 
cxhibiiing certain wonderful performances by his 
fkiil in natural knowledge, which that tribunal 
eonfidered as the eflSsfis^of foreery, and perfe* 
ciited him accordingly ; fo that he had been fain 
to make a precipitate retreat into Fran-ce, where 
not finding his account in his talents^ he. was 
now^ arrived in England, with a view of prac^ 
tiling his art in London j and that in confequence 
of a fpecimen which he had given to a company 
below, the choleric gentleman had followed him 
up ftairs to his own apartment, and«ai!aulted him 
in that inhofpitable manner. He therefore ear- 
neftly begged that our hero would take-bim under 
his proie^Stion; smd if be entertained the leaft 
fiifpicion of his einploying^preternatural means in 
the operations of his art, he would freely commu* 
nicate all the fecrets in his poflfeilion. 

The youth difpelled his apprehenfion^ by af- 
faring him that he was in no danger of fuffer- 
ing for his art in England, where, if ever he 
Aould be quefttoned by the Mai. of fuperftitious 
individuals, he had nothing to do but appeal to 
the next jiiflfce of the peace, who would imme- 
diately acquit him of the charge, and puni(h his 
accufers for their impertinence and indifcretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welfhman, th it 
the ftranger had a good action againft them for 
an affault by virtue of an afl of parliament, 
wiiicu^ makcs it criminal for any pcrfon to accufe 
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another of forcer)^ and witchcraft^ thefe icite no* 

tions being now juftly exploded by all fenfible 
men. Mr. Joker, who had by this time joined 
the company^ could not help flgnifying hisdiflent 
from this opinion of his pupil, which he endea* 
voured to invalidate by the authority of fcripture, 
quotations from the fathers, and the confeffion of 
many wretches who fufFered death for having car« 
rlcd ( n correfpondence with evil fpirits, together 
with the evidence of Satan's Inviiible World,., 
and Moreton's hiftory of witchcraft. 

The foidier corroborated thefe teftimonies by 
h&s that bad happened within the fphere of his 
own knowledge, and in particular mentioned the 
cafe of an old woman of the parifli in which he 
was born, who ufed to transform herfelf into the 
fhapes of fundry animals, and was at laft killed 
by fmalNfliot, in the character of an hare. The 
Wekhman thus fupported, exprefled his fxirprize 
at hearing that the legiflature had fhewn fuch 
tendernefs for criminals of fo dark a hue y and 
offered to prove by undeniable inftances, that 
there was not a. mountain in Wales, which had 
not been in his memory the fcene of necromancy 
and witchcraft ; Wherefore, faid he, I am af- 
lured ly more than apove aftonifhed and con- 
founded and concerned, that the parKamcnt of 
Great Pritaia Ihould in their great wifdoms and 
their prudence, and their penetration^ give coun- 
tenance and encouragement^ look you,, to the 
works of darknefs and the empire of Pelzepup; 
ofer and apove the evidence of holy wrii, and 
tbofe writers who have been quoted by that aggu- 
mte-'find' learned (hentleman, we dre informed 

by profane hiftorv, of the pribbtes and pranks of 
the old ferpent, in the bortents and oragles of an- 
tiquity } M you will find in that moft excellent. 

hiftorian 
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biftorian Bolyplus, and Titus Lifias; ay, and 
moreofer, in the commentaries of Julius Cktht 
himfelf, who, as the ole 'orld knows, was a moft 
£amoQS, and a moft fa^iiant, and a moft wife, ami 
a moft prudent, and a moft fortunate cheiftan, 
and a moft renowned oratoi" ; ay, and a moft 
ekgant writer to boot,'* 

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the 
lifts of dffpute with three fuch obfttnate antago- 
nifts; but contented himreli with faymg, that he 
believed it would be no difficult matter to im«- 
pogn the arguments they had advanced s though 
he did not find htmfelf at all difpofed to under- 
take the tafk, which muft of courfe break in upon 
the evening's entertainment. He therefore invited 
the Italian to fupper^ and aiked .the fame favour 
, of his accufer, who feemed to have iomething 
curious and chara£briftic in his manner and di£» 
pofitton, reiblving to make htmfelf an eye* wit* 
nefs of thofe furprifing feats^ which had given 
ofFence to the choleric Briton, This fcrupulous 
gentleman thanked our hero for his courtefy^ but 
declined comtnunicating with the ftranger, until 
his character ftiould be fijrther explained ; upon 
which his inviter, after fome converfation with the 
charlatan, aiTured him that he would himfelf under* 
take for the innocence of his art ; and then he' was 
prevailed upon to favour them with his company. 
In the courfe of the converfation* Peregrine 
learnt that the Welcbman was a furgeofi of 
Canterbury, who had been called in to a conful- 
tation at Dover, and underftanding that his name 
was Morgan, took the liberty of ^ing if he was 
not the peribn fo rcfpeSfully mentioned in the 
iWvcnturcsofRodericfr Random. Mr. Morgan 
afiumed a look of gravity and importance at this 
interrogation, and icrewing up his mouth, an- 
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fwered, Mr. Rantuzn, my goot fir, I believe 
upon my confcience and iai^tion, is my wr^ 
goot frient and wellwifhcr ; and he and I have 
been companions and meiimates and fellow-fuf* 
ferers^ look you ; but never^helefs, for all that, 
peradventure, he bath not pehaved with fo much 
complaifance and affability and refpeit, as I might 
have expelled from hioi; pecaufe he hath re- 
vealed and tivuiged and bupliihed our private af« 
fairs, without my knowledge and privity and con- 
fent ; but as Got is my fafiour, I think he had 
no evil intention in his pelly $ and though there 
be certain perfom, look you, who* as I am told^ 
take upon them to laugh at his defcriptions of my 
perfon, deportment and converfation, I do af- 
firm and maintain, and infift with my heart, and 
my plood and my foul, that thofe perfons are no 
petter than ignorant aiTes , and that they know 
not how to difcern and diftinguifh and define true 
ridicule, or as Ariftotle calls it, the ^iXowy no 
more, look you, than a herd of mountain goats ^ 
for I wiU make pold to obferve, and I hope this 
goot company will be of the fame opinion, that 
there is nothing faid of me in that performance, 
which is unworthy of achriftian and aflientieman." 

Our young gendeman and his friends acquief- 
ced in the juftnefr of his obfervation, and Pere* 
grine particularly affured him, that from reading 
the book, he bad conceived the utmoft regard 
and veneration for his charader; and that be 
thought himfelf extremely fortunate in having 
this opportunity of enjoying his converfation, 
Morgan, not a little proud of fuch advances from 
a perfon of Peregrine's appearanc*', returned the 
compliment with a profufion of civility, and in 
the warmth of acknowledgement, expreiTed a 
di^c of feeingJiim and his company at his boufe 

JO 
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in Canterbury : I will not pretend, or prefume, 
Jctad ilr, faiii he, to entertain you according to 
your merits and deferts $ but you flbaU be as wel- 
come to my poor cottage, and my wife andfa« 
miiy, as the Prince of Wales himfelf ; and it 
fludl go banli if one way or o^her, I do not ftnd 
ways and means dt malung you confeis that there 
is foinc gout fellowlhip in an ancient Priton : for 
though I am no petter than a limple apothecaryt 
I iiave as goot plood ctrculating in my veins> as 
any he in*the county ; aad I 'Can defcribe and 
delineate and demonftrate my pedigree to the 
fatisfai^on of the 'ole 'arid ^ and mor^ofer, by 
Got's goot providence and affiftance, I can af* 
ford to treat my friend with a joint of goot mut- 
ton, and a pottle of excellent wine, and no 
tradefman can peard me with a biH." He was 
congratulated on his happy fituation, and aflured 
that oiw youth would viilt liini on his return from 
prance^ provided he ihould take Canterbury in 
his i:oute$ and as Peregrine manifefted an inctina- 
tion of being acquainted with the ftate of his af- 
fairs, he very complaifantly fatisfied his curiolity, 
by giving him to know that his fpoufe had left off 
breedings after havingi»bleiled him with two boys 
and a girl, who were llill alive and well ; that he 
lived iugood elleem with his neighbours, and by 
his praftice^ which was confider^bly ^xteinded 
immediately after the publication of Roderick 
Random, had favcd feme thoufand pounds, and 
begun to think of retiring aipQng bis own rela- 
tions in Glamorganfliire, wb^re he bad already 
pitched upon a fpot for his refjdence, though his 
wife had made objedions to this propofal, 
oppofcd the execution* of it with fucb obftinacy, 
that he had been at infinite pains in alTeriing his 
own prerogative, by convincing her b9th from 
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^d^fon and examplet that he was king and prieii: 
in hift CfWn femily, and that file owed the mod 

implicit fubmiliion to his will : he hkcwifc in- 
formed the company, that he had lately feen his 
<#ri^d Roderick, who had come from London on 
purp^fe to viik him, after having gained his la^« 
fuit with Mr. Topehal), who was obliged to pay 
NarciliVs fortune i that Mr. Random, in all ap* 
pearance, led a very happy life in the converfa- 
tion of his father and bedfellow, by whom he 
enjoyed a fon and daughter ^ and that Morgan 
iiad received ia a prefent from him, a piece of 
very fine Itnnen of his wife's own making, ieve* 
•ral kits of falmon, and two cafks of pickled pork, 
the moA delicate he bad ever tafied ; together 
with a barrel^^f eJcceilent herrings for falmagundy, 
Ivhich he knew to be his favourite difh. 

This topick of converlation being difcufled, the 
Italian was defired to exhibit a fpecimen of his 
art, and in a few minutes conducted the company 
into the next room, where to their great aftonifh- 
inent and aftright, tl^y beheld a thouland fer- 
-penCs winding alon^ the^cieling. Morgan flruck 
*with this phaenomenon, which he had not feen 
-before, began to utter exorcifnis with great devo- 
.tion, Mr. Jolter ran terrified out of the room, 
Gauntlet drew his hanger, and Peregrine himfelf 
-was difconccrtcd. The operator perceiving their 
coafufion, defired them to retire, and calling 
.them back in an iiiftant, there was not a viper to 
be feen. He raifed their admiration by fundry 
other performances, and the VVelchman's former 
opinion and abhorrence of his character began 
:to recuri, when in coniideration of the civility 
with which he had been trca ed, this Italian im- 
.parted to them all the methods by which he had 

A&ed fuch wonder% that were no other than the 
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ctfeAi of tiatund caafea curiottfly combined $ fo 

that Morgan became a convert to his (kill, afked 
pardon for the fufpicion he had entertained, and 
invited the flrasigef to pafe a few days wkh bim 
at Canterbury. The fcruples of Godfrey and Jol- 
ter were removed at the fame time, and Pere* 
grine tefttfied bis fatis&Sion by an handfome gra* 
tutty which he beftowed upon their entertainer* 

The evening being fpent in this fociable man- 
ner, every man retired to his refpe&ivecbamber^ 
and next morning'they breakfailed together, when 
Morgan declared he would ftay till he fiiould fee 
our hero fairly embarked, that he might have the 
^pieafure of Mr. Gauntlet's company to his own 
habitation ; mean while, by the (kipper's advice^ 
the fervants were ordered to carry a ftore of wine 
and previilon on board in cafe of accident i and 
as the packet-boat could not fail before one 
o'clock, the company walked up hill to vifit the 
caftlc, where they faw the fword of Julius Caefar 
and Queen Elizabeth's pocket piftol, repeated 
Shakefpear's defcription, while they furveyed the 
chalky cliffs on each fide, and caft their eyes to- 
wards the city of Calais, that was obfcured by a 
thick cloud which did not much legale their eye^ 
fight, becaufe it feemed to portend foul weather. 

Having viewed every thing remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the pier, where after the 
compliments of parting, and an aiFe£lionate em- 
brace between the two young gentlemen, Pere- 
grine and his governor fiept on board, the fails 
were hoifted, and they went to fea with a iatr 
wind, while Godfrey, Morgan and the conjurer 
Avalked back to the inn, from whence they fet 
^^»ut for Canterbury before dinner* 

I , ^he First Vox V . ^ 
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